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Pedestrian gain on Main
PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

Having recently achieved the dubi-
ous honour of ranking fourth on a list 
of the top 10 worst roads in the prov-
ince, Main Road in Hudson is get-

ting a facelift starting Monday June 
14, including a full re-paving, new 
sidewalks on both sides of the road 
(much of the village core currently 

has a sidewalk on one side only) 
along with drainage improvements 
and promised measures designed to 
calm traffic. See story page 5.

“There’s always stuff to work on. You’re never there.” - Tiger Woods
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Grimaudo declines to answer question 
regarding criminal charges

John Jantak
The Journal

The recent filing of criminal charges 
against Saint-Lazare Mayor Robert Gri-
maudo prompted a resident to ask the 
mayor to specify whether they were re-
lated to dealings with the town.

“Do either of the two criminal charg-
es against Mayor Grimaudo have any-
thing to do with town business?” asked 
resident Alan Nichols in a written state-
ment that was read aloud by the mayor 
during the first question period at the 
start of the monthly council meeting on 
June 8 which was live-streamed.  

“Based on the advice of my lawyer 
I will not answer any questions regard-
ing this subject,” Grimaudo replied. Two 
criminal code charges were recently 
filed against the mayor relating to the 
alleged unauthorized use of a computer 
and with either modifying or destroying 
data stored on a computer.

Grimaudo’s first court appearance 
to enter a plea is scheduled for July 16 
at the Salaberry-de-Valleyfield Court-
house.

New Director General
Saint-Lazare council welcomed the 

town’s new Director General Hervé Riv-
et who attended his first council meeting 
since taking on his new post recently.

“I’m very happy to be joining an ex-
traordinary team,” said Rivet. “I am con-
vinced that together with the members 
of council, the employees of the city and 
the citizens of the town we will be able 
to continue with the traditions that have 
made Saint-Lazare a great town and 
community

“You can be sure that I will use all my 
talent, experience, and energy to im-
prove the life of the entire community. I 
want to work together with everyone to 
oversee the sustainable development of 
this town to ensure the protection of its 
key points which include nature and the 
environment,” added Rivet.

‘Baptism by fire’
Grimaudo said Rivet was ushered 

into his new role through a ‘baptism of 
fire’ because he arrived and assumed 
the unexpected responsibilities of deal-
ing with a watering ban and the closure 
of the Île-aux-Tourtes Bridge.

“He walked through the door and 
all of a sudden there were a bunch of 
things that needed to get done. Let’s just 
say he got his feet really, really wet, very 
quickly. It’s nice to have a Director Gen-
eral once again,” said Grimaudo.

The mayor also thanked Director 
and Town Clerk/Legal Services Nathaly 
Rayneault for taking on the additional 
responsibilities related to the Director 
General’s position for almost one year 
while the town searched for a suitable 
candidate to assume the role. 

“She fulfilled that position in addition 
to all her other duties and it’s immense-
ly appreciated that she was able to do 
that,” said Grimaudo.

Watering ban fines
Resident Brad Johnson asked how 

many fines the town has given out for 
violating the watering ban. 

“Every day people are watering their 
lawns, washing their cars, and the by-
law officers and public security are no-
where to be found. Why is the town all 
bark and no bite when it comes to this? 
The time to give warnings and educate 
people is done,” said Johnson.

Mayor Grimaudo said the town has 
given out 50 fines so far. 

“Our public security officers which 
are apparently ‘nowhere to be found’ 
have given out 42 of those 50 fines and 
the Urbanism Department is responsible 
for eight of those fines. Do we see all the 
infractions? Absolutely not. Can we do 
better? Probably but the reality is we 
are doing our best and we are giving out 
fines,” said Grimaudo.

Pine Lake rehabilitation resolution
Saint-Lazare will eventually write 

a cheque to the Town of Hudson for 

$141,520 to help restore Pine Lake. 
“When we did all the work to modify the 
slopes in Chaline Valley for the stabiliza-
tion work we damaged a portion of the 
Quinchien River. Oceans and Fisheries 
Canada have a compensation program. 
They more or less assessed how much 
damage we did,” said Grimaudo.

“Based on that they put a monetary 

number and we have to compensate by 
investing in the rehabilitation of another 
body of water which could have been 
anywhere in Canada. They determined 
the monetary value and council decided 
it might as well be one of our neighbours 
so we decided to do this with Hudson. 
We will be investing in their rehabilita-
tion of Pine Lake.”

THE JOURNAL FILE PHOTO/JOHN JANTAK

On the advice of his lawyer, Saint-Lazare Mayor Robert Grimaudo, pictured here in 2019, said 
he would not elaborate on the criminal charges that have recently been laid against him.

REOPENING OF OUR SERVICE CENTRES
MONDAY JUNE 7 2021 – Saint-Zotique Service Centre

MONDAY JUNE 14 2021 –  Harwood (Vaudreuil-Dorion) and Saint-Lazare Service 
Centres

Coteau-du-Lac, L’Île-Perrot, Rigaud and Saint-Charles in Vaudreuil-Dorion

OPENING HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 AM to 3 PM
Thursday:  9 AM to 7 PM
Friday:  9 AM to 4 PM
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 AM to 1 PM
Thursday:  12 PM to 7 PM
Friday:  9 AM to 1 PM
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FOR TOP NOTCH SERVICE

EST. 1999
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DOLCE
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514-941-8462 
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Amazing Location, Charming Ancestral Corner home, large, bright, 
5 bedrooms with character. 9 Feet high ceiling in dining room area. 
5 minute Walk to train, John Abbott, McGill, marina, restaurants, 
boardwalk. Lovely area to live or invest.  #20389970

SAINTE-ANNE-DE-BELLEVUE POINTE-FORTUNE

$475,000

SOLD!
$599,900

Magnificent waterfront Domaine Canadiana. Amazing views of the 
lake. A very rare JEWEL make this one yours. With added land,a 
view of the lake compliments of a small canal. This property gives 
you Total SECLUSION. #15407830

Mayor welcomes new Director General



Dear Editor: editor@yourlocaljournal.ca

EDITOR’S CORNER

How do we handle a second story in as 
many weeks that leave us feeling punched 
in the gut?

News of the June 6 premeditated attack 
on a Muslim family out for an evening walk 
in London, Ontario has left us in a state of 
sorrow and disbelief, coming so soon after 
the announcement of the 215 children’s 
bodies discovered buried on the grounds 
of a former Indian Residential School in 
BC. And though the two events are dec-
ades between and miles apart, they share 
the common root of discrimination.

A recent report from the Ontario Prov-
incial Police announced the arrest of a 
36-year-old Kemptville woman who pur-
posely spun her pick-up truck tires over 
a freshly painted crosswalk adorned with 
the rainbow colours celebrating gay pride. 
No one was killed or injured but the hatred 
and discrimination were on full display.

Where do we go from here? What steps 
do we take to ensure events like this don’t 
get repeated all the while trying to under-
stand why they’re being repeated?

We take it one step at a time. We keep 
going to Gay Pride parades even if we’re 
straight. We take part in multicultural 
events even if it’s not our own culture. We 
stay open to learning, accepting, growing, 
and changing as the world around us chan-
ges.

We vote out governments that prohibit 
the wearing of religious symbol by public 
employees.

We teach our kids that it’s okay to be 
different. We take teeny-tiny little steps 
as long as they’re steps forward. And with 
each step forward, we’ll get a little closer 
to finally doing it right.

One step 
at a time

Photo of the week
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PHOTO BY KAREN DELORME

Our Photo of the Week contest rolls on. We had such a high volume of participation last year and are pleased to 
continue the tradition.
Maybe it’s the heatwave that’s been giving us some spectacular sunsets recently – Hudson resident Karen DeLorme 
snapped this stunner recently in Jack Layton Park.
Following the same format as last year, photos will not be limited to the Vaudreuil-Soulanges region and we will be 
offering three prizes at the end of the year - $200 for first place, $100 for second, and $50 for third. 
Interested? Send your entries to editor@yourlocaljournal.ca. We will showcase all submissions on our website at 
www.yourlocaljournal.ca/photo-of-the-week. 

Does Soulanges have a voice in Quebec City?
Dear Editor,
Like most, if not everyone in the region, I was af-

fected by the recent closure of the Île-aux-Tourtes 
Bridge, which paralyzed the region.  There are only 
a few links from Vaudreuil-Soulanges to the island 
of Montreal and this sudden event highlighted the 
importance of the bridge for the region, something 
all residents and businesses in the region have 
known for decades.

I fully understand that the bridge needed to be 
closed as a matter of public security.  I’m not sec-
ond guessing the decision of the Transport Ministry. 
In fact, I’m very thankful for the speed in which a 
crisis team was set up, comprised of members of 
the Transport Ministry, the Vaudreuil MNA Marie-
Claude Nichols, and elected municipal officers, was 
created. 

However, I do have a few questions on the whole 
situation.  Why did the current government decide 
to delay the reconstruction of the Île-aux-Tourtes 
Bridge from 2021 to 2024?  This bridge is already 
well past its due date.  Are the needs of our region 
being well relayed to Quebec City? After the clo-
sure, I sent an email to my Soulanges MNA Marilyne 
Picard. Given that her party is in power, she is in the 
best position to inform us on matters impacting our 
region.  However, the only response I received was 
a reply to my email from her office with a link to the 
Transport Ministry.  Does Soulanges really have a 
voice in Quebec City? I’m seriously questioning this 
in light of many major files where, unfortunately, 
Ms. Picard has remained silent on these critical is-
sues in the last few months.

The closure of the bridge also created a large 
detour towards the Galipeault Bridge and caused 
serious traffic congestion affecting residents of the 
nearby municipalities.  I believe the traffic lights 
along Highway 20 in Dorion, Pincourt, and Île-Perrot 
had a major contribution to the interminable traf-
fic congestions.  Why is such an important highway 
going through a busy business center of a city, in 
the case of Dorion?  It is critical that our Soulanges 
representative, Marilyne Picard, collaborate with 
the Vaudreuil MNA, Marie-Claude Nichols, who has 

been working diligently on the Highway 20 bypass.
Now that all of Quebec is aware of the issues 

with the Île-aux-Tourtes Bridge and its importance, 
I would like Ms. Picard, the MNA for Soulanges and 
a member of the CAQ party, to speak out on the 
major issues of our region.  

She should present these to the CAQ caucus to 
pressure the current government to solve our is-
sues. This is why we elected her.

Daniel Zbacnik
Citizen of Soulanges

Water warnings
Dear Editor,
Well we received our latest no watering notice 

from the Town of Saint-Lazare on May 20! Every 
year it’s getting earlier and earlier. 

Can it be possible, Mr. Mayor, that you’ve al-
lowed way too many multiple housing projects? 
There are way too many condos and townhouses. 
Soon there will be a year-long ban on watering! 
Saint-Lazare relies exclusively on well water and 
they’re isn’t an unlimited supply. STOP THE BUILD-
ING OF MULTI-UNITS NOW! Why can’t we legislate 
to limit projects to single houses only? 

Then again, all these new taxpayers help to pay 
for the Mayor’s overly expensive legacy – the City 
Hall.

Jim Hebert
Saint-Lazare

Too many trees
Dear Editor,
I think it’s high time to stop trying to save every 

last tree here in Saint-Lazare. This tree fell over at 8 
a.m. Sunday morning, June 6, and power was out 
for all of Chaline Valley for three hours. It happened 
at the corner of Chaline Street and Chaline Crescent 
which is just behind the house across the street 
from me. Enough is enough. 

About two years ago a tree in a backyard four 
doors up fell through the wall of the house next to it 
and ended up in the homeowner’s kitchen. 

Continued on page 6

PUBLISHER:
EDITOR:
JOURNALIST:
STAFF WRITER:
COLUMNISTS:

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR:
CREATIVE DIRECTOR:
SALES COORDINATOR:
ADVERTISING CONSULTANT:
CONTRIBUTORS:

THE JOURNAL SUPPORTS YOUR COMMUNITY AND IS LOCALLY PRODUCED IN 
ITS ENTIRETY BY YOUR NEIGHBOURS.

287 rue du Calypso, Saint-Lazare (QC) J7T 3E8

Tel: (450) 510-4007  
email: admin@yourlocaljournal.ca / editor@yourlocaljournal.ca

www.yourlocaljournal.ca

MONIQUE BISSONNETTE
CARMEN MARIE FABIO

JOHN JANTAK
NICK ZACHARIAS

BRIAN GALLAGHER
KELLY MIYAMOTO

MATT MILLER
 KERI UNDERDOWN

SABREENA MOHAMED
KAREN SIMMONS
LUCIE BRODEUR

JULES-PIERRE MALARTRE  
CJ MAXWELL

TheJournalYLJ

The Journal



5THE JOURNALThursday, June 10, 2021

Nick Zacharias
The Journal

With the virtual sitting of this month’s 
Hudson town council meeting on Mon-
day, June 7 came the announcement 
that Main Road (recently very publicly 
derided as the #4 worst road in Quebec 
in a CAA annual vote) will begin to get an 
overhaul sooner rather than later. Also 
covered in the meeting was the release 
of Hudson’s first budget to get a posi-
tive opinion by external auditors in eight 
years, as well as the announcement of 
a traffic study to learn what the impact 
will be if an estimated 300 new cars are 
introduced to daily traffic in front of 
Saint Thomas Elementary School with 
the proposed high-density housing de-
velopment at Sandy Beach. 

A new look for Main Road
“For those of you who are worrying 

about the condition of Main Road, you 
won’t have to worry much longer,” said 
Mayor Jamie Nicholls near the outset of 
the meeting. The major rework, which 
was previously approved and which 
council has promised should take no 
more than eight weeks to complete, is 
now scheduled to begin Monday June 
14. Nicholls said the project will cover 
the section of Main Road that lies be-
tween Beach and Elm (the main village 
corridor) and will include new pave-
ment, new sidewalks on both sides of 
the road and ‘traffic calming measures.’

Traffic a concern 
Affecting the same area, many resi-

dents have expressed concern that 
plans have passed various levels of ap-
proval for the proposed 214-unit devel-
opment at Sandy Beach while no town-
sponsored study has even been done to 
assess the impact of adding roughly 300 
new cars to the daily traffic turning from 
a single access point at Beach onto Main 
Road in front of the local elementary 
school. 

Said Nicholls, “Nicanco, the devel-
opers of the Pine Beach (Sandy Beach) 
project have their own traffic study, 
council found it to be lacking, especially 
regarding school safety at Saint Thomas, 
so we’re commissioning a more fulsome 
study.” Council approved a motion to 
pay WSP, a third-party firm, an amount 
not exceeding $21,600 plus taxes for the 
study. 

Resident Benoît Blais spoke up during 
question period with a concern about 
a new sewer line that is to be installed 
by the town (that he did not see in the 
original 2017 agreement) along with 
drainage and paving work on the section 
of Beach between the CP rail line and 
Main Road. The mayor responded, “This 
is not something that any of the current 
council is happy with, but it was passed 
in October of 2017 before this council 
sat.” He said that the developer Nicanco 
has shown no interest in re-opening ne-
gotiations.  

Blais also asked, “With the (Beach) 
road being widened to 7.5 metres, 
will the Cenotaph have to be moved?” 
Mayor Nicholls responded that he didn’t 

know, saying, “All these questions are 
kind of up in the air until we have our 
own traffic study.”

Audit positive
The council was pleased to announce 

they’ve had their first ‘clean’ audit in 
eight years, following a tremendous 
amount of work taking on the daunting 
task of cleaning up severe management 
and accounting issues that have plagued 
the town since the criminal wrongdoings 
of the previous Director General Louise 
Villandré were discovered. As a sign of 
how daunting this task was, Nicholls 

noted that the town had gone through a 
revolving door of no less than eight trea-
surers between 2013-2017. Now how-
ever the picture is much clearer.

An excerpt from the auditors’ report 
said, “In our opinion, the accompany-
ing financial statements give … a faith-
ful image of the financial situation of 
the Town of Hudson as of December 31, 
2020.” Nicholls said he was proud of the 
town for this result, as a positive audi-
tors’ opinion will lend confidence to in-
vestors, government, and citizens going 
forward. 

Main Road construction starts June 14

PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

The town of Hudson ordered a study to learn what the impact will be of the estimated 300 
new cars coming onto Main Road in front of Saint Thomas Elementary School from the single 
road access to the proposed 214-unit development at Sandy Beach, citing school safety as a 
concern. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic changing virtually everything in our lives so far, many students may not get to enjoy 
the rite of passage that is graduation, the culmination of so much hard work. 

But you can commemorate your child’s achievement by submitting a photo and short write-up to The Journal for the 
low cost of $9.50 + tax. 

We will run a full-colour graduation keepsake in the 

June 17th issue. 
Please submit a photo with the following information: 
•	 Student’s	name	
•	 Which	town	they	live	in	
•	 Which	school	they	would
  be graduating from 
•	 A	few	notes	from	the	family,	not	exceeding	100	words	please!	
Payable by PayPal or credit card. Please submit on our website at: 
www.yourlocaljournal.ca. 
Anyone	graduating	 is	 eligible, whether from elementary school, secondary school, 

Cegep,	or	university.	And	wearing	the	grad	hat	is	completely	optional.

eJournal
www.your loca l journa l . ca

Celebrate your 
child’s graduation 
in  

DEADLINE

Monday, June 15 th
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Summer is near, marking another chapter in 
the lives of my kids who are on the verge of grad-
uating and taking the next big life steps, whether 
it’s more education or venturing out into the 
professional working world.

I wish I had better advice to give them but 
everything is different now. It’s rare for people 
to have one career for their entire life and even 
more unheard of for those of Generation Z. 
Throw in the post-pandemic mode of working, 

and current and future jobs take on a whole new set of parameters.
But I have learned one thing over the years, something that gets 

repeated virtually every generation, no matter how old you are…. Fake 
it ‘til you make it… Never let them see you sweat... Act as if.

Act as if you have every right to be there.
Act as if what you’re saying will be backed up by a higher source.
Act as if you’re a little annoyed about being questioned – but just 

a little.
Don’t be arrogant but simply give the impression you know what 

you’re talking about. Say it with an air of confidence. If you stand your 
ground (even if you know what’s coming out of your mouth is false) 
you’ll be amazed at how easily your conviction can sway an audience.

I landed an internship at Canadian Press while in the last semes-
ter of school where I was fortunate to work with a great group and 
learned how to write pieces destined for national rather than local 
readership.

During my internship, Kathie Lee Gifford (formerly of Regis and Ka-
thie Lee) and her then partner Hoda Kotb were touring Old Montreal.

The office guys (a great bunch but not the typical KLG fan-club) 
seemed pleased to hand the media assignment over to me, along with 
a letter from the bureau chief vouching for my validity as a staff mem-
ber.

Arriving at Place Jacques Cartier, about 10 minutes late on a humid 
Montreal summer day, under the blazing noonday sun, I was already 
cranky and wondering why I thought a degree was worth stalking Ka-
thie Lee Gifford. I quickly encountered the daily rental security team 
who locked elbows and assumed the defence stance as I approached.

I held out my letter from Canadian Press validating my presence at 
the site, explaining that I was there on assignment. They waved me 
through.

I got my interview, photos, even a selfie with the duo, and submit-
ted most of my article through text messages back to the news room.

It was only when I actually arrived back at the office and saw the 
aforementioned letter forgotten on my desk – what I had held out to 
the security was a plain white envelope. But I must’ve done it with 
such conviction that they believed me.

I thought of this years later while driving along Montée Saint-Lazare 
into largely agricultural territory where I spotted an SQ cruiser parked 
on the shoulder with lights flashing. The only other car’s inhabitant 
was standing at the side of the road with a very impressive lens at-
tached to his camera.

“What’s going on,” I asked.
“Small airplane crashed,” he said.
I approached the SQ patrol officer to see if, as a journalist, I could 

access the site. As expected, it was a flat-out ‘no.’
My then vantage-point was far from the actual site of the crash but 

I pulled out my Canon Rebel, tripod, and telephoto lens, all purchased 
as a big-box promo-pack, and hoped for the best. The other photogra-
pher looked down his lens at me.

“You’re not gonna get anything with that,” he said. He was right.
On the other side of the field, investigators from the Transportation 

Safety Board of Canada were arriving and accessing the scene via a 
secondary dirt road. So I drove over there and acted as if I belonged. 
Nobody stopped me.

I kept a respectful distance from the actual crash site and snapped 
my photos. With both entrances now manned by police, I had no op-
tion but to keep up the charade. I drove through the field back to the 
first entrance, gave the cop a polite nod, went back to the office and 
filed my story.

To this day, I remind my kids – It’s not the size of the lens that mat-
ters. It’s the attitude of the photographer.

THE SOAPBOX
CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Act as if

PHOTO COURTESY ALEXANDRE WOLFORD

Acting as pro-mayor, Alexandre Wolford 
(centre) receives two awards (Four Fleurons 
and finalist of the year in Green category) 
awarded to the Town of Pincourt at the Gala 
des Fleurons 2019 in Drummondville.

One of Quebec’s youngest 
municipal councillors 

stepping down
Alexandre Wolford, Town Councillor 

for District 1 of the Town of Pincourt, an-
nounced he will not seek a third term in 
the 2021 municipal elections. After 15 
years of service to his community, in-
cluding eight years as an elected official, 
this Pincourt native is leaving his seat in 
a democratic effort to make room for 
new ideas. 

As reported in The Journal in 2016, 
his community involvement began at 
age 16 when he first started working at 
the Pincourt Omni-Centre handling vari-
ous responsibilities and tasks over the 
next six years which is what eventually 
led him to run for councillor in the 2013 
municipal election at the age of 22.

With a strong academic background 
in the urban field and a focus on trans-
portation, Wolford dedicated his po-
litical career towards more sustainable 
development and mobility. By helping to 
lay the groundwork for the Town of Pin-
court’s first-ever environmental action 
plan, he believes he has provided a, “…
serious, recognized and ambitious lega-
cy that will redefine the face of the town 
for years to come.” A change he feels is 
necessary, as the community can only 
develop further if it does so by protect-
ing its territory and ensuring the sustain-
ability of its practices and investments 
from now on. 

Wolford was the first President of the 
Town of Pincourt’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Committee and has been involved 
in many public and citizen committees. 
However, he was also involved in vari-
ous regional organizations, including the 
Société de Développement du Parc his-
torique de la Pointe-du-Moulin, and has 
also represented Pincourt at the provin-

cial level by being appointed to several 
committees of the Union des municipali-
tés du Québec (UMQ).

“It was a pleasure having Alex as a 
Town Councillor and we are sad to see 
him leave,” said Nick Cinquino, a resi-
dent in Wolford’s district. “He has always 
answered our needs and been active in 
the best interest of the citizens.”

With his involvement in the Comité 
Action Jeunesse (CAJ), Wolford made a 
strong appeal to youth to get involved in 
politics. “It’s not the length of your re-
sumé that determines whether you are 
electable. It’s your commitment to the 
values you hold dear. Trust yourself and 
most importantly, let the citizens trust 
you.” 

Trees grow bigger and bigger ev-
ery year. Those which could fall and 
cause power outages as this one 
did need to be cut down. We have way 
too many trees here and getting permis-
sion to cut some down seems to be a 
real challenge. 

When regulations get to the point of 
absurdity then people will simply ignore 
them.

Richard Meades
Saint-Lazare

Thank you
Dear Editor,
I have never served in any armed 

forces for our country. I have been fortu-
nate growing up never having to face any 
call to arms. So for those great men and 
women of all races and religious beliefs 
who did answer the call, I never forget! 

Reading the June 3 edition of The 
Journal and, more specifically, the ‘Le-
gion News’ column, I just want to take 
the time to thank our brave soldiers. And 
thank you Corp. Martin Tanguay! 

God bless you all (whichever God you 
believe in!).

Steve Novakowski,
Rigaud

Letters
Continued from page 4

Spiros Roumeliotis
President

514-817-8923  Milemi2021@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL FOGGING

Fogging for disinfection of virus bacteria 
and COVID -19, General Maintenance, 
Carpet Cleaning, Renovations, Decks, 
Floors , and More!



John Jantak
The Journal

The Sûreté du Québec (SQ) was con-
gratulated for their consistent daily rap-
id response to the recent Île-aux-Tour-
tes Bridge closure which diverted traffic 
onto Highway 20 from Highway 40 and 
snarled vehicle flow for several days in 
many municipalities in the Vaudreuil-
Soulanges region including Vaudreuil-
Dorion which was severely impacted by 
the unexpected diversion and rerouting 
motorists through its territory.

The appreciation and thank-you ges-
ture was unanimously approved as a 
resolution by council during its regular 
bi-monthly session on June 7. “I’m very, 
very happy with the result and the fact 
the bridge was reopened almost two 
weeks before it was set to fully reopen. 
It’s a big relief for the city and our citi-
zens,” Mayor Guy Pilon told The Journal.

Pilon also thanked the EXO regional 
public transit authority and the provin-
cial Ministry of Transport for their rapid 
response to the unprecedented total 
bridge closure May 20, right before the 
long holiday weekend. He added that 

many citizens were impressed with the 
way the SQ dealt with the situation and 
did their best to make traffic along High-
way 20 and Harwood Boulevard flow as 
smoothly as possible.

‘Many positive comments’
“We received many positive com-

ments from our citizens and this is what 
helped us to decide to give special rec-
ognition to the SQ for the service they 
provided and the professional way they 
handled the situation by adopting this 
resolution,” said Pilon.

The mayor said the SQ reacted to 
the situation immediately and met with 
city officials to discuss the best strategy 
to implement in order to minimize the 
impact on traffic as much as possible 
which included having a police officer 
manually control the lights at each in-
tersection which helped to maintain a 
smooth flow of traffic.

Pinpointing bottlenecks
The city was also surveying the traf-

fic situation in real time by using Google 
maps to help pinpoint bottlenecks and 
informing the SQ of where backups 
were occurring. “They were able to re-

act to this information immediately and 
consistently. There were about 15 offi-
cers who were helping us deal with this 
situation,” said Pilon.

While the number of SQ officers de-
creased as portions of the Île-aux-Tour-
tes Bridge began reopening in stages, 

there were still about five officers who 
continued to monitor and respond to 
traffic situations as they occurred.

Highway 20 completion
The one thing necessary to prevent 

a similar situation from occurring again 
is for the province to take the initia-
tive and finally complete the stretch of 
Highway 20 that would run through the 
Dorion sector which has been a part 
of the original planned configuration 
of the roadway since 1965 and would 
bypass Harwood Boulevard altogether, 
said Pilon. The mayor has written to the 
two provincial Ministers of Transport 
– François Bonnardel and Chantal Rou-
leau – to explain the situation to them. 

Continued on page 12
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Traffic crawls onto the Taschereau Bridge connecting the island of L’Île-Perrot to Vaudreuil-
Dorion during the recent complete closure of the Île-aux-Tourtes Bridge for emergency re-
pairs. The roadway where Highway 20 becomes Harwood Boulevard, has been slated for 
completion since 1965.

Vaudreuil-Dorion council thanks 
SQ for help during bridge closure

ON THE WEB, BY PHONE AND IN SHOWROOM

EASY FINANCING
QUICK DELIVERY

INCREDIBLE ALLOWANCE
FOR YOUR TRADE-IN

450-455-0444

Get a home EV Charging 
Station at no charge.◊

(A value of $995)

2020 Leaf SL

Image for illustrative 
purposes only.

* PPSA, freight and preparation included - Taxes and registration not included. Regular interest rate. Certains conditions apply. Details in dealership.  ◊ Offer consists of a maximum credit of $995 applicable towards the purchase of an EV Home Charging Station at the time of initial vehicle purchase/lease/� nance. EV Home Charging Station Credit will be deducted from the 
negotiated selling price of the EV Home Charging Station before taxes. Any unused portion of the credit will be forfeited. No cash surrender value. Limited quantities available. Offer applies to qualifying EV Home Charging Station brands only; Brand may vary and is at each dealer’s discretion. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Selecting a home charging station of a higher 

value requires customer to pay the difference. Customer will not be credited any difference by selecting a home charging station of a lower value. Cannot be applied to past transactions or combined with the Nissan Vehicle Purchase Program (VPP). Conditions apply. See your dealer for details.

2021 Rogue SV AWD

Based on a price of $35,618. 60 payments of 399.71$ every month for 60 months. Interest rate of 3.5%
Residual value of 16,908.68$ - Based on an annual mileage of 20,000 KM - $0.08 fees per extra km

$35,618*$99*

60-MONTH LEASE
0$ DOWN PAYMENT

DEMO - 4900 KM

/WEEK

CASH PURCHASE PRICEEQUIVALENT TO

Pilon again calls for Highway 20 completion
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Shown here at a February 14 protest in Notre-Dame-de-l’Île-Perrot over a 17-unit 
housing development on 64th Avenue, members of MARE (Mouvement d’action ré-
gional en environnement) need area votes to secure their win for the David Suzuki 
prize in recognition of their environmental work in the region.

MARE in the running 
for David Suzuki prize
Réjeanne Bilodeau

Special contributor

An important contest is being organ-
ized by the David Suzuki Foundation and 
Demain Québec live this coming June 17 
at 6 p.m. in the presence of David Suzuki 
and Les Cowboys Fringants during which 
the three winners of the Demain 2021 
Prize will be revealed and will have the 
chance to present their projects to David 
Suzuki.

The team at CSUR Coop d’économie 
participative would like to spread the 
word so that people can vote before 
June 15 (closing date for voting) to see 
their favorite project win the most votes.  

The MARE group (Mouvement 
d’action régional en environnement) has 
supported many causes in our region 
and now needs the support of the local 
population.

MARE is a movement that aims to 
bring together people who feel power-
less through the current ecological crisis. 
Being united allows the movement to 
take concrete actions at the local level. 
For the past two years, MARE has been 
making a difference by bringing together 
many citizens in the region. 

Where does it act, where is it in-
volved? 

MARE is active in the western part of 
Montreal, has created a small commit-
tee in the Laurentians and is networking 
with other groups who defend the en-
vironment in the Montreal area.

Examples of what MARE has done
MARE has been responsible for many 

environmental advances. For example, 
the Town of Saint-Lazare adopted a by-
law to significantly increase the protec-
tion of its deep interior forests following 
the submission of a MARE document. 
MARE also requested a targeted BAPE 
(Bureau d’audiences publiques sur 
l’environnement) consultation on a pro-
ject led by Salaberry-de-Valleyfield and 
produced a document for this consulta-
tion; the BAPE report agreed with MARE. 
The actions undertaken are as much 
about raising awareness among youth, 
notably during day camps, as they are 
about the development of a nourishing 
forest in Coteau-du-Lac, or the reoxygen-
ation of a river in this same municipality.

What will you do with the grant of-
fered by the David Suzuki Foundation?

We believe that we must sensitize 
our local governments to become more 
globally involved in environmental pro-
tection. A web of citizen groups that 
are advocating for the protection of a 
natural treasure in their municipality 
has begun to develop and we want to 
strengthen this web. We are developing 
tools to help citizens as well as a web-
site. The ‘natural treasures’ that are im-
portant to citizens will be listed on this 
site with the help of a map, among other 
things. We hope that elected officials 
will consult this site before developing a 
new residential area.

Here are some actions already ac-
complished by the group over the last 
two years
•  Youth awareness:
 • Presence in day camps
 • Drawing contest for a nesting box
•  Nurturing forest in Coteau-du-Lac
•  Less grass, more biodiversity
•  Demonstrations:
 • For climate and social justice in 
  Valleyfield in March 
  (over 120 people)
 • Protest against the housing develop-

ment on 64th Avenue in Notre-Dame-
de-l’Île-Perrot (75 people)

 • For the protection of Sandy Beach 
(250 people)

•  Let’s re-oxygenate the Rivière Rouge
• Declaration of climate emergency in 

Valleyfield
•  BAPE: request for targeted public con-

sultation and submission of a brief 
regarding the St. Francis Bay shoreline 
stabilization project and a new boat 
launch (the BAPE report supported 
our demands on almost every level).

•  Protection of ecosystems
• 13 groups are currently 
 collaborating with us on the 
 Network (including Pincourt Vert  

 and the Rousseau Forest)
• Publication of a Citizen’s Guide to  

 the protection of natural 
 environments
• Collaboration with the cities 
 (Valleyfield, Saint-Lazare)
For more information on MARE, con-

sult mouvementmare.org
To cast your vote, consult 
http://wshe.es/fkv4MIyG

Welcome to our advice column featuring 
The Journal’s own Karen Simmons who brings 
a mix of life experience, common sense, and 
a loving heart to any situation. Have you got 
a dating issue? Family problem? Unresolved 
friendship issues? Just ask Karen.

Send your questions confidentially and 
anonymously to karen@yourlocaljournal.ca 

*******

Dear Karen,
My mother in-law recently touched my belly and asked me if I 

was pregnant... I am not. I have, however, noticed that my metabo-
lism is slowing down (Uuuughhhh). 

She may be longing for a grandchild, but WE are not. How would 
you handle this situation? 

Dear Not Pregnant,
If you could see me now I’m pretty sure you would see steam 

coming out of my ears. Oh my God! I cannot understand some peo-
ple. Your mother-in-law, with her one simple comment, brought up 
arguably two of the most sensitive subjects for women – The deci-
sion whether or not to have children, and our weight.

Deciding whether or not to have children is perhaps the most 
personal choice any couple will make together. In fact, very often 
it isn’t even a choice. Sometimes, through no fault of our own, the 
decision gets taken away from us and I can only imagine how painful 
that must be for a couple who wants nothing more than to have a 
child together. Some couples struggle for years and years to try and 
have a child to no avail. It’s a very sensitive subject for a lot of people 
and most people have enough decorum not to bring it up unless 
asked. Even if your mother-in-law is hoping that you’ll make her a 
grandmother one day, she should respect your decision and keep 
her hands and her comments to herself. 

And although I can’t imagine what was going through her mind 
that day, I’m pretty sure it wasn’t her intention to hurt you.  Is it pos-
sible she thought she was being funny by pointing out that you had 
gained a bit of weight? News flash! We’re in the middle of a global 
pandemic. Who among us hasn’t gained a few pounds over the last 
year and a half? In fact, Mr. Google tells me that anywhere from 38.2 
to 61 per cent of Americans report having gained an average of 15 
lbs since March, 2019.

Try to find the right moment to let your mother-in-law know that 
her comment hurt your feelings. After all, if you don’t tell her, you’re 
leaving yourself vulnerable to it happening again. 

And if the weight you’ve gained is bothering you, remember that 
the world is starting to open up again.  Get out there for a walk. It’s 
good for the body and the mind!

*******

Dear Karen,
Now that things are slowly reopening and the warm weather is 

here, a couple of friends and I went to Montreal for a drink on a 
terrace to celebrate the end of lockdown. Midway through our eve-
ning, I happened to glance over at a nearby alleyway where a man 
was exposing himself and evidently, enjoying it. When other patrons 
began to notice and react, he slunk away but it really took the good 
vibe away from our little celebration. 

How should I handle this if it ever happens again?

Dear Downer Vibes,
Well let’s start by hoping that will never happen to you again. 

Yikes…Way to ruin a party! It’s very unsettling to me that this type of 
thing happens, and I think we need to assume that this person prob-
ably isn’t well which is actually quite sad.

I hope that you took the time to inform the manager of the res-
taurant what you witnessed. Hopefully they can keep their eyes 
open to make sure it doesn’t happen again.

As far as making sure this isn’t repeated, unfortunately the only 
way to accomplish that would be for you to live the rest of your life 
under a rock. My advice is to enjoy your summer, hit the terraces 
and rest assured that the likelihood of this happening to you again 
are very small. Cheers!

ADVICE FROM THE HEART

KAREN SIMMONS
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Ville de l’Île-Perrot Mayor Pierre Séguin, lower right, announced he will seek a second term 
in the upcoming November elections.
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Île-Perrot council 
round-up

Jules-Pierre Malartre
Special contributor

The city council of Île-Perrot held its 
monthly meeting over Zoom June 8 and 
Mayor Pierre Séguin opened by com-
menting on the recent shelving of the 
water recreational center project due to 
escalating construction costs. In a press 
release dated June 3, the city announced 
that, due to the sharp cost increases in 
the construction industry, the council 
had to reject all quotes received for the 
construction of the recreational center. 

“The cost of the project was esti-
mated at approximately $3.2 million,” 
Séguin said. According to the press re-
lease, the lowest bid received by the city 
was to the order of $7.4 million which 
corresponds to a 230 per cent increase 
over initial projected costs. 

“We’re convinced that this is still an 
excellent project. We will not set it aside 
before having studied the options,” Sé-
guin said, adding that some options had 
already been presented to the city.

The project is not being abandoned, 
but it will be put on hold indefinitely.

“We are working hard to find intelli-
gent solutions,” the mayor added. 

Le Perrotois
The next issue of Le Perrotois, the 

city’s newsletter, should be sent to resi-
dents in the next few days, according to 
Mayor Séguin. 

“Watch your mailbox,” Séguin said. 
“We are having it distributed by Can-
ada Post to make sure every resident 
receives their copy.” Le Perrotois offers 
local information, including details on 
planned activities for the summer. The 
newsletter also includes important in-
formation on water consumption. May-
or Séguin calls on all residents to respect 
the yard watering schedules and limits. 

“We may live on an island, we may 
have a lot of water in Quebec, but the 
temperature is very high at the onset 
of this month, so people need to re-
spect watering schedules to make sure 
we don’t have to resort, as we had to 
do before, on completely prohibiting 
watering.” Séguin stated that inspector 
presence would be increased on the ter-
ritory to enforce respect of the watering 
schedule. 

“A lot of people are watering during 
the day, and we don’t understand why,” 
he added.

Fire Prevention Week and home vis-
its

The Fire Department will be conduct-
ing home visits to verify the functioning 
of smoke detectors in the coming days. 
Firefighters will not be coming into resi-
dents’ homes in view of the pandemic, 
but they will hand out a flyer and a form 
to be filled out.

Municipal elections
Mayor Séguin took the opportunity 

to announce he would run for a second 
term during the coming municipal elec-
tions this fall. An official announcement 
is forthcoming. During the meeting, the 
council approved a resolution to allow 
voting by postal ballot for residents aged 
70 and over in view of the ongoing pan-
demic.  

Inter-municipal declaration for cli-
mate protection

“This is a highly political resolution,” 
Séguin said. “Climate is important. We 
must take care of our water, which is 
something we take for granted.” The 
declaration to be endorsed by cities 
across the province requires signatories 
not only to adopt a clear engagement 
towards protecting our climate, but also 
to introduce concrete measures to fight 
global warming. The text of the decla-
ration clearly states that fighting global 

warming requires local actions. The res-
olution was passed unanimously.

When asked by The Journal if the city 
had plans to try to save the few remain-
ing natural wooded areas on the city’s 
territory, Séguin answered that such 
lands were privately owned and that 
there was nothing the city could do. En-
vironmentalists agree that not only pre-
serving but increasing forests are key in 
fighting climate change. Area towns such 
as Pincourt and Rigaud have already tak-
en significant steps towards preserving 
forests by moving to reacquire wooded 
areas to save them from development. 
The town of Île-Perrot faced criticism by 
a group of residents recently for not tak-
ing steps to preserve the wooded area 
affectionately known as ‘Boisé du parc’ 
which fell prey to the Place Madore de-
velopment project. 

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Work began in May to clear out trees in the area known locally as Boisé du parc for a housing 
development.

•  Aluminum
•  Vinyl
•  Brick

•  Windows
•  Roof Cleaning
•  Deck Cleaning

•  Exterior  Painting
•  Uni-stone

PHOTO COURTESY FACEBOOK

Relief efforts for victims 
of fire on Brunswick Blvd.

A devastating fire took place June 
4 at 9 p.m., destroying 149 homes in 
two buildings on Brunswick Boulevard 
in Dollard-des-Ormeaux. One hundred 
firefighters from the Service de sécu-
rité incendie Montréal were deployed 
to control the flames and 300 individ-
uals were evacuated safely. The SPVM 
and Municipal Patrol were on site to 
assist with the victims. Thankfully, ev-
eryone is safe and no lives were lost. 

“I am overwhelmed by the out-
pouring of support by our residents 
and our local non-profit organiza-
tions,” expressed Mayor Alex Bottaus-
ci. “Our focus right now is helping the 
fire victims in any way we can. I thank 
the West Island non-profit organiza-
tions for their partnership in finding 
solutions for our residents.”  

Most victims of the fire were able 
to stay with family and friends and 
the rest were relocated in hotels. The 
city is currently collaborating with 
the administration of the buildings, 
the Red Cross, the Office municipal 
d’habitation de Montréal and local,  
non-profit organizations to find long-
term solutions for the fire victims.

For those who wish to help, finan-
cial donations are mostly needed.
Financial donations
 Partage-Action has put in place a 

Neighbours Relief Fund dedicated 
to the fire victims. To make a dona-
tion, visit communityshares.ca.

Food donations
 West Island Mission wimmoi.org
 On Rock Ministries onrock.org
 West Island Assistance Fund 
 fdoi.org
Clothing Donations
 West Island Assistance Fund 
 fdoi.org 
Furniture donations: 
 Due to COVID-19, furniture dona-

tions cannot be accepted.  
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Curfew None None None None

Masks Starting June 25, relaxation of restrictions at private home gatherings for people who 
are adequately vaccinated (Ex. : both shots of vaccine)

Outdoor private home gatherings Maximum 8 people or occupants of 
2 homes (distancing) 

Maximum 8 people or occupants of 
2 homes (distancing) 

Maximum 8 people or occupants of 
2 homes (distancing)

Maximum 10 people or occupants of 
3 homes (distancing)

Indoor private home gatherings
  

Maximum occupants of 2 homes 
(distancing and masks)

Maximum 10 people or occupants of 
3 homes (distancing and masks)

Private events or social activities 
in outdoor public settings

Maximum 8 people or occupants  
of 2 homes (distancing and masks)

Maximum 12 people or occupants  
of 2 homes (distancing and masks)

Maximum 12 people or occupants  
of 2 homes (distancing)   

Maximum 50 people (distancing)

Private events or social activities 
in rented halls or indoor public 
settings

  
Maximum occupants of 2 homes 
(distancing and masks)

Maximum 25 people  
(distancing and masks)

Bars   Maximum occupants of 2 homes 
(some restrictions)

Maximum 10 people  
(some restrictions)

Starting June 11, terraces open (Some restrictions)  
Maximum 2 adults or occupants of the same home

Restaurants Terraces open (maximum 2 people with 
their children under the age of 18 or 
occupants of the same home)

Maximum 2 people with their children 
under the age of 18 or occupants of 
the same home

Maximum occupants of 2 homes Maximum 10 people 

Indoor sports and recreational 
activities

Alone, in pairs or occupants of the 
same home  
Open facilities: pools, skating rinks  
and facilities for playing tennis and 
badminton

Alone, in pairs or occupants  
of the same home  
Open facilities : all (including gyms)

Maximum groups of 12  
(practice with no contacts)  
Open facilities : all (including gyms)

Maximum groups of 25  
(practice with brief contacts)  
Open facilities : all (including gyms)

Outdoor sports and recreational 
activities

Maximum groups of 8 or occupants of 
2 home (practice with no contacts)

Maximum groups of 12 or occupants 
of 2 home (practice with no contacts)

Maximum groups of 12  
(practice with brief contacts)

Maximum groups of 50  
(practice with brief contacts)

Starting June 11, maximum groups of 25 (practice with no contacts and supervised)
Starting June 11, maximum groups 
of 25 (practice with brief contacts and 
supervised)

Places of worship Maximum 25 people Maximum 100 people Maximum 250 people Maximum 250 people

Funerals and weddings Maximum 25 people Maximum 25 people Maximum 50 people Maximum 50 people

FORTHCOMING LOOSENING OF MEASURES, 
BY LEVEL

Progressive relief depending on 
epidemiological situation and 
vaccination coverage

• Flexibility in childcare and 
preschool settings

• Return to normal organization at 
primary and secondary level

• Return to face-to-face work in 
higher education

• Progressive return to face-to-
face work

• Additional relief for gatherings, 
sports and recreation

• Increased person limits for 
indoor venues and outdoor 
events

• End of color levels

• Reduced requirements for masks 
and distancing in public places 
or events for people who are 
adequately vaccinated 

Learn more about all the details 
of these measures at:

Québec.ca/reopeningplan

 1 877 644-4545
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(distancing and masks)

Bars   Maximum occupants of 2 homes 
(some restrictions)

Maximum 10 people  
(some restrictions)

Starting June 11, terraces open (Some restrictions)  
Maximum 2 adults or occupants of the same home

Restaurants Terraces open (maximum 2 people with 
their children under the age of 18 or 
occupants of the same home)

Maximum 2 people with their children 
under the age of 18 or occupants of 
the same home
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Indoor sports and recreational 
activities

Alone, in pairs or occupants of the 
same home  
Open facilities: pools, skating rinks  
and facilities for playing tennis and 
badminton

Alone, in pairs or occupants  
of the same home  
Open facilities : all (including gyms)

Maximum groups of 12  
(practice with no contacts)  
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Maximum groups of 25  
(practice with brief contacts)  
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Outdoor sports and recreational 
activities

Maximum groups of 8 or occupants of 
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FORTHCOMING LOOSENING OF MEASURES, 
BY LEVEL

Progressive relief depending on 
epidemiological situation and 
vaccination coverage

• Flexibility in childcare and 
preschool settings

• Return to normal organization at 
primary and secondary level

• Return to face-to-face work in 
higher education

• Progressive return to face-to-
face work

• Additional relief for gatherings, 
sports and recreation

• Increased person limits for 
indoor venues and outdoor 
events

• End of color levels

• Reduced requirements for masks 
and distancing in public places 
or events for people who are 
adequately vaccinated 

Learn more about all the details 
of these measures at:

Québec.ca/reopeningplan

 1 877 644-4545
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Grinning grads

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

The tiny tots at Garderie Les Enfants de l’Île in Île-Perrot celebrated their graduation in 
a different way June 8. Given ongoing pandemic precautions, educators and parents es-
corted the kids outside and their achievement was fêted with balloons and a cacophony 
of honking horns from passing motorists. Congratulations to the kids and to the team 
for creative thinking.

Greenwood’s 
opening weekend

PHOTO COURTESY GENEVIÈVE GRENIER

The Greenwood Centre for Living History, located at 254 Main Road in Hudson, opens 
for their 25th season this Saturday and Sunday, June 12 and 13 from 12 to 4 p.m. Tours 
of the historic home can be reserved by calling (450) 458-5396 or emailing history@
greenwoodcentre.org. A special exhibit titled ‘Women of Greenwood’ runs all summer 
Wednesday through Saturday, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Cost is $10 per person. 

Yes indeed that’s how it feels now and for the 
future here at Crooked Tree Corner dear readers. 
Well, at least for four more years until the lease is 
up. Then let’s see if we are ready for the future or 
if the future is ready for us.

You see, to be completely honest, the bestie 
and I, like many of you, have kind of stagnated 
over the last 15 months since the era of ‘Covide’ 
began. Same old, same old. Boring. Seemed like 
we were going nowhere. You know what I mean 
my beautiful married people, don’t pretend you 

don’t. Facing down the famous 20 year itch and needing to spice things 
up in the garage, we knew it was time to throw caution to the wind and 
do something drastic. Something crazy, unexpected, spontaneous! So, 
deciding to walk on the wild side we downsized from the normal sub-
urban norm of two cars and one fat cat to… one car. I know – crazy, 
right?! One car? Who does that? I can see the neighbours hurriedly pass-
ing by the only single-car house in the ‘hood whispering to each other in 
disgust, “Do you see that ugly half-empty driveway?” 

“They MUST be divorced!” 
“Did she murder him and dump the body in the trunk of his old car and 

drive it over to Jack Layton Park and into the Lake of Two Mountains?”
Let me assure you, we are still together and doing fine, thank you very 

much. And I still have all my fingernails and both ears. Yes indeed, how 
many of you have the cojones to buck society and become a single-car 
household? And if you can believe it we don’t have logistic spreadsheets 
taped to the fridge or ‘rock, paper, scissors’ fights daily to see who gets 
to drive the new electro-mobile. We are using an ancient philosophical 
technique called ‘compromise.’ Now there is no incense burning in the 
house or tiny Zen garden in the bathroom, we just simply figure it out. 
So far, it is working swimmingly. Better than expected. I have great faith 
for the strength of our union for another 20 years. Did I mention we are 
officially 10 days in? Outstanding!

However… In our rush to shake things up and be cooler (or at least 
less tepid), we went out and bought a hybrid vehicle. Not being hip in 
any way, I myself thought that a hybrid car was a mix of car and truck, 
you know like those old Chevy El Caminos that I always thought were 
the bee’s knees (see I can be hip and chill…). How wrong I was. How very 
wrong.

After driving white-knuckled and wide-eyed the 1.2 kms back from 
the dealership to the safety of CTC, our new ‘four-wheel computer’ 
stayed firmly parked in the driveway as I intensely pored through the 
manual like a teenager the night before an algebra exam trying to unlock 
its secrets. Feverishly I tried to decipher the hieroglyphics hidden within 
that spoke of advanced physic properties such as ‘kilowatt usage,’ ‘blind-
spot detection,’ ‘lane-departure warnings’ and other forms of witchcraft. 
For the first time in my life, I had settled into the cockpit of a vehicle with 
no shifter. NO shifter. How do you make the thing move? Where do you 
rest your hand while you drive? 

Turning the CPU on, I sat and waited for the engine to engage. Silence. 
Was it trying to trick me into making a false move so it could eject me 
out into the early summer morning? Was there a secret word I needed to 
use? Did it want a Fancy Feast cat treat? 

The final straw was when I finally worked up the courage and with 
sweaty palms pushed the ‘R’ button engaging the rolling poltergeist into 
reverse, I was immediately confronted with a large screen showing the 
360-degree image of ourselves from up on high (probably from the Inter-
national Space Station itself). I lost it. I was never a conspiracy theorist 
but obviously SOMEONE is watching us. I’m not making this stuff up folks 
– this is the stuff even Gene Roddenberry couldn’t think of! 

But we are slowly learning to tame this silent beast and have trepida-
tiously ventured out a couple of times driving out in the wilds where 
there are no potential casualties to run into. But keep your wits about 
you when you venture out into Readerville my beauties. You never know 
when you will turn the corner only to see two white-faced wide-eyed 
happily-married people hopelessly staring out the windshield silently 
bearing down on you at 15 kms/hr frantically trying to find the abort or 
eject button. Consider yourselves warned.

From the future Crooked Tree Corner helium fill-up station and Quikie-
Mart for flying Uber electro-copters here in Shangri-La – Sociable!

KICK IN THE ARTS

BRIAN GALLAGHER

It’s a brave new world

PHOTO BY STEVE GERRARD

“We gave them a lot of examples of 
where they’ve done the same thing else-
where which has resulted in much less 
traffic and I hope I will have a positive 
answer and get to have a meeting with 

them to make sure they understand the 
project,” said Pilon.

“Everything has already been done. 
The land has been expropriated. They 
don’t have to start the process. Bring the 
bulldozers and the asphalt. I think it’ll 
take about one to one-and-a-half years 
to do it – that’s if they want to. I would 
like to see this project fast-tracked.”

Vaudreuil-Dorion
Continued from page 7

Why was the ghost such 
a bad liar?

You could see right through him
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Senior life 
Seniors and cannabis use – a growing trend
C.J. Maxwell

Special contributor

In the over two-and-a-half years 
since cannabis has been legalized in Can-
ada, it’s not a surprise that the greying 
population has been more open to em-
bracing its reported therapeutic benefits 
than previous generations of seniors. 
And while its medical use has been legal 
since 2001 – with a prescription – the 
current legal availability of oils, balms, 
and buds, coupled with the reduction in 
social stigma, has many seniors opting to 
try it for the array of ailments that often 
accompany the aging human body.

According to a Harvard University 
study, the main conditions seniors seek 
to address with cannabis are pain, neur-
opathy (nerve numbness and dysfunc-
tion), insomnia, and anxiety. Further 
benefits have been found in treating 
other conditions including Multiple 
sclerosis, glaucoma, and Parkinson’s dis-
ease.

In an informal poll conducted via so-
cial media, many senior readers of The 
Journal were not shy about revealing 
their preference for cannabis over con-
ventional medications whether for mild 
insomnia or severe pain management.

“I have a spinal cord injury and it 
helps with neuropathy, inflammation, 
spasticity, muscle spasms, insomnia and 
anxiety. I was able to go off all opioids 
and pain meds five years ago,” one re-
spondent wrote. “I make oils, salves 
and teas. Buy some premade medical 
products like edibles and rosins, and live 
resins.”

According to precisionextraction.
com, Rosin is made by applying high heat 
and pressure to fresh buds, hash, or keif 
to release the resin from the plant. This 
resin contains high amounts of THC and 
CBD, making it a potent product.

“There is a learning curve to see what 
works for each person,” the respondent 
continued. “I am helped the most by 1:1 
ration or balanced THC/CBD products ... 
the entourage effect. Always start with 
small doses and increase slowly.”

For newcomers to the cannabis 
world, THC – short for tetrahydrocan-

nabinol – is the component responsible 
for the psychoactive and intoxicating 
effects of cannabis while CDB cannabi-
diol is non-intoxicating and offers thera-
peutic benefits without the ‘stoned’ 
component which results from trad-
itional cannabis use.

One anecdote shared was, “My mom 
is a cancer survivor and 65. She had bad 
pain as a consequence from surgeries. 
A doctor in Montreal prescribed a can-
nabis medication without THC. She did 
great with it. She took it for six months 
and had great results.”

Another reader said that as a cancer 
survivor at the Princess Margaret Hos-
pital in Toronto, CDB use was recom-
mended for pain, sleep, and the nausea 
associated with chemotherapy.

“Until it is federally legal in the USA, 
and pharmaceutical companies start 
investing and selling, cannabis will un-
fortunately not be used as much as it 
should,” she added.

Sleep disruptions are a common 
plight on the aging body and another 
reader volunteered, “I take some about 
an hour before going to bed. It really re-
laxes me and helps me sleep. I used to 
wake up numerous times throughout 
the night – now I don’t. I take the Libère 
type CBD oil.”

While the benefits are well-docu-
mented and a welcome alternative to 
those who either wish not to consume 
more traditional medicines or for those 
who find their efficacy has waned over 
long-term use, cannabis use is not with-
out its risks. 

Long-term and frequent use, espe-
cially if smoked, can damage lungs as 
cannabis smoke contains some of the 
same harmful chemicals present in to-
bacco smoke. Frequent use can also 

have detrimental effects on mental 
health.

Like any other medication, it’s best to 
consult with a health care practitioner 
before venturing into an SQDC outlet 
to self-medicate. Contraindications can 
occur if cannabis is ingested at the same 
time that other prescribed medications 
are being used.

For more information, consult 
tinyurl.com/efyhp45f

PHOTO COURTESY SHUTTERSTOCK

With the stigma fading, many seniors are open to trying cannabis products to mitigate some 
of the aches and pains associated with aging and some illnesses. Like any ingested substance, 
check with your doctor first.

17 Boulevard de la Cité-des-Jeunes, Suite 140,Vaudreuil-Dorion, QC J7V 9S6 

514-282-2114

*Valid until Dec.31,2021

Valleyfield
616 Ch. Larocque, suite 140 

450 371 6617

Valleyfield
35 Rue de Grande-Île 

450 371-6612

Vaudreuil-Dorion
3031 de la Gare boul., suite #102
Free parking

450 455-2525

A team of professionals at
your service for over 50 years

514-993-2286 Cash Only.
Mask mandatory

ESTATE 
SALE

421 LAKEVIEW
HUDSON

Friday, June 18th & 
Saturday, June 19th

9:30am to 5:00pm

Call Kathleen at (514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com

Downsize or declutter your home 

Sell/donate unwanted items 

Arrange an estate sale 

Pack and unpack if you’re moving 

Arrange and manage your move 

Plan and setup your new space

A Gentle, Personalized Approach

smallernest.com
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PHOTO COURTESY ROD HODGSON

This new plaque is dedicated to one of three 
members of the 1 Canadian Parachute Bat-
talion from Hudson, Stan Bowen. For all we 
know he might have been among those in 
the other attached photo above of his Bat-
talion.

Rod L. Hodgson
Special contributor

Last week the Canadian flag outside 
our Legion was at half mast in memory 
of the 215 Indigenous children who were 
recently found buried at the Kamloops 
Residential School. The flag remained 
down until the evening of June 8. 

June 6 was the 77th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings on the Normandy coast 
of France. The flag outside the Legion 
was raised early in the morning then im-
mediately lowered to half mast for the 
duration of the day in memory of the 
14,500 Canadians who landed that day. 
Many were from Hudson; on land, sea 
and in the air. There were 914 Canadi-
ans killed or wounded on what is often 
called ‘The Longest Day’ but luckily all 
those from Hudson survived. Canadian 
forces pushed further inland that day 
than any other allied force. 

In the early evening the flag was 
raised once again then lowered until 
June 8 as mentioned above.

Stan Bowen landed behind enemy 
lines in the very early hours of D-Day 
but was severely injured. Stan was well 
known in Hudson as a prominent and 
very early member of our Legion Br. 
#115, an avid curler and for many years a 
member of the Como, Hudson and Hud-
son Heights Volunteer Fire Department 
where he served as Deputy Chief. 

We still have 13 T-shirts left to sell and 

eight packs of hasty notes. Shirts are $25 
and hasty notes $10 for a pack of 10+ en-
velopes. If you are interested send us an 
e-mail at rcl115@videtron.ca

Your Executive Board held a meeting 
June 9 and one of the more important 
discussions discussed that evening was 
our potential reopening. This column 
and a general e-mail will keep you all up 
to date on when, if and how we will pro-
ceed over the next few weeks. Please be 
patient as we have to follow Provincial 
and Legion guidelines.

Lest we forget…

PHOTOS COURTESY ROD HODGSON

D-Day landings on the Normandy coast of France.

Legion News

Title: The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert (1994) 

Directed by: Stephan Elliott 
Genre: Comedy/Musical 
Available on: Amazon Prime, Hollywood Suite
Weekly Challenge #21 – An ‘LGBTQ+ Favourite’ 
Brief Synopsis: Two drag queens and one trans-

gender woman travel on a dilapidated tour bus 
(named Priscilla) through the Australian Outback to 
perform in the remote town of Alice Springs. 

Scores:  96% Rotten Tomatoes, 7.5 IMDb
Review: 
Happy Pride Month! What better way to celebrate than with one of the 

most iconic and beloved LGBTQ+ movies, the 1994 Australian road-trip com-
edy The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. Starring the brilliant 
trio of Hugo Weaving, Guy Pearce and Terence Stamp, Priscilla has ballooned 
in popularity over the past decades. Weaving and Pearce play gay men Tick 
and Adam, but are better known by their drag queen aliases, Mitzi and Fe-
licia. Having been offered a job in the remote Alice Springs in the middle of 
Australia, they finagle an old tour bus (christened ‘Priscilla’), and, along with 
trans-woman Bernadette (who is grieving the sudden death of her partner), 
set off on the days-long, dangerous drive across the Outback. Along the way, 
they meet many different types of people, some who are surprisingly open 
and helpful, with others full of bigotry and hatred, but also soon realize that 
the destination of Alice Springs may hold some secrets beyond the show. 

Beyond being a delightful road-trip comedy, Priscilla is an incredibly pro-
gressive and good-hearted story. Beyond the regrettable portrayal of Cynthia 
(a poorly portrayed Filipino-Australian, and the biggest knock on this film), 
many different groups are shown in great light. The LGBTQ+ community is 
well represented with nuanced, layered characters. While not all Australians 
are open to their performances and sexuality, many are accepting after get-
ting to know them, and an encounter with Aboriginal Australians gives us a 
delightful didgeridoo remix of ‘I Will Survive’ by Gloria Gaynor. Yet Priscilla 
does not reside in a world where everyone magically holds hands and sings 
Kumbaya in a circle. Priscilla wisely knows to balance the fun and experimen-
tation of drag culture with the harsh realities of being gay in the 90s. After 
a night of partying in one town with a friendly group, the hungover crew 
wakes up to vitriolic hate written across their bus. In another town, initial 
flirtation quickly turns into acts of violence when a man realizes he has hit 
on a drag queen, causing a near murder to occur. While clearly a comedy, 
Priscilla understands that tragedy underscores this world due to systemic, 
conscious and subconscious homophobia and transphobia, and to tell any 
other type of story would be a disservice to the shared reality of the LGBTQ+ 
community. In the most heartbreaking scene, Tick exposes that even he, an 
outed gay man and drag queen, is guilty of homophobic talking points and 
perspectives. It turns out that systemic homophobia is so prevalent that even 
those actively fighting against it can fall into its trap.  

As someone who was born in the 90s and who witnessed the legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage in my province before I was out of grade school, 
outward homophobia has always felt like it came from an older, forgotten 
time. In fact, the popularity of Pride Month and support for the LGBTQ+ com-
munity has grown so much in previous years to a point that companies are 
finding it in their economic best interest to outright pander, despite having 
never given financial or emotional aid to these communities in the past. So, 
beyond the branding, remember to take affirmative action against LGBTQ+-
phobia, vote and demand that representatives don’t just pay lip-service but 
take actual legislative steps forward for these communities, and most of all, 
love and respect each other. Happy Pride y’all. 

Did you enjoy the musical numbers in Priscilla? Then join us next week on 
MYMHM, where we watch the film Walk Hard: 
The Dewey Cox Story to complete the challenge 
of ‘A Forgotten Musical.’ Feel free to watch ahead 
on the CTV App, or rent on YouTube. Happy 
streaming!

Want even more MYMHM content? Check out 
our BRAND NEW PODCAST, ‘Reelin’ in the Years’, 
where we reassess previous Academy Awards, 
hoping to dust off the gems and kick out the 
trash to find the snubs and flubs of Oscar Nights 
past. Available on Spotify and Google Podcasts, 
as well as the new website www.mmmovies.
ca. As always, you can email me with any ques-
tions, concerns, suggestions, or feedback at  
LocalMYMHM@gmail.com 

MOVIE REVIEW

MATT MILLER 

Movies You Might Have Missed 
52 week challenge edition

PHOTO COURTESY IMDB.COM
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Solutions on page18

SUDOKU

It’s Puzzling
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3

1 4 1 5 1 6

1 7 1 8 1 9

2 0 2 1 2 2

2 3 2 4

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 1 3 2 3 3

3 4 3 5 3 6 3 7

3 8 3 9 4 0 4 1

4 2 4 3 4 4 4 5

4 6 4 7 4 8 4 9

5 0 5 1

5 2 5 3 5 4 5 5 5 6 5 7 5 8 5 9

6 0 6 1 6 2

6 3 6 4 6 5

6 6 6 7 6 8

Across
1. Killarney's isle
5. Desert Storm weapons
10. Date tree
14. Fruity flavored cereal for
kids
15. Ike's bride
16. Double-reed woodwind
17. Gemini grp.
18. Country club set
20. Creates Looney Tunes
22. Kathy of country
23. Veto, slangily
24. Not zero, in binary
25. Thick creamy antacid
30. Like powdered milk
34. "If all ___ fails . . ."
35. Rash of adolescents
37. Vermont and Virginia, to
Veronique
38. PC key beside the space
bar
39. Madison Avenue
catchphrases
41. Grazing spot
42. Unwilling (to)
44. Campbell of Hollywood
45. Winglike
46. DiMaggio's was 56
48. Kind of permit
50. Lanka leader?
51. First name in the James
Bond series
52. Word with metric or
nervous
55. Plant sprout
60. Hoi polloi
62. Foot problem
63. Gelling substance
64. Palestinian fundamentalist
group
65. Big name in environmental
activism
66. Plots a course
67. Campaign topic

68. Cast furnace refuse

Down
1. Mediterranean peak
2. Land where Farsi is spoken
3. Emerging talent
4. Scrutinize
5. Obscene material
6. Good Hope or Fear
7. Strike arbiters?
8. Run out of gas
9. Oration from the Mount
10. Foreshadowing sign
11. Touch
12. Misplace
13. Prefix with physics or data
19. Transports in "The Last of
the Mohicans"
21. Give the pink slip
25. Offerings on the table
26. Dispense
27. Actor Mineo
28. Religious symbol

29. Haloed guardian
31. Has-been diva
32. "Don't shed ___"
33. Russian emperors until
1917
36. Roof overhang
39. Unselfish sort
40. Educators org.
43. Examination administrators
45. Clocks with sweepng
hands
47. Korean pickled cabbage
49. Eliminate
52. Tennis grand ___
53. A quiet stretch?
54. Exchange
55. Club for shoppers
56. Brother of Jacob
57. Latin 101 word
58. Nick's lady in "The Thin
Man"
59. Eldest of the Brady boys
61. Vegas opener

"Culture Clash" by Terry Gergely

Our Photo of the Week contest culminates every December with our ‘Photo of the Year’ 
winner chosen by one of our sponsors. This year, there are more chances to win! The top prize 

will be $200, second place will be $100 and third place $50 for photos taken by our readers.  
Send your entries to editor@yourlocaljournal.ca.

More chances to win!

980, Ave. Saint-Charles, Vaudreuil-Dorion (Facing COSTCO)   450-424-9932

SUPER LIQUIDATION SALE!

www.planchersvip.com
(*Valid until June 30th 2021)

*On selected Whickham 
and Permabois Flooring

ASK FOR OUR LIQUIDATION PRODUCT LIST

SAVE
UP TO 
20%

SAVE UP TO 50%
on selected items

$1/sq.ft

   OFF*

Hardwood 
Flooring

Heated 
Floors

 15%
OFF 

Vinyl, 
Laminate & 
Staircase 

Components

 UP TO 
 30%
OFF 

Countertops

 UP TO 
 20%
OFF 

 UP TO 
 70%
OFF* 

WAREHOUSE 
INVENTORY
SALE!
On select products in stock.
*Friday June 11th and 
 Saturday June 12th only.
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100 – FOR SALE

150 - SERVICES

150 - SERVICES 150 - SERVICES

APPLE MAC SUPPORT
since 1983

Variable Rates
Initial Hour Free

-
** Preventive Maintenance **

Upgrades
Troubleshooting

System Analysis & Advice 
-

A Local Review:
cloudbyteconsulting.com/review.html

terry@cloudbyteconsulting.com
450-853-0534

Five large beveled mirrors. Two measuring 
19.5” by 40” and three measuring 21” by 45”. 
$100 for everything. Pick up. Text 514-346-
3234.

Wood shutters different sizes, boxes of 
spare slates and hinges. Sold together. 450-
458-3202 (210617)

House Painting, power washing, deck 
cleaning, staining, and painting available. 
Driveway repair, sealing, and gutter cleaning. 
Senior and single parent discounts. Call Ste-
fan 514-972-1435  (210715)

Experienced Handyman. Refinish and re-
pair decks. Small renovation jobs. Plastering, 
painting, carpentry, caulking, minor cement 
and concrete work, window repairs, tiles, and 
floors. Call 514 402 9223. (210624)

Google Nest Hub, brand new, never 
opened. View and control connected 
devices from a single dashboard. Simply 
use your voice to watch YouTube and play 
songs from YouTube Music. $50. Text 438-
491-0133. See www.yourlocaljournal.ca/
visual-classifieds.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT.
Six spacious offices, reception area, 

kitchenette and powder room. 
Offices are on the second floor of the 

Hudson Shopping Centre.
Available immediately

$2,000/month.
Call Marcel Leduc  

(514)602-4313

125 - FOR RENT

ASPIRATEURS HUDSON VACUUM. Can-
ister and Central Vacuum Cleaners. Sales 
and repair all brands. SEBO Vacuum Clean-
er, 10 year warranty $398. (Electrolux, Fil-
ter Queen, Kenmore and uprights; other 
brands available, $75 and up). New Cen-
tral Vac with bag, hose, accessories $579 
and up. Repair and service central vacuum 
systems. Parts and bags (all makes). Bio-
degradable cleaning supplies. Toilet pa-
per 500 sheets per roll, $37.95/48 rolls 
per case. Sharpening scissors, knives and 
gardening tools. 67 McNaughten, Hudson, 
Quebec 450-458-7488

Handyman. Maintenance, repairs and 
minor renovations, indoor or outdoor. 30 
years of experience. Donald 514-913-2881  
(210624) 

Registered Gun Smith.  We buy new and 
used guns, restricted and non-restrict-
ed.  514-453-5018

CLASSIFIEDS View, submit & pay your ad before 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
 online at www.yourlocaljournal.ca or e-mail: admin@yourlocaljournal.ca

450 510-4007
SECTIONS
100-
125-
150-

175-
200-
225-

250-
275-
300-

325-

350-

For Sale
For Rent
Services

Wanted
Careers/Employment
Financial Services

Real Estate Sale
Garage/Moving Sale
Miscellaneous

Autos for Sale
$24.95 until it sells (max. 3 months)

Legal

1 week
2 weeks
3 weeks

$15
$20
$25

Classifieds Cont. on page 17

Cool new apparel designs online - all 
limited-edition t-shirts long and short, 
crop tops, cardigans, kimonos, swimsuits, 
leggings, hoodies etc. plus home deco 
items, cell phone cases, tote bags, wall art, 
duffel bags, mugs etc. Hudson-based. Visit  
WWW.INKUBATUR.COM (210617)

MaxiMan Landscaping. The landscape 
specialists. In the Landscaping World, we 
do it ALL. We take care of your needs, BIG 
and small! Specializing in rock gardens, 
foundation plantings, flagstone walks and 
walls, patios, etc. 450-613-1949 Call/Text. 
Like us on FACEBOOK! (210617)

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D I R E C T O R Y
ACCOUNTANTS

KARAVOLAS BOILY & TRIMARCHI
CPA INC.

Taxes and Accounting
438 Main Road, Hudson

Tel : 450-458-0406

DENTISTS
Dr. Don Littner, Dr. Morty Baker

& Dr. Natalie Liu
New patients welcome

472 Main Rd., Suite I, Hudson
450.458.5334

HOME CARE NURSING

Nova Hudson
Nursing care, palliative care, cancer care, 

foot care, family support, 
volunteer services and adult day centre.

465 Main Rd, Hudson, Suite 202
(450) 458-5727

BOOKKEEPING

Bryan Todd, B. Comm (Acct.)
Business and Personal Accounting Services, 

Tax Preparations & Filings Ph. (514) 730-5966

ARCHITECT

Chloe Hutchison
Architect, PA LEED™

chutchison@live.ca • 514-806-8952

PSYCHOLOGIST

Sylvi Lafontaine
Psychologist

450.458.0944
sylvilafontaine@gmail.com

Bilingual Services • Cdn & US trained

IMMIGRATION

Brazolot Migration Group
450 Rue Main, Hudson, QC

(450) 458-2186
info@brazolotgroup.com

INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Mark Quenneville
Associate Investment Advisor
Quenneville Walsh Private 

Wealth Management / Raymond James Ltd.
450-202-0999 

 mark.quenneville@raymondjames.ca

ORTHODONTISTS

Dr. Amy Archambault
Dr. Paul Morton

Your Local Specialists in Orthodontics
3206, boul. de la Gare, Suite 160
Vaudreuil-Dorion (450 )218-1892

JOIN THE PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY  
Contact us today  450-510-4007 • admin@yourlocaljournal.ca

LIFE COACH 

Caroline Courey  
Life Coach

caroline.courey@gmail.com 
450-853-0616 

 www.courey.com
International Coach Federation ICF

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

Jeannine Daoust  
1931 - 2021

Peacefully at Maxville Manor on Monday, May 
17th, 2021, at the age of 90. Cherished mother 
of Lorraine Daoust. Proud grandmother of Jesse 
Daoust (Kim) and great grandmother of Mavrik. 
She will be dearly missed by her many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

Predeceased by her parents Daniel Daoust and 
Juliette Beauchamp; and by her 5 brothers. 

Jeannine’s family would like to offer a Heartfelt Thank You to the staff 
of the Maxville Manor, especially the BC Unit for their wonderful and 
compassionate care.

A private funeral service will be held at a later date. 
Condolences / Donations / Tributes may be made online at www.
glengarryfuneralhome.com.

JOHN PITTARO
January 6, 1941 - June 14, 2013

Your memory lives forever on
And though our hearts still ache
We cherish every thought of you
Each moment we’re awake.
And in our dreams we laugh with you
And live with you once more, 
In oceans between life and death
We’ll meet you on the shore.

Love forever your wife Pat,  
children Laura, Matthew, 
Andrew and Erin, 
their spouses and children.

The Journal
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atlanticbraids.com- DAY SHIFT
- EVENING SHIFT
- OVERNIGHT SHIFT

Multiple Shifts Available

MANUFACTURING ROPE SINCE 1976

careers@atlanticbraids.com

- Machine Operators
- Splicing Technicians
- Coating Technicians

- Materials Handler
- Purchasing 
   & Inventory Coordinator

Email us: careers@atlanticbraids.com

Located at EXIT 1 on HWY 40 West – 20 mins from Vaudreuil

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
TOWNSHIP OF CHAMPLAIN 

Senior Planner (Maternity Leave Replacement) 
The Township of Champlain, with a population of 8 700, is located 1 hour east of Ottawa and 1 hour west of 
Montréal is seeking a dynamic and motivated individual to fill the temporary, full time position Senior 
Planner. 

The successful applicant will report to the Chief Administrative Officer of the Municipality with the following key 
duties and responsibilities:  

− Administers and enforces the Municipality’s Official Plan, Zoning By-law, site plan control and 
subdivision agreements, including the processing of complaints, violations, court appearances and 
monitoring of same.  

− Reviews and processes development applications such as official plan and zoning by-law amendment, 
plans of subdivision, site plans, etc. 

− Leads the development review of the new Official Plan and Zoning By-law for the municipality. 
− Creates and maintains a database of tourism related and business contacts including a land inventory 

of vacant commercial and industrial lands in the Township in order to ensure that the necessary and up-
to-date information is available to potential investors. 

− Responsible with the Communication Specialist, for leading the Community Improvement Plan review 
and application. 

Qualifications 
− University degree in planning or an equivalent combination of education and experience and municipal 

experience with a minimum of five (5) years experience in planning. 
− Member in good standing or eligible to become a member of the Canadian Institute of Planning and/ or 

of the Ontario Professional Planners Institute. 
− Thorough knowledge and understanding of the Planning Act and other related legislation (e.g., Municipal 

Act, etc.) and regulations as they apply to the planning department. 
− Excellent oral and written communication skills, including report writing and presentation skills in both 

official languages. 

This position is a full-time, regular 37.5-hour work week from Monday to Friday, days with some possible after 
hours work during critical periods or situations. A detailed job description is available on the website at 
www.champlain.ca. 

The 2021 pay structure range is from $64,872 to $93,439 depending on qualifications, experience, skills, and 
knowledge. The Township of Champlain also offers an excellent comprehensive benefit program. 

Qualified candidates are invited to submit a cover letter and résumé by no later than 4 p.m. on June 28, 2021, 
quoting “Senior Planner,” to: 

Paula Knudsen, Chief Administrative Officer 
Township of Champlain 

948 Pleasant Corner Road East, Vankleek Hill, ON, K0B 1R0 
Email: paula.knudsen@champlain.ca 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Information collected will 
be used in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection Act for the purpose of candidate selection. 

CLASSIFIEDS
View, submit & pay your ad online at www.yourlocaljournal.ca or 

e-mail: admin@yourlocaljournal.ca • 450 510-4007

150 - SERVICES

¿Moving? All jobs. Reliable, reasonable, 
fully equipped. Local and Ontario, Mari-
times, USA. 35 yrs experience. Call Bill or Ryan  
514-457-2063.

Piano Lanco - Experienced local piano 
technicians offering quality tunings and skill-
ful repairs. Improve the sound and touch of 
your piano with hammer voicing and action 
regulation. info@pianolanco.com 514-770-
7438

SINGING LESSONS.  Private or Semi-
Private.  In my home (St-Lazare).  Sing the 
songs you love!  Call Morgan.  514-607-
1308   References available.

“MAN WITH A VAN” MOVING.  Whole 
house. Small moves, too! Quebec/Local/
Ontario. Experienced/Equipped. Please 
leave a message 514-605-3868 MIKE THE 
MOVING MAN. 

Plastering and painting, drywall re-
pairs, general renovations, kitchen/
bathrooms/basements. 40 years of expe-
rience. Licensed RBQ. Reasonable rates. 
Guaranteed work. Insured. Bilingual. Con-
tact Dominic 514-804-5273 (210617) 

175 - WANTED

$ Buy car for scrap. Running or not, 24/7. 
www.scrapvehicule.com Call 514-715-7845

Looking for a 1920s typewriter restorer. 
I’m hoping to get it back to its original 
beauty and working condition. If you are 
the person for the job, please email me at: 
gregormitchell@gmail.com

Looking for someone who can in-
stall a phone cable to an antique brass 
candlestick telephone. There is a cord 
to the receiver, but no cord to plug into 
the wall phone socket. Please Email  
gregormitchell@gmail.com 

A Military Collector looking for med-
als, flags, swords, uniforms, documents, 
helmets, hats, all related war memorabilia 
WWI, WWII, Canadian/German or others.  
Antiques, collectibles, aviation, nautical, 
coins, badges, maps, signs.  Please contact 
Patrick 450-458-4319, patrick148@ca.inter.
net, 2760A Côte St-Charles, St-Lazare, Reni 
Decors (210617)

175 - WANTED

200 – CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT

Great house Minn cleaning services, a 
well-established cleaning company in Pin-
court is seeking a part-time cleaner for 10 
hours per week. Please contact Deneise at 
(514)865-1973.

The Journal
Democratically serving the public interest.
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It’s Puzzling solutions
Follow us on 

@thejournalnewspaper

Marco Lapierre - Owner
Sales • Service • Repairs • Bags • Filters

111 Grande-Île, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield QC 
www.aspirateursvalleyfield.com  

450-377-0577 • 1-877-377-0577 (Toll Free)

Aspirateurs Valleyfield

VACUUM CLEANERS

Also Carpet, Window & High-Pressure 
Cleaning and Water Damage Clean-Up

Is your ventilation system 
in need of cleaning?

TALK TO THE EXPERTS!

J.S. Maintenance

Fax: (450) 424-1055   Tel:(450) 458-3022
info@jsmaintenance.net   www.jsmaintenance.net

VENTILATION

• PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
• ELDERCARE ASSISTANCE
• BUSINESS MEETING 
   MANAGEMENT

736 Main Road, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0
Tel: (450) 458-7316 Fax: (450) 458-4763

e-mail: froyle@frank-royle.com
www.frank-royle.com

MANAGEMENT SERVICES PAINTING

514-802-2824

Quality Handyman Service • 450-458-5623
HudsonHomeRepairsMaintenance@gmail.com

DO YOU NEED HELP 
AROUND THE HOUSE? 

HANDYMAN SERVICES

MOVING

WWW.GREAT-HOUSEMINN.CA
514-865-1973 • greathousemin@gmail.com

GREAT-HOUSE MINN 
CLEANING COMPANY

CLEANING
SERVICE

Services: • Residential  • Commercial
• Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
• Eco-friendly products 
• Spring/fall window cleaning

CLEANING SERVICE COMPUTERS

TREE SERVICE

PATRICK CREYF | 514 894-7020 | INFO@TREESANDBEYOND.CA

FULLY
INSURED

24/7
EMERGENCY

FREE
ESTIMATES

TREE REMOVAL • TRIMMING 
CHIPPING • STUMP GRINDING 

82 FT. BUCKET LIFT • FIREWOOD

WWW.TREESANDBEYOND.CA

LANDSCAPING

TREE SERVICE

(514) 991-9674  •  SEAN UPTON

•  Hedge and Tree 
    Trimming
•  Tree Removal 
    and Pruning
•  Stump Grinding

•  Yard and Forest 
    Clean-Up
•  General Outdoor 
    Maintenance
•  Gutter Clean-Up

There is room for 
your card 

Call us (450) 510-4007

H E R E ’ S  M Y  C A R D

 A picture may be worth a thousand words but we’ll only 
charge you $5. The Journal now brings you our NEW VISUAL 
CLASSIFIEDS section. Take a print classified in our paper 
for the usual low cost ($15/one week, $20/two weeks, $25/
three weeks) and for an additional $5, we’ll post your ad and 
photo of what you’re selling on our website. Your ad will STAY 
POSTED online until your item is sold. Try it out – we look 
forward to seeing your ad. Email your ad request and photo to  
admin@yourlocaljournal.ca. Ads will be updated online every 
Thursday.

VISUAL CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

Get your ad seen 
by over 54,000 

local readers by 
placing it in

Contact us at : 
admin@yourlocaljournal.ca

450-510-4007



Have an opinion on a 
current event or situation? 
Go to our website, click on Letters to the 

Editor and tell the community!
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Donald Attwood 
Special Contributor

      
Among bird names mentioned for 

humorous effect, the Yellow-bellied 
sapsucker might rank first. And if 
you’re in the woods trying to identify 
this bird, the name doesn’t help – you 
won’t see any yellow.  

To nail the identification: it’s a fairly 
small woodpecker with a red patch 
on its forehead (and male sapsuckers 
also have red throats). You know it’s a 
woodpecker because it’s mostly black 
and white and usually perches on tree 
trunks. And you know it’s a sapsucker 
from two field marks: the red fore-
head, and a white stripe down its side 
when perched.  

Among our regional woodpeckers, 
the males of three other species have 
red spots, but on their napes, not their 
foreheads. Our fifth woodpecker is the 
Pileated, which is really big and has a 
red crest. You won’t be mistaking that 
one for a sapsucker.  

There’s also a sixth species, the 
Red-bellied woodpecker, a rare new-
comer creeping into our area from 
New York and Ontario, brought partly 
by global warming.  Again, the name 
doesn’t help as you won’t see any red 
on its belly. It does have a red patch 
on the nape; in the male, this extends 
up over the crown and down the fore-
head. Sapsuckers have no red on their 
napes.  

A significant part of the adult sap-
sucker diet is tree sap. In early spring, 

they drill deep under the bark to reach 
the sap flowing upward, just as people 
do for syrup. After the trees leaf out, 
sapsuckers make shallower wells to 
collect sugary sap flowing down from 
the leaves (where it’s manufactured 
by photosynthesis). Sapsucker wells 
are arranged in tidy, rectangular grids, 
often on maple trunks, of course, as 
well as birch and other species. They 
also eat insects that visit their wells. 
And hummingbirds depend partly on 
sapsucker wells for their nourishment.

Some woodpeckers live here year-
round, but sapsuckers return in the 
spring after wintering in the southern 
US. When they arrive, they’re busy 
and noisy, having four main concerns: 
finding food and mates, staking out 
territories, and making nests. Males 
arrive in early April and proclaim their 
territories by drumming. You’ve no 
doubt heard them, perhaps to your 
annoyance.  Drumming is louder than 
tapping to get food; it signals other 
males to stay away. For drumming, 
they often select a dead branch, which 
is more resonant.   

Some sapsuckers have become in-
novators: they drum on metal chim-
neys and other such objects, making a 
racket early in the morning. This spring 
I saw a sapsucker drumming on a heat 
pump, making a big clamour. Other 
woodpeckers also drum in the spring 
– a Pileated sometimes drums on a 
wooden bird house in our backyard, 
to great effect – but you can recognize 

the sapsuckers because they drum in 
an irregular rhythm, like Morse code.  

Female sapsuckers start arriving 
about a week after the males, usually 
returning to the same territories as be-
fore. Pairs somethings court playfully, 
chasing each other around tree trunks. 
In our backyard, I saw a remarkable ex-
ample. First there was a notable racket 
and flurry of wings around a nearby 
tree. The calls were a rapid series of 
squeaky chortles, probably from both 
birds. Then things got interesting. 
Suddenly there were four sapsuckers 
chasing each other round and round 
a tree trunk. They looked to be two 
pairs, male and female, though they 
moved too fast to let me see for sure.    

Days later, I saw a male pecking out 
a nest cavity, and I kept my eye on that 
tree. Alas, woodpeckers sometimes 
make (or at least start) more nest cavi-
ties than they use. Later on, this one 

seems to have chosen a more hidden 
site, so I haven’t seen how the nesting 
worked out.  

As with many birds, spring is a 
period of frantic activity. The male 
sapsucker does most of the work ex-
cavating the nest cavity; producing 
eggs (often four in a clutch) demands 
a lot from the female.  Both help in-
cubate the eggs and feed the chicks. 
The hatchlings grow fast, demanding 
almost constant feeding.  

My ability to keep tabs on these 
events was hampered in two ways. 
First, the trees have fully leafed out, 
making it much harder to spot birds 
in the branches. Second, after much 
drumming and calling in early spring, 
the sapsuckers went quiet, as they 
always do. This makes sense: the last 
thing they want is to announce the lo-
cation of their nest to potential preda-
tors. No more advertising for this year.   

Yellow-bellied 
sapsucker 

FOR THE BIRDS

PHOTO COURTESY SHUTTERSTOCK

A red forehead and vertical white wing stripe mark this as a Yellow-bellied sapsucker.  (The 
male also has a red throat.)  Note the grid of sap wells he has made on this tree trunk. 

This isn’t Snowy’s first time around. 
On her first stay with us, she had to 
have a badly injured leg amputated. 
She was fitted with a prosthetic and 
hasn’t looked back since. She’s back 
with us because her family, who really 
loves her, couldn’t cope with her prey 
drive. This 4 ½-year-old Husky mix 
should be your only pet, and if you’re 
looking forward to the dog park, she’s 
not the dog for you. Unless she’s in the 
backyard, she must be on leash. She 
has no trouble wearing a muzzle on 
walks, in case another dog enters her 
space. Her ideal family would be out-
doorsy and include her in their activ-

ities. She won’t win any races, but she 
does enjoy long walks and car rides. 
Snowy has allergies, but medication 
helps. If you think you might be the 
special someone for this special girl, fill 
out the form and ask for Snowy. 

For more information on Snowy 
or any of the other dogs available for 
adoption, go to www.animatch.ca

Up for adoption

PHOTO COURTESY ANIMATCH

This is the story of Robi the wonder 
cat….

Robi is a seven-year-old male cat. 
He hasn’t had it easy surviving out-
doors all these years. Robi was seen 
outside for years with birds, mice, and 
even lizards in his mouth in order to 
eat to survive. During the freezing win-
ters, Robi stayed outside. His teeth and 
eyes infected with an injured leg, Robi 
hobbled on three legs and survived 
year after year outside looking into 
people’s houses through their patio 
doors…. Luckily a lady contacted Casca 
who was able to rescue him. He then 
received all the care he needed, in-
cluding dental work, an eyelid surgery 
and he got sterilized and vaccinated. 
He is doing much better now!

Robi has since discovered the joys 
of life indoors with his foster family 
and he has been adapting well for the 
last few months. His foster family has 
an eight-month-old kitten and a six-
year-old female cat, and he gets along 
well with both of them. He’s calm and 
sweet around other cats. He’s all about 
resting and observing what’s going on 
around him. He has his favourite spots 

like the couch, in front of the patio 
door to observe the action outside, 
on the bed and even in the toy basket! 
He has also learned how to play and 
enjoys it, especially with wand toys 
since they allow for a distance that re-
assures him.

It’s very important to be aware that 
Robi does not tolerate being touched 
or held by people. For this reason, he is 
looking for a family without young chil-
dren and ideally with other cats. The 
right family for him would understand 
that he has his limits with humans but 
can make such a great companion for 
their other cats. 

We believe the perfect family for 
Robi is out there and he so deserves a 
comfortable life indoors!

For more information please write 
to cascavaudreuil@outlook.com

Up for adoption

PHOTO COURTESY CASCA
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Disponible en magasin chez MALAKET.COM
FERMÉ LE DIMANCHE (JOURNÉE FAMILIALE) ET LE LUNDI

CLOSED ON SUNDAY (FAMILY DAY) AND MONDAY

231, RUE MAIN EST, HAWKESBURY ON
PRÈS DU PIZZA PIZZA DE HAWKESBURY

613 632-7202 | 1 800 267-1165

MARDI AU VENDREDI: 9H À 17H30 
SAMEDI: 9H À 17H

 LIVRAISON GRATUITE | FREE DELIVERY
 ENTRE MONTRÉAL, OTTAWA ET LES LAURENTIDES

BETWEEN MONTREAL, OTTAWA & THE LAURENTIANS

AUCUNE VENTE
SOUS PRESSION

NO SELLING
UNDER PRESSURE

LE PLUS GRAND CHOIX DE PRODUITS

SE
RV

ICE APRÈS VENTE

DE QUALITÉ SUPÉRIEU
R!

DISPONIBLE:  
PLAN DE 

FINANCEMENT

We are REOPENING  
FRIDAY, JUNE 11TH

We are happy to welcome you during our normal business hours and to offer you

A REBATE EQUIVALENT OF THE TAXES
 

On our furniture, mattresses as well as specials on all of our appliances

.

Until June 26

Please note that sanitary measures dictated by Public Health are still in place and it is important to continue to respect them 

Reopening


