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2020

The
Year
IN REVIEW

The Journal takes a look back on the wild ride that 2020 was and the stories that defined the Vaudreuil-Soulanges region
over the last 12 months. Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season and a better, safer New Year in 2021.
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“Tough times never last but tough people do.” – Robert H. Schuller
As per Government regulations we will be CLOSED to the
public from December 24th to January 11th.

For all of your ESSENTIAL NEEDS please
contact us at 450-455-9393 (voicemail) or
by e-mail at urgenceadenisetfils@gmail.com

From our family to yours we
wish to thank you for your
support in 2020.

Happy Holidays!

Furniture / Appliances / Mattresses / Design | 1915 ch. Sainte-Angelique | Saint-Lazare | T 450.455.9393 | www.adenisetfils.com
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Wishing you all a
Joyous Holiday Season
and a most Prosperous
and Healthy New Year.
ROYAL (JORDAN) INC.
Real Estate Agency
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
FRANCHISE OF RE/MAX QUÉBEC INC.

2673 Côte St-Charles, #200
St-Lazare (Qc) J7T 2H8
Tel. 450.458.7051
Next to Tim Hortons
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MRC Prefect and Vaudreuil-Soulanges mayors
speak out against SQ police overbilling
John Jantak

The Journal

The 23 municipalities that comprise
the Municipalité Régionale de Comté
de Vaudreuil-Soulanges (MRC-VS) and
the MRC itself are again calling on the
provincial government to intervene and
impose a more equitable payment system within the provincial MRC network
to fund province-wide police services
provided by Sûreté du Québec (SQ).
As initially reported in The Journal in
August, 2016, the 23 towns all passed
a motion at their respective municipal
council meetings in support of the MRC
to pressure the provincial government
to reimburse funds reportedly overpaid
for policing services. At that time, it was
calculated to be $28.5 million for the
years 2011-2016 inclusive.
The MRC-VS is one of six MRCs within
the network that is overcharged for the
SQ services they receive. The excess
amount collected is used to help other,
less affluent MRCs throughout the province that have insufficient funds pay for
their SQ services.
Overpayments ‘unfair’
For MRC-VS Prefect Patrick Bousez,
who is also mayor of Rivière-Beaudette,
his stance regarding the overpayments
are the same as both prefect and mayor
– ‘they’re unfair.’
“We get the feeling we’re paying way
too much. I’m not saying the quality of
service isn’t good. We’re just paying a
lot of money,” Bousez told The Journal

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

The MRC-VS says we are currently being
overbilled $7 million annually for policing
services.

during a telephone interview December
18.
“When the government says they
split the bill 50-50, that’s not really the
truth. We’re actually paying 112 per cent
of the bill and the government refunds
what is overpaid from that amount that
exceeds over 80 per cent. We’re overbilled $7 million a year for our entire
MRC. They ask the richest MRCs to pay
a certain amount for the poorest ones,”
said Bousez.
The overpayment is then reimbursed
to back to the MRC the following year
which then redistributes the money
back to the municipalities that overpaid.
Equalization payments
Bousez said the provincial government should impose equalization payments throughout the MRC system instead of overbilling the six richest MRCs
to help pay for SQ services for the poorer MRCs.
“The province is making interest on
that money,” said Bousez. “It comes
from our citizens. The richest MRCs
have to pay their share to the poorest
ones which doesn’t make any sense. If
we’re supposed to pay up to 80 per cent
of the cost because we’re richer than
other MRCs, then stop billing us for the
amount that exceeds it. Our citizens are
paying their taxes to the other municipalities on money that has already been
paid.”
For Rivière-Beaudette, which has a
population of about 2,400 residents and
has one of the smallest territories within
the MRC-VS, its contribution for SQ services has been pegged at over $200,000
for 2021. “This isn’t fair. This isn’t the
way it should be done. We all should pay
the same price. This is a lot of money
that has been budgeted for the SQ next
year,” said Bousez.
Municipalities speak out
“The problem we always have with
preparing our annual municipal budget
is that we don’t know how much money
we will get back for what we overpaid
for the SQ for last year. We hope what
we get back will be the same amount as
last year because if it isn’t, it will have a

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

The Municipalité Régionale de Comté (MRC) de Vaudreuil-Soulanges is calling on the provincial government to find a more equitable way to fund SQ police services within the province.

big impact on our budget. I agree with
the other mayors. We’re paying too
much for SQ,” said MRC Deputy Prefect
and Pincourt Mayor Yvan Cardinal.
“It’s always a big increase,” added
Vaudreuil-Dorion Mayor Guy Pilon. “The
cost is not being controlled. We’re trying
to work on it on within the MRC system.
To have only six MRCs pay for SQ services for the poorer MRCs is nonsense. This
is a provincial matter. I don’t understand
why someone in Vaudreuil-Dorion has

to pay for someone in Gaspésie or Lac
St. Jean.”
“When it comes to what our municipality and our MRC pay to the SQ, we
pay more than our share,” said SaintLazare Mayor Robert Grimaudo. “We’re
compensating for those MRCs that are
unable to pay the SQ for the full service
they require. I understand that a certain
sharing of wealth is necessary in our society, but it’s over the top when it comes
to our MRC.”
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Bring in
2021
We made it. The New Year is directly in
sight and if you’ve gotten this far you know
the rest will be a comparative breeze.
The global pandemic dealt us all a hit, yes,
but there’s some good that came out of it all
that bears recognition. It forced us out of certain comfort zones and into a new reality and
though change isn’t always comfortable, it’s
necessary for growth.
Let’s look at the positives.
Following the initial shock (and unnecessary toilet paper hoarding) we came to realize
that hey, life goes on and we’re just going to
have to deal with this.
After the first shutdown, the concept of
shopping local took on an even greater importance and became a rallying cry in the
community.
Less time on the roads commuting to offices and cubicles meant a little less carbon
spewing into the air. Is it permanent? Probably not but any help this choking planet can
get is a plus.
Change forces creativity and the introduction of additional solitude in our daily lives
provided avenues for exploration – whether
through reading, painting, or all that baking.
Companion animals! Area shelters saw record adoption numbers and for those of us
who already had dogs, they’re thrilled to have
us around so much more than ever before.
Our cats, however, don’t really care.
We will, in some ways, be digging our way
out of the COVID-19 wake for years to come.
Airline travel, unoccupied office towers, and
so many small businesses being shuttered
come to mind.
But we’ve also been provided the opportunity to reinvent parts of our daily lives
thanks to newfangled technology and good
old-fashioned common sense.
To borrow a line from Winston Churchill,
“We should let no crisis go to waste.”
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Photo of the year
1st place winner!

PHOTO BY STEPHEN HUZA

Our Photo of the Year contest has wrapped up and what a year it’s been. Perhaps because of the pandemic outbreak,
the amount of spectacular submissions significantly increased and was something to look forward to each week.
Our first place winner is Saint-Lazare resident Stephen Huza whose photo titled ‘Fire Sky’ over an agricultural field in
Sainte-Justine-de-Newton was chosen by contest judge Steve Charland of Régate Kia Valleyfield as the top contender.
Stephen wins our Grand Prize of $200.
Due to its popularity, our contest will definitely be back in 2021. Happy snapping!

Dear Editor: editor@yourlocaljournal.ca
The Christmas spirit
Dear Editor,
I’m writing this letter because in my heart I truly believe the Christmas spirit, though battered and bruised,
is still alive and well today.
I see it in the smiles of the small children waiting
for Santa’s arrival. I see it in the well-distanced greetings of my neighbours, friends, and family wishing my
wife and me happiness over the holiday season. I see
it in the many cards filling my mailbox, the cheerful and
touching music and stories being played on my radio
and television, and in the colourful lights brightening
up my home, my neighbourhood, and my town.
Yes the Christmas and the Holiday spirit is alive and
well today. It’s in the hearts and minds of all the doctors, nurses and medical staff who continue to go to
work each and every day , ignoring the risks to their
own safety to help heal the sick and comfort those
who are dying alone.
It’s in the warm greetings of the supermarket clerks
working hard to supply food for our tables and in the
strength and sacrifice of the many volunteers everywhere who put their own hardships aside to help others. It’s in the loving hands of every firefighter, police
officer, farmer, trucker, pharmacist and the many, many
others who put our safety and wellbeing above theirs.
“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus,” is a line from
an editorial that appeared in the September 21, 1897
edition of The (New York) Sun. It states that Santa
Claus exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exists, and how they give our lives its highest
beauty and joy.
This beautiful sentiment is sometimes hard to keep
in mind when we think of neighbours who have lost
their jobs, their businesses, and some unfortunately
their lives or the lives of loved ones. Those who have
been spared this profound sadness and despair should
give thanks for their good fortune and continue to act
responsibly to protect themselves and those much less
fortunate.
Those staring at an empty chair once occupied by a
loved one should try to understand that grief, though
never totally diminishing, eventually becomes manageable. One day you will be able to laugh and smile
again. Your loved ones might leave this world but they
will never leave your heart and when you smile and
laugh they are smiling and laughing right along with
you.
It will be a different Christmas this year. Friends and
family will not be stopping by, presents might have to
wait until a safer time and, on the bright side, we will
probably not be gaining all that extra Christmas weight

but it will still be the Christmas we all love and cherish if we can only find the strength and faith to hold it
dearly in our hearts.
From the bottom of my heart I want to wish all
your readers a Merry Christmas, a Happy Holiday and
a healthy, fruitful, promising, worry free and magical
New Year.
Feliz Navidad
Frank Hicks, Hudson
A note of appreciation
Dear Editor,
We would like to extend our deep appreciation to
the wonderful group of presenters for graciously donating their time to share stories during the Hudson
Village Theatre production of ‘15 Days of Christmas
readings.’ We are so pleased with the response to the
readings and the very generous donations of $2500
to the Le Pont Bridging food bank, which are being
matched by our friends at The Journal whose generosity makes it possible to donate $5000 to this worthy
cause.
On behalf of the theatre please accept our thanks
and our best wishes for the season.
Kalina Skulska, Executive Director
Hudson Village Theatre
Thanks to area residents
Dear Editor,
The Brokers at Royal Lepage Village real estate are
happy to announce that you, the citizens of Hudson
and Saint-Lazare, have responded to our appeal for the
Firemen’s Christmas fund...and WOW! You did indeed
respond.
Thanks to your generosity we received over $25,000
in donations which will enable the Firefighters to provide baskets for over 65 families in need. We can all be
very proud of our caring community.
Wishing you all a joyous holiday season,
The Brokers of Royal Lepage Village, Hudson Office
Thank you
Dear Editor,
I have to thank you from my heart! It means more
than you know to see the story in the paper (Santa
makes virtual visit to Hudson dancers, The Journal, December 17).
I am trying to keep my ‘people’ engaged and nine
months in, it gets harder every day!
So thank you, being in the local paper is amazing.
Happy Holidays, be well,
Sharon Weiner, Hudson Dance Center

STORIES OF THE YEAR
Chartrand maintained the blood
drive, one of several he’s held over the
years, was not intended to solicit any
kind of financial gain but merely to collect blood to help those in need.
Council members were supportive of
Chartrand’s important blood drive work
in the community and, in general, felt
the two-week suspension was excessive.

JANUARY
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Saint-Lazare councillor expelled
from council for two weeks
John Jantak

The Journal
PHOTO COURTESY SÛRETÉ DU QUÉBEC

Saint-Lazare District 5 Councillor Richard Chartrand attended the first meeting
of 2020 as an ordinary citizen after being expelled from council for a two-week
period based on a reported conflict of
interest ruling that was handed down by
the Commission municipale du Québec
(CMQ).
The decision by the CMQ stems from
a blood drive that was held by Chartrand
for Héma-Québec at his private enterprise, bar Chez Maurice, in 2019. The
CMQ ruled that, as a councillor, Chartrand was in a conflict-of-interest because the town was not obliged to put
up signs or promote the blood drive in
any way.

No jail for Île-Perrot hit-and-run
driver
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Île-Perrot resident Eric Flynn, found
guilty of operating a conveyance in a
manner that is dangerous to the public
following a hit-and-run incident on January 29, 2019, received a sentence of 100
hours of community service and two
years of probation.
Crown prosecutor Cynthia Perreault requested a sentence of three
to six months in prison, given that

Wishing you
and your family
a safe and joyous

Holiday Season
Peter Schiefke
CONTACT MY OFFICE

Member of Parliament
Vaudreuil-Soulanges

Flynn struck the victim when he had
been explicitly told by his doctor not to
drive, and that he failed to remain at the
scene or report the incident to police afterwards.
Flynn is a former first responder with
the Town of Île-Perrot who went on
long-term disability because of an eye
condition, diagnosed in May of 2018, for
which he was awaiting surgery. He admitted at the Valleyfield Courthouse on
December 6, 2019 that he had continued to drive ‘short distances’ on a daily
basis for roughly eight months between
the time he was told to stop driving and
when he struck the victim, 40-year-old
Mario Cianfagna. The incident occurred
on a snowy evening at the intersection
of 25th Avenue and Boulevard Perrot.
Flynn testified that he did not see the
victim and thought he had driven over
a curb.
The video of the incident provided by
the Sûreté du Québec immediately went
viral, being viewed on our Facebook
page over 20,000 times.

All four Île-Perrot
municipalities join forces for
new arena project
John Jantak

The Journal

L’Île-Perrot, Notre-Dame-de-l’île-Perrot (NDIP), Pincourt, and Terrasse-Vaudreuil teamed up and jointly applied for

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

grants from the federal and provincial
governments to build a new hockey arena that will be located in Pincourt, just
metres away from the previous arena
project that has sat vacant for roughly
20 years. The news seemed to bring
an end to the arena saga that began in
2003 when work on the Pincourt arena
stopped in a dispute over financing
between the town and the builder Cogerex. The contractor launched legal action against the town. Over the next 17
years, a series of development plans by
private investors, court challenges, and
changes of heart by at least one consortium leave the arena in limbo.
A few weeks later, a copy of an online
petition with 101 names against the new
arena project was presented to TerrasseVaudreuil Mayor Michel Bourdeau at the
monthly council meeting. “They are acting with our money and we deserve answers,” said a resident.
As of press time, the arena’s physical
state is status quo.
Continued on page 6

This year, my team and I were privileged to work with
you and your family during a very challenging time.
It has definitely been a year for the books, and one that
has not been easy on many of us. Through it all, we have
not only shown the extent of our resiliency but that of
our community as well. The kindness of our neighbours,
the devotion of our friends, and the love of family guided
and supported us all.
As we turn the page on the year that
was, know that my team and I
will be here to continue serving
you and everyone who calls our
incredible community of VaudreuilSoulanges home.
Wishing you a safe, healthy,
and happy new year.

/PeterSchiefkeLiberal

Peter.Schiefke@parl.gc.ca

www.PeterSchiefke.ca

450-510-2305

@Peter_Schiefke
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THE SOAPBOX
CARMEN MARIE FABIO

STORIES OF THE YEAR
FEBRUARY

Christmas goose
We’ve had a number of multi-legged cohabitants over the years, besides the kids I
mean. My son once found a spider so big that
you could see its ‘fur’ coat. We kept it in an
aquarium with a very secure lid so we were
surprised to one day see that she had at some
point laid eggs which had hatched. The aquarium was filled with what looked like hundreds
of baby spiders. Within a couple of days, they
were gone. I guess she was hungry.
Over the years, we’ve been temporary guardians to other creatures as well. Besides the kids I mean. There was Priscilla the Praying Mantis – the boys schooling me on the way to determine if it’s
male or female – females have six abdominal segments while males
have eight. We brought her in just as the weather was getting cold.
Despite the live crickets we gave her, she didn’t survive very long.
We had better luck with Slimy, the garden snail, who lived happily
munching lettuce in a clear vase for about six months.
We’ve nursed baby mice when the neighbour’s cat ate their
mother and once had a cocoon brought indoors prematurely hatch
into a gorgeous black and blue butterfly. In February.
I struggle with the cat and dog adoption pictures that we run every week in the paper as I keep convincing myself I can bring one
more animal into the house.
By the time I’d adopted our third dog last year – a Chihuahua with
a wonky jaw and feisty attitude – we already had a Doberman/German Shepherd mix, a Jack Russell/Beagle mix and a disgruntled cat
with a horrible outlook on life. I now just have to hold up the page in
the newspaper with the ‘Up for adoption’ pic to see hubby silently
shaking his head, ‘No.’
Fine.
This maternal instinct is strong so when I got back from a grocery
trip last Friday, my plan was to have a late lunch and go skating on
Lac St-Louis as Mother Nature had graced us with a beautiful ice
surface and half the family was already out there. As I was quickly
heating up some soup, hubby came in.
“There’s a Canada goose on the ice that isn’t doing so well,” he
said of the poor creature whose body heat had somewhat melted
the ice surface and had then refrozen around its feathers. Despite its
weakened state, it was still alive with clear eyes.
“We can’t leave it there,” I said as I got on to the phone to Le
Nichoir Wild Bird Conservation Centre in Hudson.
My resourceful husband grabbed a small blanket and a large
Costco grocery bag and headed back out to fetch ‘Louis,’ so dubbed
for where he was found.
I had visions of driving down Highway 40 with a frantic Canada
goose flapping around inside my Kia so I enlisted hubby’s help for the
journey back to Hudson where Le Nichoir’s Education Co-ordinator
Jo-Annie Gagnon assured me she wouldn’t leave until we got there.
For the record, a Costco shopping bag is not the best mode of
transportation for a goose – a box would’ve been better – but, “You
did what you could,” she assured us.
After a quick exam, Jo-Annie noted Louis was weak and exhausted
and he was placed into a warm, isolated room for the night. She also
said it’s almost impossible to tell if a goose is male or female without a very invasive procedure so its name might actually be Louise.
Either way, it was in good hands.
Two days after arriving, Bird
Care Coordinator Weiyi Liu gave
me an update. Louis/Louise is still
alive though showing signs of neurological damage, possibly from a
collision. But he/she is receiving
first class care and is getting apPHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO
propriate drugs and nourishment.
Le Nichoir’s Education Co-orMaybe we didn’t end up adoptdinator Jo-Annie Gagnon takes
ing another animal this year but Canada goose Louis/Louise –
this is the next best thing.
carefully wrapped in a blanket
and grocery bag – into an exam
Happy holidays.
room to determine the extent of
its injuries.
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Hudson District 3 Councillor
steps down
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

On February 4, one day after the
monthly Hudson town council meeting,
District 3 Councillor Chloe Hutchison officially resigned.
She cited breakdowns in communication that shifted the focus of council
away from community issues and became more personal and confrontational in nature.
“What’s missing for us at the council
level is that we’re spending too much
time worrying about monthly appearances,” she said.
Hutchison said she had come to the
realization that more could be achieved
from citizen action groups focusing on a
common community goal and assuring
its viability rather than from her role on
council.
Hutchison also commended the work
done by Director General Philip Toone
and fellow Councillor Helen Kurgansky
for her work ethic and commitment to
her constituents.
“I’ve done as much as I can do for this
town with this council,” Hutchison said,
adding the timing allowing for a proper
by-election is important in putting the
democratic process back in place.
According to Élections Québec, “If the
position becomes vacant more than 12
months before the next scheduled municipal general election date, the returning officer of the municipality is required
to call a by-election to fill the vacancy.”
As of today, the Council 3 seat remains unfilled.

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Residents complain about
Ste. Anne’s bank closure
John Jantak

The Journal

The impending closure of the Bank of
Montreal branch in Ste. Anne’s – the only
remaining bank in the city – prompted
two residents to voice their concerns to
council.
“I feel bad about losing the bank,”
said resident Laurence Boudreau. “I

don’t have a car. I live in the village and
I don’t do online banking and I don’t
have any intention of starting now. It’s
a shame that a service that touches so
many people is closing. I need a bank.”
70-year-old Pierre Dagenais, who
doesn’t drive, said the closure leaves
him and most of his friends without access to nearby banking services.
Mayor Paola Hawa empathized with
their concerns saying their feelings are
understandable. “Part of the convenience of being a resident in the village
area is being able to walk to the bank and
deal with an actual person,” she said.
Bank of Montreal Media Relations
office did not reply to The Journal’s request for comment.

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Hudson resident in
Home Alone remake
John Jantak

The Journal

Lights – Camera – Action! Hudson resident Roy Elliott has heard these words
countless times during his 45 year career
as a movie extra and his impressive movie résumé boasts roles in 357 movies.
The 91-year-old local legend Roy Elliot
was cast to play a priest in the remake of
the 1990 Christmas classic ‘Home Alon’e
that starred Macaulay Culkin. The film
was shot partly in Hudson.
“I am looking forward to the role but
I think it may be my last because I’m not
in great shape physically.”
With 357 on-screen movie appearances to his credit, Elliott said it may
seem like an astounding number but
says most movie extras have probably
done just as many movies during their
careers.
Elliott started off as an extra doing
one movie once a year and gradually got
up to 12 roles annually when he became
a member of ACTRA, the union representing more than 23,000 professional
performers working in Canada, He is
now their oldest working member.
He got into the movies because he
had an old London taxi cab. He was an
avid car collector and his collection
proved to be a boon because they were
used in several films which eventually
led Elliott to get extra bits. “I had the
only London taxi in Quebec and I got lots
of calls for it – not for me,” he said.
Elliott has played mostly priests or
policemen. He chuckles when he notes
that, “I’ve also played several dead bodies.” Elliot has been on set with the likes
of Paul Newman, Robert De Niro, Leonardo Dicaprio, and Rhea Perlman.
Filming of Home Alone was halted in
March with the COVID-19 outbreak and
its current status is in unfinished limbo.
Continued on page 9

We’re adapting!
From December 26, 2020
to January 10, 2021
PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Homeowners in Ste. Anne de Bellevue will see their residential property taxes rise by 1.5 per
cent in 2021 due to a four per cent increase in the cost the city has to pay to the Montreal
agglomeration for services including police and firefighting, drinking water and waste water
management, waste treatment, and public transit.

Increased agglomeration
costs result in 1.5 per cent
residential property tax rise
in Ste. Anne’s for 2021
John Jantak

The Journal

Homeowners in Ste. Anne de Bellevue will see their property taxes increase
1.5 per cent next year after city council
adopted its 2021 budget during a special
session on Wednesday, December 16.
Mayor Paola Hawa said the increase
in its residential property tax rate is directly tied to a four per cent rise in the
amount of money the city has to pay
to the City of Montreal as being part of
the agglomeration for 2021. Ste. Anne’s
share amounts to $7,551,212, which represents 41.1 per cent of its $18,350,766
budget for next year.
Tax break not practical
“Council would have preferred to
have given residents a tax break this year
and frozen taxes but it wasn’t practical,”
Hawa told The Journal. “We can’t freeze
taxes. It’s not realistic to do in our situation. We had a four per cent increase
in our quotas for the agglomeration. It’s
close to $300,000. That’s a lot of money.
It’s not fair.
“We could have done a tax freeze
although realistically we can’t afford it.
We could have done that especially since
2021 is an election year but we prefer
to be responsible and do the long-term
planning. Instead of going zero this year
and doubling the taxes next year, we’re
making it more realistic and we will incrementally try to finance our agglomeration increase,” said Hawa.
Montreal tax freeze
The increased costs imposed on the
demerged cities within the agglomeration helped Montreal to place a freeze
on business and residential taxes for
2021, according to Hawa.
“They look great because they froze
their tax rate but the agglomeration got
an increase. They look like heroes but
they’re getting the money from some-

where and it just happens to be from the
demerged cities. It a smoke-and-mirrors
thing when it comes to Montreal,” said
Hawa.
Level of service declining
The mayor also said despite the overall increasing costs paid by the agglomeration each year, the level of services
provided by Montreal such as police and
public transit keeps declining. Hawa also
feels a ‘user pay’ structure would be a
more equitable system.
“We’re overpaying for these services
to begin with. There is no correlation
between what we pay and the service
that we get. We are getting fewer services now even though we’re now paying
more. The curves are going in different
directions,” she added.
The nearby Town of Beaconsfield
has also been very vocal about taxes
paid to the Montreal agglomeration.
On December 16, Beaconsfield Mayor
Georges Bourelle and council wrote in
their monthly newsletter that they are
demanding the City of Montreal repay
$4 million for excess taxes paid to the
agglomeration for 2020 and 2021.
Another increase next year
“We pay for public transit but I challenge you to find efficient public transit
to the West Island,” said Hawa. “We pay
for police that serve five West Island cities. It’s not a negative to the police station we have. They do fantastic work and
they’re great partners but when they
have their resources tapped, there’s only
so much in terms of service they can provide to us.”
The city is also projecting another
substantial increase from the agglomeration next year. “From what we can see
we’ll have an even bigger increase from
the agglomeration because that’s when
we’ll really feel the full hit of all these
COVID-19 measures that have been implemented.”

Only these service centres will be

OPEN:

Coteau-du-Lac, L’Île-Perrot, Rigaud
and Saint-Charles in Vaudreuil-Dorion
MONDAY

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

TUESDAY

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

WEDNESDAY

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

THURSDAY

9:00 AM – 7:00 PM

FRIDAY

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS
Open until 3 p.m. on December 24 and 31

Holiday Schedule
December 24

OPEN UNTIL 3 PM

December 25, 26 and 28

CLOSED

December 31

OPEN UNTIL 3 PM

January 1, 2 and 4

CLOSED
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Creative COVID-ing
The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic threw us all for a loop but it didn’t
take long for area residents and business owners to rise to the challenge and
find a new way to conduct ’business as
usual.’

alone with no family nearby.
For more info, contact Seladag@
icloud.com

PHOTO COURTESY VILLE DE VAUDREUIL-DORION

PHOTO COURTESY CASEY COSTELLO

PHOTO COURTESY SHARON WEINER

Social dis-dancing
C.J. Maxwell
PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Resident brings hope to stuckat-home seniors through online
bridge
John Jantak

The Journal

Vaudreuil-Dorion resident Selahattin Dagdeviren took the initiative to organize online bridge games which have
now grown to include over 100 people
in the community. Its reach has actually
expanded nationally with one player
from Toronto and internationally with
another player from Turkey.
The online bridge tournaments became an important lifeline for the people
who participate because many are ill
and isolated in their homes. Others live

The Journal

On June 15 two groups of dancers
opted to shake off the quarantine fatigue by taking part in a group dance
event while still respecting the social
distancing rules.
Organized by Hudson Dance Centre
owner Sharon Weiner, each group of
dancers had about 20 participants get
together at the studio parking lot at 451
Main Road.
The first group was comprised of dancers aged five to 13 and they were followed up by the older group as well as
Sharon and her ‘incredible assistants.’
Both participants and parents were
very pleased to have a degree of normalcy returned to their lives by being
able to dance again since the studio
closed March 13.

The members of the council
and all the employees of the
MRC de Vaudreuil-Soulanges
join me in wishing you
Happy Holidays!
The year 2020 will have
brought its share of
challenges and now that
it is coming to an end
I would like to wish you a
new year marked by health,
peace and happiness.

Pandemic can’t dampen
dancing spirit
C.J. Maxwell

The Journal

Since social distancing came into effect due to the coronavirus, Costello
Irish Dance team has transferred all
classes and activities online. In an effort
to keep the dancers engaged, founder
Casey Costello and his team have been
giving their students weekly challenges
and the dancers raised money in an effort to support three different COVID-19
related initiatives:
- Montreal Children’s Hospital (Team Red)
- Family Resource Centre (Team Yellow)
- Le Pont/Bridging Food Bank in Hudson
(Team Blue)
As a school from Vaudreuil-Soulanges
with dancers ranging in age from three
to 15 years, the team felt all three area
community-based organizations were
important to support.
Each dancer was timed for how long
they danced throughout the 60-minute
Dance-A-Thon.
All funds raised were pooled together then distributed with the winning
team having 50 per cent of the funds
donated to their charity; the other two
teams would have 25 per cent of the
funds raised donated to their charities.
In total, 44 dancers participated and
while the fundraising goal was $400, the
dancers raised more than 10 times that
goal – $4170!

Vaudreuil-Dorion builds
summer drive-in theatre
John Jantak

The Journal

With the annual Festival de Cirque
and La Mosaïc Parade cancelled, Vaudreuil-Dorion sought alternatives for

safe outings for its residents this year.
The show went on as the temporary
drive-in theatre that was proposed by
council in May proceeded as planned.
Located at the Cité-des-Jeunes campus property on Saint-Charles Avenue
screenings took place from Wednesday
to Saturday between July 8 and August
1.

PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

Westwood grads on parade
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Students graduating from Westwood
Senior High School in Hudson, like graduates everywhere this year, weren’t going
to get to have the traditional ceremony
to mark their special moment due to
COVID-19. But teachers and organizers
at the school were not going to let the
occasion pass by without the recognition it deserved.
“They came up with the idea of a
drive-through grad ceremony so everyone could celebrate from their cars,”
said Caroline Cernik, receptionist at
Westwood.
“This year is the school’s 100th anniversary, so originally we’d planned a grad
ceremony that was going to be special,”
said Cernik. “The students were going
to all be in maroon (the school colours),
and we were going to have indigenous
dancers. We wanted to make a big deal
out of it.” That plan had to be shelved for
the pandemic, as did many others.
Continued on page 13

Happy Holidays
and

Happy New Year!
A team of professionals at
your service for over 50 years
Vaudreuil-Dorion
3031 de la Gare boul., suite #102
Free parking

450 455-2525

Patrick Bousez

Valleyfield

Prefect of the MRC de Vaudreuil-Soulanges
and Mayor of the Municipality of
Rivière-Beaudette

35 Rue de Grande-Île

450 371-6612

Valleyfield
*Valid until Dec.31,2021
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616 Ch. Larocque, suite 140

450 371 6617

STORIES OF THE YEAR
Former NDIP dépanneur
owner guilty of sexual assault
against minors
Carmen Marie Fabio

judge continued though Foomani remained seated for the duration of the
roughly 90-minute reading of the judgement.
Though nine of the initial 11 charges,
including forcible confinement, were
dropped, Crown Prosecutor Kim Émond
said she was satisfied with the result.
Foomani was sentenced in June to 15
months in jail.

The Journal

Former NotreDame-de-l’ÎlePerrot Dépanneur
Atlantide owner
Korey
Foomani
was found guilty
of two counts of
sexual assault and
sexual interference
PHOTO COURTESY
February 21 at the
SÛRETÉ DU QUÉBEC
Valleyfield Courthouse. Foomani was arrested by SQ officers June 20, 2018.
The acts took place at the store over
a three-year period between 2015 and
2018 in the back office and behind the
front counter of the store. The female
victims were aged nine and 12 when
they provided their testimony to the
court.
One of the victims was eight years
of age when the first sexual assault occurred according to the 27-page judgement Judge Bertrand St-Arnaud presented in the courtroom.
Roughly 20 minutes into the reading
of the testimony that contained graphic
descriptions from the young plaintiffs,
Foomani doubled over and staggered
to one side.
Following a very brief pause, the

MARCH
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Saint- Lazare council files
sanction against Director General
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

A special meeting of the Saint- Lazare
town council was held March 17 to vote
on a resolution to bring an official sanction against the town’s Director General Serge Tremblay. The sanction was
focused on Tremblay’s reported behaviour towards members of council and
his treatment of certain files under his
management.
Town Clerk Nathaly Rayneault read

aloud from the resolution which stated, “The Director General has been informed in writing in recent months of
several shortcomings in his behaviour
towards members of the municipal
council, and with regard to his treatment
of several files under his supervision.”
The resolution continued, “The bond of
trust necessary between a Director General and the members of the municipal
council is very seriously shaken, given
the unacceptable actions of the Director General and his inadequate management of the files under his governance.”
No specific details were given but the
resolution outlined that the DG would
have two weeks to submit a written action plan detailing how he intended to
“permanently correct” his behaviour
and management of files, in a, “…spirit
of collaboration and healthy communications with the council.”
The five municipal councillors present voted in favour of the resolution.
Mayor Robert Grimaudo said he had
been kept in the dark regarding this
resolution and that he was seeing it for
the first time that day, so it was difficult
to be in favour without adequate time
to prepare. He also said, “I have worked
very closely with the person in question
for seven years and feel that this action
is not justified.
Asked for specific details on the complaint against Tremblay, none of the
councillors who voted in favour were
forthcoming.
Following an extensive medical leave

after the sanction, Tremblay officially
took his retirement in November, 2020.

PHOTO COURTESY SHUTTERSTOCK

Vaudreuil-Soulanges gets first
COVID-19 testing centre
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

By mid-March, 2020, the World
Health Organization (WHO) declared
COVID-19 a global pandemic and little
by little, events and gatherings started
being cancelled in our region. Instead of
our usual ‘Things to See & Do’ column,
we ran our first ‘COVID-19 Cancellation
updates’ column.
On March 19, we reported our region’s first testing facility had opened
March 17. For reported security reasons,
its location was not disclosed but people
who were exhibiting symptoms were
told to call a number to be screened by
a public health worker. Walk-in test clinics have since been established. As we
all know, this story is ongoing. For more
information on testing, consult www.
santemonteregie.qc.ca/en.
Continued on page 10

Joyeuses Fêtes

et prenez soin de vous !

Happy Holidays
and take care!

MARILYNE PICARD

Députée de Soulanges | MNA for Soulanges
marilyne.picard.soul@assnat.qc.ca
450 456-3816
Tuesday, December 22, 2020
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STORIES OF THE YEAR
APRIL

PHOTO COURTESY VETERANS AFFAIRS CANADA

The Passing of a Canadian and
local legend
Rod L. Hodgson

Special contributor

On April 8, 2020 Maxine Llewellyn
Bredt peacefully passed away at her
home in Hudson in her 101st year. She
was an icon and legend in Hudson and
especially at Legion Branch #115 where
she had been a member for close to 50
years.
Born in Highwood, Montana her family moved to British Columbia in the early 1920s and after high school Maxine
studied to be a nurse. She graduated just
as World War II began and soon after she
enrolled in the Canadian Army Medical
Corps and was shipped overseas.
Lieut. Maxine Llewellyn then served
in Italy, Northern Europe, and England.
After being demobilized in 1945 Maxine joined Trans Canada Airlines as a
stewardess in 1946. TCA only hired nurs-

es at that time. While at TCA she met
her future husband, Bill Bredt, who had
served with the RCAF during the war.
In 1949 they moved to Hudson, Quebec and settled down to raise their family of four.
In 2019 Maxine was chosen by Veteran’s Affairs Canada to be on their annual
Veteran’s Week poster remembering the
75th Anniversary of the Italian Campaign.
Just few short years ago she was chosen to visit Italy (2014) and Northern
France (2017) along with other veterans
of WW II honouring the Italian Campaign and the Battles of Vimy Ridge,
Dieppe, and D-Day. At all events pertaining to various anniversaries about either
WW I or WW II Maxine always wore her
original WW II uniform.
She celebrated her 100th birthday in
September, 2019 at Legion Branch #115
where over 100 friends and family came
to offer their best wishes.
She will never be forgotten.

of existence, The Journal was forced to
take an unprecedented hiatus from its
print edition due to the virus outbreak
as staff members dealt with family
emergencies and one of our sales team
members contracting the virus. While
we continued to post breaking stories
online, we had to reconfigure our entire
method of working and communicating
to continue to bring you important stories in our region.
We kept busy coordinating a homemade mask-drive for the West Island’s
Brunswick Medical Centre for use by asymptomatic patients entering the facility and continued to post stories to our
online platforms.

Palliative Care Residence deals
with COVID-19
COVID closure
For the first time in its almost 17 years

THE JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

COVID-19 and animal adoptions
Jules-Pierre Malartre

MAY

PHOTO COURTESY VSPCR

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

June.

Spared by the presence of the virus
within its walls up until May, the VSPCR
announced it was forced to temporarily
transfer its patients to other institutions
as well as suspend admissions due to an
outbreak of COVID-19 cases. The 12-bed
residence resumed operations later in

Area animal shelters saw a substantial increase in their adoption numbers
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The number of adoptions at Animatch more than tripled, according
to Helene Lacroix (above), operator of
the well-known dog adoption service.
Lacroix and her team were obviously
thrilled but Animatch still enforced
strict screening procedures to make
sure dogs went to a good home.
“We actually have a COVID file,” Lacroix said of a dossier of would-be adopters who were found to be unacceptable
because their motives for adopting a
dog were not necessarily in the animal’s
best interest.
Continued on page 11

100 000
Thank yous!
The Vaudreuil-Soulanges Palliative Care Residence
2020 Poinsettia Campaign
The 2020 poinsettia campaign generated a record
breaking $100,232!!
This extraordinary success is due to the hard work
of our precious and devoted volunteers, as well as
generosity of our partners and the
Vaudreuil-Soulanges community, who have
once again come together for the Residence.

Thank you to all for your support!
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STORIES OF THE YEAR
“They’re people who never had a
dog; who have no idea what having a
dog is like. Some feel they don’t need
to walk the dog.” Many well-meaning
adopters simply end up reconsidering
their decision within a short period of
time. Such situations only end up hurting the animals and preventing them
from meeting the right adopters. Screening techniques are therefore essential in
preventing failed adoptions.
CASCA, the local volunteer group
that helps abandoned cats also saw an
increase in adoptions.
“We’ve adopted out all our adult
cats,” Francine Pelletier of the Vaudreuil chapter of CASCA said. “It’s the
only good thing that’s come out of COVID-19,” she joked.

ciding with the Château du Lac’s busiest
day of the year – the annual St. Patrick’s
Day parade – saw a sharp decline in
revenue on what would have typically
made up for the winter sales doldrums
and accumulated GST and heating bills.
Gale also cited a changing customer
base, saying the traditional working
class blue-collar crowd of regulars can
no longer afford Hudson’s real estate
prices and the smoking bans have further diminished business.
“The young crowd used to come to
the bar for happy hour after work,” he
said. “Now they’re more likely to go to
the gym.”
The Château du Lac remains on the
market for $1.85 million, down from its
original $2.2 million asking price.

JUNE
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Turning a page
on Hudson’s history
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

Despite an on-again, off-again lifeline
for Hudson’s landmark Château du Lac
bar and hotel on Main Road, the doors
closed for good just six years shy of celebrating its 150th anniversary.
It was to be taken over by owners of
the ‘Ye Olde Orchard’ group but the deal
fell through in early June.
“They’ve decided not to take over,”
Château owner Rob Gale told The Journal. “I think when they really looked at
it, it’s a big commitment and investment
and we still don’t know what the return
to ‘normal’ is going to look like.”
As Gale said, the nature of the bar
business is social gathering, not social
distancing.
This year’s unfortunate timing of the
arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic coin-

Finnegan’s Market on hold
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Finnegan’s, the Aird family farm
turned open-air flea market that’s been
a Saturday staple for almost half a century, announced they’d remain closed
for at least the month of June. Though
the provincial government was gradually loosening COVID-19 restrictions, but
with the large number of vendors and
visitors Finnegan’s gets on a typical summer Saturday, they were struggling with
the logistics of how to open safely.
Sanitation like outdoor washrooms
and handwashing stations were one
thing, but the sheer volume of traffic
they see from across regions is another.
“We don’t want to control the numbers by blocking off the parking lot and
backing up cars all the way along Main
Road,” said Betsy Aird. “And a lot of our
vendors are of an age where they would
be considered at risk as well.”
By the start of July, the Aird family
made the sad decision to remain closed

for the entire season.

noise.
The suspect, identified as Deyver Andres Aguilar Céspedes, is awaiting a trial
date.

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Man dies in Vaudreuil-Dorion
dispute
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

A June 21 altercation in VaudreuilDorion left 39-year-old Maxime Alexandre Bélanger dead.
“At 11:30 last night, officers from the
Vaudreuil-Soulanges East detachment
responded to a call about a dispute between two men on Caron Street,” said
Sûreté du Québec spokesperson Sgt. Ingrid Asselin June 22. “When they arrived
they found one man seriously injured.
He later died in hospital.”
A 38-year-old man was arrested and
appeared at the Vallefield Courthouse
June 23. Police did not specify what, if
any, weapons were used though other
media outlets report the victim was hit
with a baseball bat and stabbed after
he jumped the fence to complain about

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Ecomuseum Zoo reopens
John Jantak

The Journal

Following a three-month closure
due to COVID-19, the Ecomuseum Zoo
in Ste. Anne’s reopened June 26. New
guidelines were issued including advance ticket purchase, mandatory mask
wearing, hand-washing stations and unidirectional paths. Indoor exhibits were
closed. The Ecomuseum is now closed
temporarily until January 11, 2021 due
to the government decree for red zones,
but you can still support their efforts by
shopping weekends or online at their
gift shop at boutique.zooecomuseum.
ca.
Continued on page 13

At this very special time, I offer you my best
wishes for the holiday season.
May the next year be one of hope, health
and reunion.

Happy
Holidays!
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KICK IN THE ARTS

BRIAN GALLAGHER

My best column
of the year!
Ha! Made you look! They say there’s truth
in advertising and there’s nothing subliminal about my bold, extravagant statement at
the top of this week’s column dear readers
(if you’ve made it this far down the column).
I may have taken some liberties with the title
but c’mon, a little white lie never hurt anyone
did it? Did it? And in my own defence, saying
it’s the ‘best’ isn’t really a big stretch considering the bar I set isn’t really that high. Let’s face
it, they use that bar for the high jump competition in the Leprechaun
Olympics back in the auld country.
So in the spirit of regurgitation instead of creation (I’m not lazy,
I’m ‘efficient’), and in no particular order - here’s my ‘Top 10’ KITA
titles from 2020:
Would you like ketchup or catsup on that?
The early bird has a scalpel
One green thumb, everything else is black and blue
A Hudson fish story
My new weight loss program – it really works!
The mask of Gallagher – the sequel (because Part 1 sucked)
A spoonful of gin helps the medicine go down
Captain Hornblower’s excellent adventure
My life’s in the gutters
The laundry was hung by the chimney with care
You can vote for your favourite 2020 ‘KITA’ column title by taking
a yellow highlighter and circling your choice in the paper in front of
you. Then burn it in effigy in the fireplace and I will read the smoke
signals wafting across the water. No. Really.
Special mention in this ‘Best of” edition goes of course to my benevolent editor (henceforth simply to be referred to as ‘B.E.’). Each
week The Journal posts sections of this supercalifragilisticexpialidocious paper on The Facebook and when it comes to my little column
there is always a hilarious photo accompanying it. My poor sad mug
gets Photoshopped onto a variety of figures each week, from a pirate to the Pillsbury Dough Boy and even an angry Santa. Each week
I cringe (but excitedly so) as I go online to find out what embarrassingly funny character I have become and grip my martini extra tightly
so as not to spill it or snort it out of my nose (those olives can really
get stuck up there). Keep it up B.E. ‘Lâche pas’ as the locals might
say.
Let me end with this:
Happy Holidays beautiful people. Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. And THANK YOU for taking the time out of your busy day
to sit down with your favourite cocktail to glance over at my little
column and shake your head at my ramblings and musings each
week. As always, it is an honour to be granted this space by Mme.
Propriétaire and Publisher Extraordinaire each week and it is a sincere privilege that so many of you actually sit down to read it (and
not just because I’m usually squeezed in beside the pet adoptions or
garage sales… It’s heartbreaking that we cannot see, touch or celebrate with our loved ones this year but here’s to 2021 and the hope
that we can all be together soon. It has been a trying year and I am
proud of each and every single one of you for getting through it like
champions. Your sacrifices (big or small), dedication, and community
spirit are what held your bubbles together keeping everyone safe
and making the best out of a bad and unprecedented situation. We
will get through this. Lâchez pas mes amis!
And on a personal note – I was looking forward to celebrating the
incoming year sitting across the table from my long-suffering poor
B.E. over a huge 16oz juicy T-bone and a glass of ‘Notre Vin Maison’
while apologizing repeatedly for my many grammatical and societal
misgivings over the past 12 months. Oh well, there’s always 2022.
From Crooked Tree Corner here in Shangri-la - “Sociable!” from
the bestie and me…
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A little fun with
Kick in the Arts
Kudos to The Journal’s ‘Kick in the
Arts’ columnist Brian Gallagher for
being a good sport every week as we
have some fun at his expense. Whilst
we preserve his dignity in the printed
version of the paper, we torture him
online with caricatures of his weekly

Where does it
hurt?

The best part of
waking up…

musings and, as always, he takes it
in stride with good humour. The only
time he took offense was in a text message to the editor saying, “We need to
talk. You put me in a dress holding a
gun. Oh… and I have boobs.” Thankfully, he’s very hard to offend.

Gallagher Gothic

Gallagher’s Travels

Take me to the drive-in

Birthday Boy

Gramma Gallagher

Pillsbury Brian Boy

Captain Gallagher

Bushwhacking Brian

King of the World

STORIES OF THE YEAR
extremely flexible venue for rehearsals and smaller performances or events
that can accommodate up to 50 people. The existing 148-seat theatre will
remain in place unaltered by the addition. In total it will mean an expansion
to two times the existing usable space.

JULY
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Village Theatre gets a boost
Nick Zacharias

PHOTO BY LAUREN MITCHELL

The Journal

The converted Canadian Pacific Railway station that for 28 years has served
as the landmark home for the Hudson
Village Theatre (HVT) got an almost
million-dollar boost.
“The exact amount is $983,046,”
said MP Peter Schiefke. The money
came from the Canada Cultural Spaces
fund, part of an effort to bolster the artistic and cultural experiences of Canadians across the country.
The money will be used to expand
the existing theatre with a two-storey
addition, upgrading the lobby and box
office, and adding a full kitchen and improved washroom facilities. It will also
mean adding a ‘black box’ space – an

Creative COVID-ing

Developer files lawsuit against
Saint-Lazare
John Jantak

The Journal

Amendments to Saint-Lazare’s
zoning By-law 1079 which is meant
to protect the town’s forest canopy
and humid zones from development
prompted a housing developer to take
legal action.
“Because of the various by-laws and
regulations we have in the town, it’s going to prevent Habitations Robert from
developing his property,”said Mayor
Robert Grimaudo.

The lawsuit requests the town compensate the developer for being unable
to proceed with his plans to develop
the land he owns.
As development continues throughout the Vaudreuil-Soulanges region,
the amount of remaining green space
continues to dwindle. For Saint-Lazare,
the matter has become a fine balancing
act between conservation and development.
“What this by-law does is that it restricts development of our old growth
forests. A lot of the land owned by
Habitations Robert falls within these
parameters. There’s also the fact that
we don’t allow any construction in wetlands and that also makes it difficult for
development,” said Grimaudo.
The case is still before the courts.

Pointe-du-Moulin
windmill undergoes major
renovation work
John Jantak

The Journal

The iconic windmill at the ParcHistorique-de-la-Pointe-du-Moulin
along the shoreline of Lac Saint-Louis in
Notre-Dame-de-l’île-Perrot (NDIP) underwent a major renovation to its roof
which was removed from the stone
base.
The restoration work is being done

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

by the provincial government’s Société
de développement des entreprises culturelles (SODEC) which manages several historic buildings throughout the
province. For the city, the windmill is an
important part of its history and identity and is a prominent part of the city’s
logo.
“It’s a big job,” said NDIP Mayor
Danie Deschênes. “They’re redoing the
roof but they will also be putting on the
new windmill blades. Every year SODEC
invests money in the Pointe-du-Moulin.
They are very good at restoring everything the way it should be.”
Built in 1702, the windmill is one of
20 documented historic windmills in
Quebec.
Continued on page 20

The Journal

through these tough times.

Continued from page 8

The students turned out en masse in a
procession that lasted well over an hour
as they each took turns cruising through
the long line of teachers and staff cheering them on and congratulating them for
sticking it out in a challenging time.
At the head of the line, Principal Dion
Joseph and Vice Principal Mike Stewart
were on hand to give out yearbooks,
photos, and best wishes to all who made
it.

PHOTO BY PETER MANSELL

Legion news
Rod Hodgson

Speacial contributor

Our giant fundraising campaign December 5 for the Hudson Legion Branch
#115 was a grand success. Executive
Board member Jay Oland organized an
amazing day and it was very well received. A special thank-you goes out
to all our members and friends who
dropped by to purchase the various
products we had available. Numerous
members and new members also signed
up for 2021. The funds raised will help us

PHOTO BY DON ANDERSON

Hudson Village Theatre brings
Christmas into your home
Brian Gallagher

Speacial contributor

The Hudson Village Theatre (HVT)
presented a series of YouTube shows
from December 10 until December 24.
All shows are completely free of
charge although donations will be accepted for Le Pont/Bridging Food Bank
through the HVT website all through the
15 days and nights. And, in the spirit of
giving back to the community, The Journal will match all donations.
Dean Patrick Fleming, the HVT artistic
director, said, “A theatre isn’t a theatre
without people. I miss people being in
our home, our theatre. I am longing for
the day we greet people at the door, and
I watch and listen as the lights go down
and feel the excitement of an audience
ready to be brought on a journey. The 15
days of Christmas is a way for us to invite
people in and a way to allow them to tell
stories.
To date, over $2500 has been raised.
Tuesday, December 22, 2020
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Feeding the community
A global pandemic didn’t stop community efforts at amassing and coordinating food donations to organizations
distributing provisions to those in need.
Various groups and individuals stepped
up to ensure nobody would go without
during one of the most trying times in
recent history.

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Cozy Café feeding front-line
workers
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

When Hudson’s popular Cozy Café
restaurant closed its doors to walk-in
traffic due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
co-owner Jessika Ménard couldn’t help
but notice the many seniors who live
in the same condominium as her faced
long line-ups at area grocery stores.
“I’m in the restaurant business,” she
told The Journal. “I have access to food

quickly.”
Ménard and co-owner Christine
Booth were able to set up a food distribution system for the elderly neighbours
in need and, as with most altruistic endeavours, the gesture grew in popularity, evolving along the way.
“A gentleman from Saint-Donat
asked me to make a cake for his father,
a resident at Le Languedoc.” Because
of restrictions due to the virus, the son
wasn’t able to be there in person. Ménard and Booth offered to foot the bill
and seeing photos of how pleased the
senior was to receive the cake hatched
an idea. The man’s son offered to pay it
forward for a cake to be sent to another
senior.
The partners loved the idea but soon
hit a roadblock – unless meals are individually portioned, facilities can’t always
accommodate items that need to be
cut and divided. Undaunted, and with
community donations in hand, Ménard
called a number of places before speaking with Manoir Harwood seniors’ facility who welcomed their offer to prepare
meals for the frontline workers who are
currently facing enormous challenges in
their jobs.
The meals, ranging between 20 and
40 depending on the day and the shift,
are made from ingredients paid for by
ongoing donations from the community.
The co-owners both prepare the meals
and while Ménard handles the delivery

details, Booth is still cooking in the café
that remains open for pick-up, takeout,
and delivery orders.

PHOTO COURTESY GURINDER JOHAL

Punjab Sports and Cultural
Association
The Vaudreuil-Dorion based Punjab
Sports and Cultural Association donated
a substantial amount of non-perishable
foods and essential items such as toilet
paper to La Moisson Sud-Ouest food
bank, an organization active in the fight
against poverty in the area of food security in the Beauharnois-Salaberry,
Haut-Saint-Laurent and Vaudreuil-Soulanges regions.
The Punjab Sports and Cultural Association is a non-profit organization
founded in 2004 and they normally arrange cultural events, health seminars to
raise awareness, provide school supplies
to children of low income families, and
more.
This year, with the ongoing COVID-19
crisis, they made it their goal to help as
many people as possible.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Offices

Closed : Thursday, December 24th, 2020 to Friday, January 1st, 2021 inclusively
By appointment only : Tuesday, January 4, 2021 to
Friday, January 8, 2021
For municipal situations that can’t wait for January 4: call 3-1-1

Library

Closed : December 24-25-26-28 and December 31 to January 2
Opened : December 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
December 29-30 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
January 3rd from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Collections

The collection schedule remains the same :
ville.saint-lazare.qc.ca/en/collectes
CARDBOARD COLLECTION: on Tuesday, January 5, 2021
CHRISTMAS TREES: must be in your driveway (not on a snow bank) on
Monday, January 11th, before 7 a.m. One single pick-up spans over a 2-week
period or more.

Ice rinks and rings

Consult the schedule and the open/closed status:
ville.saint-lazare.qc.ca/en/patinoires

PARC NATURE
LES FORESTIERS-DE-SAINT-LAZARE SCHEDULE
(2800 Chemin Lotbinière)

Opened if the weather permits it.
Verify the schedule and the open/closed status:
lesforestiers.ville.saint-lazare.qc.ca/en

450-424-8000
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Major food donation to Moisson
Sud-Ouest
Rosy Jaggi

Speacial contributor

The Sant Nirankari Mission, also
known as Universal Brotherhood Mis-

sion, is a spiritual movement with a
genuine effort to unite mankind for the
good of humanity with the message of
Love All, Hate None – Peace Not Pieces.
Sant Nirankari Mission Montreal Branch
successfully executed the Humaneness
Food Donation June 20 in Pointe-Claire.
Sant Nirankari Mission Montreal donated approximately 2000 kg of non-perishable food items to Moisson Sud-Ouest
Food Bank of the Suroît region (in Montérégie area).
Moisson Sud-Ouest continues to meet
the needs of people who are experiencing difficult socioeconomic situations
in the regional county municipalities.
Vaudreuil-Dorion Mayor Guy Pilon
joined them for this food donation event
which became a great platform to introduce the Sant Nirankari Mission.

PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

Hudson’s Chez Sauvé serving the
public good
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Celebrated Hudson casse croute
Chez Sauvé, taken over last fall by husband and wife team Andrew Dumas and
Sheena Purcell (pictures) not only persevered during the pandemic but began
running an ongoing campaign to provide
free meals for individuals or families in
need during these trying times.
“It’s been an amazing success,”
Dumas was pleased to report several
weeks into the campaign. “The people
of Hudson have really shown their generosity, and people who might be temporarily finding it hard to make ends
meet are getting food for their families.”
The campaign was kick-started with
a donation from Amanda Walker of
Royal LePage, and a starter fund from
the owners at Sauvé’s. Customers who
order take-out from the restaurant (and
who have the means) are encouraged to
add an extra $10 to their order to go towards a meal for someone in need. Sauvé’s then makes up the difference of the
price of a meal, and each one is written
on a coloured Post-it note on the front
window. Anyone who could use a hand
is encouraged to come by and cash in a
ticket for a meal, no questions asked.
Said Dumas in mid-June, “So far we’ve
handed out over 120 meals, as well as
being able to give a $1,750 cash donation to Le Pont/Bridging food bank.”
As for the ‘Post-it meal’ campaign,
they have a ready supply and will be
happy to keep it going as long as there is
a need. “Even when all of this pandemic
business is over, maybe in a quieter way,
we’d like to continue with this because
we see the good that it’s doing.”
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Vert
développement
immobilier
Normand Fortin, CPA, CMA
Président
1551, rue Montarville, bureau 104
Saint-Bruno-de-Montarville
(Québec) J3V 3T8
Tél. : 450 653-5505
Fax : 450 653-6665
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normand@vertdeveloppement.com
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Te r r a i n s

+/-

80,000 pi2

$600,000
www.habitationsrobert.ca

Starting
from

Including
standard land
and taxes

450-510-3076

Vaudreuil-Soulanges

www.habitationsrobert.ca
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Take self-isolation
seriously
Please follow self-isolation instructions
to avoid transmitting COVID-19 to others.

Self-isolation
means stay at home
Do not go to school or work, to an early childhood or
daycare centre, or to any public place such as a stores,
supermarkets or pharmacies.
If you live in a private home for seniors, remain in
your own unit and do not walk around the building.
We recommend that you have your meals delivered
to you, thus avoiding the need to move around inside
the residence.

If you live with other people who don’t have COVID-19:

• If possible, remain alone in one room of your home.
• Avoid contact with the other occupants of the home. Stay
at least two metres away from them. If you need to get
closer, cover your nose and mouth.

• If possible, eat and sleep alone in one room of your home.
• If possible, use a bathroom that is reserved for you.
Otherwise, disinfect after each use.

Do not go out for walks.

• Air out the house and your room often by opening a

Do not take public transit.

You can go out on your balcony or in your private yard
while remaining at least two metres away from anyone
else.

If no one can help you with your supermarket or
pharmacy purchases, try the home delivery services
offered by many stores. Stay at least two metres away
from the delivery person.

window if the weather permits.

If you need to leave your home for medical reasons,
wear a mask or face covering.

Don’t allow any visitors into your home.

The people living with you can continue with their usual activities (work, school, daycare, etc.) as long as they themselves
are not under a self-isolation order, such as while awaiting test results, after having been in contact with a confirmed case
of COVID-19, or after returning from a trip abroad, etc.).
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When should you self-isolate

You tested positive
If you don’t develop any symptoms,
you need to self-isolate for 10 days
from the date of your screening test.
If you do develop symptoms,
you need to self-isolate until all of the
following conditions are met:

• 10 days have passed since your
symptoms first appeared

• You have had no fever for at least
48 hours (without having taken
fever medicine)

• Your symptoms have improved for

You have COVID-19
symptoms

You are returning
from abroad

If you have symptoms such as fever,
the onset or worsening of a cough,
difficulty breathing or a sudden loss
of smell without nasal congestion
(with or without loss of taste), you
need to self-isolate and get tested. The
COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment
Tool provides recommendations on
what steps to take based of your
condition. Go to Québec.ca/
decisioncovid19 to evaluate
your symptoms.

All travellers entering Canada are
required to self-isolate for 14 days,
even if their COVID-19 test result
is negative.

at least 24 hours (excluding cough
or loss of smell, which may last
longer)

You are waiting to take
the test or find out
your results
While awaiting your test results, you’ll
need to self-isolate if:

• You have symptoms of COVID-19
or had them in the last 10 days

• You have been flagged by public

health authorities as having been in
contact with a COVID-19 case

• You have returned from a trip abroad
If you meet none of these criteria, you
do not need to self-isolate. We do
recommend that you follow general
health measures until you get your
results. If you test positive for COVID-19,
you will receive instructions from the
public health authorities.

You have been in contact
with a confirmed case
of COVID-19
If you don’t develop any symptoms,
you’ll need to self-isolate for 14 days
from your last contact with the
confirmed case of COVID-19 even if
your COVID-19 test result is negative.

To make the best possible
decisions for your own health
and that of your loved ones
during the COVID‑19 pandemic,
consult the Self‑Care Guides.
They will provide you with the
best ways to protect yourself
from COVID‑19, take care of
yourself, provide basic care to
family members and friends, and
where and when to consult a
health professional if you need
care or services.

If you do develop symptoms, you’ll
need to self-isolate until all of the
following conditions are met:

• 10 days have passed since your
symptoms first appeared

• You have had no fever for at least

48 hours (without having taken fever
medicine)

• Your symptoms have improved for at
least 24 hours (excluding cough or
loss of smell, which may last longer)

Québec.ca/selfisolating
1 877 644-4545
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Fundraising efforts during a global pandemic
Whether because of – or in spite of –
COVID-19, area fundraising efforts were
not about to be thwarted by any global
pandemic.
A number of community-based fundraising initiatives were carried out
throughout the year despite lockdowns
and social distancing measures.

to provide food.

the equivalent of the distance between
two cities on the map, namely Lusaka in
Zambia, and Harare in Zimbabwe, which
is about 400 km.
“If we go more, great! This is about
as much as we think we can do for a
small group,” Dolores said. “It depends
on your capacity and ability to do it.
We’re all grandmothers, after all.”

PHOTO COURTESY DOLORES MEADE

Grannies going the extra mile
Jules-Pierre Malartre
PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

Sucrerie de la Montagne raising funds to help kids
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Stefan Faucher of Sucrerie de la
Montagne hosted a convivial gathering
in February at the sugar shack his father, Pierre, founded atop Mont Rigaud
to announce their fundraising support
for Breakfast Club of Canada – a charitable organization that supports school
breakfast programs for tens of thousands of children who are otherwise at
risk of not eating in the morning.
This new initiative is a continuation
of a charitable spirit they embraced
strongly in 2018. Back then “…We set
out to become socially involved in a
concrete way by partnering with the
Make-A-Wish Foundation in order to
help a child struggling with an illness
achieve his or her dream,” said Faucher.
They reserved a sum from each meal
sold during the 2018 sugaring-off season and managed to amass a sizeable
donation to bring joy to a young girl.
“Ten thousand dollars was awarded to
Alexia to make her dream of travelling
with her family come true.”
Seeing the positive impact they had
on the life of one child, Sucrerie de la
Montagne decided to continue the spirit of giving this year to help many more
children whose families are struggling

Special contributor

Many charitable organizations impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic
found creative ways to engage communities and continue their outreach
and fundraising activities in great part
thanks to online resources.
The Hudson charity group Grannies
Aid for Africa had to cancel their Annual Soup Contest and other fundraising activities this year. However, they
participated in the Virtual Stride Walk,
a march to increase awareness and
raise funds to combat AIDS in Africa,
that took place throughout the month
of June.
“Grannies Aid for Africa stand in solidarity with grandmothers in sub-Saharan Africa,” said Dolores Meade, Director of Grannies Aid for Africa. “We will
continue to raise funds and awareness
to support the organizations responding to the COVID-19 and AIDS pandemics. Consequently, we are changing our
fundraising efforts by participating in
the Virtual Stride to Turn the Tide. This
is an annual national campaign when
Canadians walk in support of the grandmothers who walk with purpose every
day as they turn the tide of HIV and
AIDS and care for their orphaned grandchildren.”
“This event is something that the
Stephen Lewis Foundation has done for
years,” Dolores added of the foundation
named after the former Canadian NDP
politician and diplomat.
Grannies Aid for Africa aims to walk

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Cross-country fundraising drive
for young cancer patients
John Jantak

The Journal

Jon Shrier set off on a one-month
odyssey atop a one-wheel motorized
skateboard from Sainte- Anne-deBellevue to Whistler, British Columbia,
to help raise funds for cancer research
in memory of Cody Bouchard who
passed away from cancer at age 19 in
February.
The cross-country odyssey began
September 1 with about 100 well-wishers dressed in yellow ‘I Ride 4 Cody – No
One Fights Alone!’ T-shirts cramming
onto Rue Sainte-Anne to show their
support for Shrier and his fundraising
initiative.
Cody’s father David Bouchard said
Shrier – who is a close family friend –
proposed the trip to raise money for
other cancer-stricken children in Cody’s
honour.
“My son was a cancer survivor. He
went through all his chemotherapy
treatments and was cancer-free. Five
weeks later he was diagnosed with cancer again. Cody never asked, ‘Why me?’
One month after he passed away we
found a note he had written to himself
– ‘What I’m going to do when I kick cancer’s ass again.’
Out of the 30 points listed in the
note, the one point that inspired the
fundraiser was Cody’s desire to help
other children and young adults afflicted with the disease by starting a
fund or foundation, said Bouchard.
“We took that and created the CMBFUND (Cody Michael Bouchard Fund) in
his honour to raise money to help other
cancer patients. We were able to turn

Nancy Fielding
REALTOR

ROYAL LEPAGE PERFORMANCE
REALTY BROKERAGE

613-678-8156

www.NancyFielding.com
nancyfielding@royallepage.ca
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it into this thanks to Jon Shrier and Jim
Beauchamp from Cunningham’s Pub
who was instrumental in getting all this
done,” said Bouchard.
“I’m so proud of my son. Unfortunately, he didn’t get to see it but we
made it happen for him because we
found that note. We are so proud of him
for what he did in his 19 years. He wanted to meet people and do everything to
keep his name living on forever.”
Vaudreuil-Soulanges
MP
Peter
Schiefke was also at the event to support the fundraising initiative. “I was
blown away by what Shrier is doing to
honour his friend and I wanted to be
here to support him not only because
it’s an incredible cause and I’m inspired
by what he’s doing, but also because
I’m a two-time cancer survivor myself,”
Schiefke said.
“Shrier is going to be riding across
the country to make sure that people
who are diagnosed with cancer are going to have a better shot at survival and
that’s incredibly important.”
To date, over $41,000 has been
raised.

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

Bottle and can drive raises over
$5,000 for La source d’entraide
in Saint-Lazare
John Jantak

The Journal

A refundable bottle and can drive
held May 16 by the IGA Déziel in SaintLazare to raise money for La source
d’entraide collected $5,118 which will
help the community organization continue to provide food for families in
need.
A steady stream of vehicles filled
with bags of empty cans and cases of
empty beer bottles snaked through the
parking lot on Chemin Sainte-Angélique
as volunteers unloaded the contents
and placed them into one of two large
containers
For the IGA Déziel, it was a way to
give back to the community in an effort
to ease the difficulty some families were
facing due to food shortages caused by
job losses because of COVID-19.
Saint-Lazare Mayor Robert Grimaudo (pictured right with District 6 Councillor Brian Trainor) was pleased with
the turnout. “All the money raised is
exclusively for this organization. The
community has come together and are
working together. The sense of belonging in Saint-Lazare is completely remarkable and outstanding.”
Continued on page 27
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HUDSON - SOLD
630 Main Road
As the world turns...630 Main
Road....welcoming the new owners to the best view in Hudson...
and a treasured Main Road
beauty.
Margaret Lagimodière
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#21466188

(450) 458-5365 Cell (514) 781-5611
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Walker

Patricia
Wright

RIGAUD MOUNTAIN - $490,000
Lovely 7.5 acres on top of
ch Marie-Louise ready to build your
private country getaway
w/mountain views. 5 minutes to
Hwy 40, 20 minutes to West Island,
Come & enjoy nature’s peace.

Helen Henshaw
(514) 703-8981
www.helenhenshaw.ca

TOLL FREE 1-866-734-4443
HUDSON - $295,000
71 Rue Cedar
Renovated single family bachelor
cottage on corner lot.
Perfect for weekend getaway or
“Pieds a Terre” Village location.
Rebecca Collett
QC (514) 757-5919
ONT (613) 677-4919

HUDSON - SOLD
118 Charleswood
Sold...in record time! A stunning
log home featuring charm..coziness and a beautiful back garden
and pool. Welcoming new neighbours to this friendly ‘hood.
Margaret Lagimodière

(450) 458-5365 Cell (514) 781-5611

ST-LAZARE - SOLD
2503 Stallion, Saddlebrook,
SOLD FOR LISTING PRICE
Patricia Wright
(514) 942-4092

#18067282

Maria
Potter

(450) 458-5365

SAINT-LAZARE - VENDU!
2556 Rue Pommel
17 offers!
Sold above asking price
Paul & Diane Laflamme
(514) 793-4514

#21963069

Margaret
Lagimodiere

35 RUE WHARF, HUDSON
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WWW.ROYALLEPAGEVILLAGE.COM
VILLAGEHUDSON@ROYALLEPAGE.CA

Paul
Laflamme

HUDSON- $1,599,000
Ideal location in protected
harbour, private yet central; solid
Stan Wilson stone 3 bdrm home
w/studio & 1 bdrm guest cottage
Helen Henshaw
(514) 703-8981
www.helenhenshaw.ca

VAUDREUIL DORION - $1,688,000
1601 Rue Daoust
Wonderful domain on a 25 acres
agricultural land with spectacular
views of the mountains. Superb
ancestral 1918 stone house of 3
stories. 5 bedrooms, 4+1 bathrooms

Tania Ellerbeck
(450) 458-5365
Cell (514) 793-7653

#21963069
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STORIES OF THE YEAR
by the MTQ. The closure was an inconvenience for motorists trying to access
the residential area north of Highway
40 and for those wishing to get to the
Château-Vaudreuil hotel just south of
the overpass.

AUGUST

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Reconstruction of the Chemin
des Chenaux overpass
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

Despite initial estimates given in 2018
that the closure could last for five years,
the Ministère des Transports informed
road users that the reconstruction work
on the Chemin des Chenaux overpass
above Highway 40 in Vaudreuil-Dorion
would begin August 17. The work, which
will continue until the summer of 2021,
is to be divided into several phases and
will mainly involve obstacles at night in
order to limit the impact on the road
network. Traffic will be maintained in
both directions on Highway 40 throughout the work.
The overpass was demolished overnight during the weekend of November
23 to 24, 2019. It was closed in September, 2018 after being deemed unsafe

planned organization of elementary
school kids into ‘bubbles’ within the
classroom, for example, was dropped in
favour of an approach where the class
as a whole was treated as a mask-free
bubble so long as students are in the
classroom.
In its current guidelines, the Quebec government states students in preschool and in Grades 1 to 4 of elementary school are not required to wear a face
covering. Students in Grades 5 and 6 and
secondary school students must wear
a face covering when moving outside
classrooms, in common areas and in the
presence of students who do not belong
to their class group.

SEPTEMBER
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Back to school during a
pandemic
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

“Welcome back from March Break,”
one school administrator wrote in a message to teachers, a humorously disarming but also pointed reminder that lots
of kids – various levels of engagement in
last spring’s remote learning efforts notwithstanding – have more or less been
out of ‘school mode’ since March.
Area schools began reiterating what
policies would be in order to make the
transition as smooth as possible. The

Vaudreuil-Dorion Mayor Guy
Pilon will seek another term
John Jantak

The Journal

While the next municipal elections
are only slated for early November
2021, Vaudreuil-Dorion Mayor Guy
Pilon announced his candidacy for reelection to another four year term to
dispel rumours speculating he will not
seek another mandate and retire from
municipal politics after his current term.
“People have come to me in the past
month and asked if I was coming back
because they heard things,” said Pilon.

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

“I want to make it clear that I’ll be back.
Things could change when it comes to
my health but if all goes well, I’ll be back
with a full team of eight candidates for
council. If I’m re-elected, this will be my
last mandate as mayor.”
The mayor said there are still many
challenges facing the city in the next
five years. “I don’t want to leave the
boat until everything is settled. There’s
the new city hall, library, and aquatic
centre. I want to make sure everything
is done. At that point, the new hospital
will be here officially and we’re working very hard right now to prepare the
infrastructure and configure the roads
around it.”
His career in Vaudreuil-Dorion municipal politics spans 22 years, having
first been elected as a city councillor in
1998. Pilon was elected mayor in 2005
and is currently into his fourth, fouryear term.
Continued on page 21

2020-2021 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
RECYCLING COLLECTION
THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

December 23rd, 2020

December 24th, 2020

Les Coteaux
Pointe-Fortune
Sainte-Justine-de-Newton
Très-Saint-Rédempteur

Coteau-du-Lac
L’Île-Cadieux
L’Île-Perrot
Rivière-Beaudette
Terrasse-Vaudreuil
Vaudreuil-sur-le-Lac

FRIDAY

December 25th, 2020

SATURDAY

MONDAY

December 28th, 2020

December 29th, 2020

Saint-Télesphore*
Saint-Zotique*

Notre-Dame-de-l’Île-Perrot
Pincourt
Rigaud

Hudson
Saint-Clet
Saint-Lazare
Sainte-Marthe
Saint-Polycarpe
Vaudreuil-Dorion
(Area 5)

NO COLLECTION
CHRISTMAS DAY

Les Cèdres*
Pointe-des-Cascades*

Vaudreuil-Dorion*
(Areas 1 to 4)

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

December 30th, 2020

December 31st, 2020

Les Coteaux
Pointe-Fortune
Sainte-Justine-de-Newton
Très-Saint-Rédempteur

Coteau-du-Lac
L’Île-Cadieux
L’Île-Perrot
Rivière-Beaudette
Terrasse-Vaudreuil
Vaudreuil-sur-le-Lac

FRIDAY

January 1st, 2021

NO COLLECTION
NEW YEAR’S DAY

SATURDAY

MONDAY

Disassemble and stack your boxes together and place them next to
your bin on the same day as the collection of recyclable materials.
20
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TUESDAY

January 2nd, 2021

January 4th, 2021

January 5th, 2021

Saint-Télesphore*
Saint-Zotique*

Notre-Dame-de-l’Île-Perrot
Pincourt
Rigaud

Hudson
Saint-Clet
Saint-Lazare
Sainte-Marthe
Saint-Polycarpe
Vaudreuil-Dorion
(Area 5)

Les Cèdres*
Pointe-des-Cascades*

Vaudreuil-Dorion*
(Areas 1 to 4)

Special cardboard collection from
January 4th to January 8th, 2021

TUESDAY

December 26th, 2020

* Municipality who has a change of recycling
collection day for the holidays

www.tricycle-mrcvs.ca
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Frontline workers banned
from bank
Nick Zacharias

The Journal
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When Lyda Gusman went to her
bank in February, she didn’t expect to
be turned away at the door. According
to Gusman, who works in the archives at
Lakeshore General Hospital, when she
tried to enter the Scotiabank branch on
Boulevard de la Gare in Vaudreuil-Dorion
she was denied entrance because an
employee feared her job meant she
could be a transmitter of COVID-19.
Said Gusman, “I couldn’t believe it.
They had someone at the door to screen
customers, to make sure they washed
their hands. But when I tried to go in, a
teller knew who I was and she started
shouting across the bank to not let me
in.”
Taken completely aback, Gusman left
the bank.
That was in the very early days of the
pandemic when many were struggling

to understand and adapt to the sudden
appearance of a frightening new virus.
As time went on things did not improve
for Gusman, or her partner Éric Bourguet, who also works at the Lakeshore in
the Intensive Care Unit.
“We tried to go back, because you
can’t do everything with the bank online. The last time was in June, and still
they wouldn’t let us in and told us it was
because we work at the hospital.” Gusman asked to speak to the manager to
ask how she could be treated that way
and if they really wanted to force her to
take her business elsewhere. “But the
manager was away, and the replacement manager just told me ‘Don’t come
back here.’”
Gusman took her complaint to Scotiabank’s head office in Toronto. “They told
me they would look into it,” she said. In
the meantime, she began using the next
closest branch in Pincourt, even though
it’s far from her Vaudreuil-Dorion home.
“Last week finally the head office
called me back,” said Gusman, “but they
told me they didn’t have any resolution
yet at that branch. They asked where I
was banking now, and when I told them
I’ve been going to the branch in Pincourt, they told me, ‘I’m sorry for your
experience, but maybe it’s best if you
just keep going to the other branch.’”
Scotiabank’s media contact office told
The Journal they cannot comment on
individual customer experiences due to
privacy concerns, but sent an email saying, “In appreciation of the courageous

H

efforts of our frontline healthcare workers, Scotiabank offers physicians, nurses,
paramedics and other healthcare personnel priority line service through our
contact centre, to support their banking
needs and ensure they receive the dedicated and timely service they deserve.”
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Fishing trip turned fiery rescue
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

In a dramatic aquatic rescue, Hudson
resident Allan Potvin pulled a stranger
from almost certain death in the cold
waters of the Lake of Two Mountains
September 15. The stranger, who was
sailing with another man when their
boat went up in flames, had gone into
the water leaving the unsalvageable
craft behind as it burned out of control.
“I was just out fishing when I saw
the smoke,” said Potvin, “I wasn’t even
sure if it was on land or on the water.”
When he arrived at the scene not far

from the Île aux Tourtes Bridge, he saw
immediately it was serious. The sailboat
was completely engulfed and he spotted
two men in the water who had clearly
jumped overboard to escape the flames.
“There was one guy floating safely
about 30 feet away from the fire and I
could see he was staying above water.
But there was an older gentleman, just
a few feet away, almost right under the
burning boat,” said Potvin. “He was in a
lot of trouble.”
Without a lifejacket on, the man had
resorted to clinging to a boat bumper
tied to a rope to stay afloat. “He was
obviously in shock. His head kept going
under, and when I tried to reach him he
couldn’t even get a hold on the bumper
anymore, he was just gripping the slack
on the rope and sinking.”
Potvin had to maneuver his boat
around and make a couple of attempts
to get at the victim. Bruising himself
quite badly in the process, Potvin managed to pull the man from beneath the
surface, relieved to see that he was still
breathing.
I grabbed his chest and heaved him
up a bit, told him to catch his breath, I’ll
hold on. He was gasping, coughing … I
could feel his heart racing.”
Without the strength to haul the man
single-handedly over the high edge of
his boat, Potvin had to settle for holding
his head above water and making sure
he could breathe while they waited for
more help to arrive.
Continued on page 22

R HUDSON RESIDENCES
52 Lower Maple, Hudson

3 ½ starting at $1,425

CALL NOW!

4 ½ starting at $1,700
FEATURES :
• Rental apartments for
independent Seniors
• All 5 appliances included
• Elevator
• Indoor parking

25% already reserved!

•
•
•
•
•
•

9’ ceilings
Quartz counters
Mural A/C
WiFi included
Common room
Close to all amenities
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Said Potvin, “A couple of guys came
up in a red inflatable boat. By then he
was breathing better and he thanked me
profusely, saying he would have died. I
told him I was glad he didn’t!”
After this story went to press, the rescued man emailed The Journal to get Mr.
Potvin’s contact info in order to thank
him in person.

OCTOBER
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Parts of Vaudreuil-Soulanges fall
into COVID-19 ‘red-zone’
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

Despite the misgivings of VaudreuilDorion Mayor Guy Pilon and the letter
he had previously sent to Health and
Social Services Minister Christian Dubé,
his city will maintain its status as being
part of the Communauté métropolitaine
de Montréal (CMM). The letter was sent
just prior to the province declaring Montreal and the CMM as being in a red zone
due to the rise in COVID-19 infections.

STORIES OF THE YEAR

An overlap in zones means 11 cities
in the MRC Vaudreuil-Soulanges are part
of the CMM. While the majority of the
Montérégie is currently zoned orange,
the CMM is zoned red with the bulk of
the cases, 40 per cent, being recorded in
Longueuil.
In an online press conference Montérégie Public Health Director Dr. Julie
Loslier (pictured) gave an update on the
situation in the region and answered
questions from area journalists concerning the recent red-zoning of parts of the
Montérégie.
Mayor Pilon noted that the Montérégie covers a large and diverse geographic region that includes areas that have
broad territorial differences.
“The choice of including some territories in the CMM is a difficult one,”
Loslier said. “When you look at small territories, a small number of (virus) cases
can rapidly change their zone to yellow
or orange. As we saw in the first wave,
it’s hard to predict how infections will
progress and what the issues will be.”
When asked about the economic
ramifications of the zoning compared
to other towns with higher numbers of
virus cases who kept their commercial
establishments open, Loslier reiterated
there was no perfect way to draw the
area maps. “We have to go with what
makes more sense and globally, the rates
in the CMM are higher than outside, and
there are exceptions everywhere.”

Death of Michel Perrier

The Town of
Pincourt’s former
General Manager
Michel
Perrier
passed away on
the evening of October 21.
Mr. Perrier began working for
PHOTO COURTESY VILLE
the town in 1997,
DE PINCOURT
first as a municipal
councillor and eventually as the General
Manager, leaving his mark on the development of the town on many levels during his 23 years of service.
Respected by his colleagues, he will
be remembered as a passionate and
dedicated man with many projects in
mind. His vast knowledge made him the
backbone of his team.

NOVEMBER
Parts of Mont Rigaud zoned
for development
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

Saint-Lazare resident and environmentalist David Hill launched a petition
on Change.org in hopes of stopping the
building of a house and preventing all
further deforestation on Mont Rigaud
following the discovery of new construction of a large single-family home on the

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

‘second summit.’
“I support Mr. Hill’s petition,” said
Rigaud Mayor Hans Gruenwald, “because we need to protect Rigaud Mountain. But what we have done in this case
(allowing building there) is an important
issue toward protecting the mountain.”
Gruenwald maintains that the homeowner is currently contributing more to
the mountain’s conservation than anyone else. “He’s conserving lots of property at the same time that he’s building
(his home). He’s putting property into
the Fiducie (Fiducie de conservation du
patrimoine naturel de Rigaud) to protect it. Once land is in the trust, it cannot come out and nothing can be done
with it.”
“This whole thing is around one
house. Not many houses.” Gruenwald
maintains the mission of conservation of
Rigaud Mountain is intact.
Representatives from the provincial
Ministry of the Environment, the Vaudreuil-Soulanges MRC, and the Ville de
Rigaud all met on the property and concluded everything is being done within
the established guidelines.
Continued on page 23

For

ECORESPONSIBLE
HOLIDAYS
Vaudreuil-Dorion

Rigaud

Saint-Zotique

Pincourt

A few accepted materials at the Ecocentre Network :

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

(Figures of Santa Claus, snowmen,
etc., Christmas wreaths or other light
decorations are NOT accepted)

CARBOARD
(folded boxes)

The ecocentres will be
closed on December 25th
and 26th, 2020 and on
January 1st and 2nd,
2021.
To consult the list of
accepted materials or for
more information, visit
www.tricycle-mrcvs.ca or
call the Ecocentre Info-line
at 450 455-5434.

ELECTRONICS

(TVs / DVD, CD or video or audio
players/ radios / computers and
printers / etc.)
6
PS

POLYSTYRENE
styrofoam and plastic #

6

COLLECTION OF
RECYCLABLES
Printed matter, containers
and packages of paper,
cardboard, glass, metal
and plastic (including
tissue paper, non-metallic
wrapping paper, toy
boxes, etc.).
1

2

3

4

5

7

PS

(food containers, packaging or construction)
www.tricycle-mrcvs.ca
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“The property owner met all the obligations to obtain a permit. Legally, I
couldn’t refuse it.
“If I don’t want somebody to build on
a piece of property, I’ll buy it. But as long
as somebody else owns it, that ‘somebody else’ also has legal rights.”
“There is a massive lack of transparency,” contends Hill. “The whole timing
of this during COVID-19, at the very least
they could have passed a motion saying,
‘This is not a good time to proceed with
this dossier, we will resume at a time
when our citizenry can participate in the
democratic process.’ I think that’s reasonable.”
Gruenwald said there are ongoing
talks with the provincial government for
additional preservation funding as the
town does not want to expropriate existing properties for conservation purposes
after the residents have paid taxes for decades.
“We want negotiations where people
will sell their property to put into this
conservation project.” He said the town
has already spent close to $1 million to
conserve some properties but needs
to raise an additional $13 million. Two
floods, a change in provincial governance, and a global pandemic have all
taken precedence over talks of protecting
the mountain.
“I get that no official rules were broken,” said Hill. “But I’m of the mind that
just because somebody has the money
and has the resources and says, ‘I’m going
ahead with this’ it doesn’t make it right.”
As of press time, the petition has over

STORIES OF THE YEAR

12,000 signatures.
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Islamic cultural centre update
John Jantak

The Journal

Plans by the city’s Islamic cultural centre to relocate from its current premises
on Harwood Blvd. to the former Sunny’s
Bar and Restaurant at the northeast corner of St. Antoine and Rue Chicoine were
scrapped as announced November 2.
The cancellation of the project came
almost one month after the city opened a
registry to determine whether a referendum would be held on the issue. A minimum of 59 signatures were required for a
referendum to proceed but 157 area residents who opposed the project signed
the registry. The decision not to proceed
with the project means a referendum will
not be held.
Representatives from the centre will
continue to look at other possible venues
for a new location. “I still feel this spot
was the best choice for the new cultural
centre,” said Mayor Guy Pilon.

Pincourt announces it will save
Rousseau Forest
John Jantak

The Journal

Pincourt Mayor Yvan Cardinal announced the town will proceed with
plans to save Rousseau Forest – the news
coming one day after a month-long, mailin public consultation process was held
to get feedback from residents regarding
plans to preserve the woodland.
Cardinal said 524 people voted against
preserving the forest, less than the 1,084
votes needed to hold a town-wide referendum that would have determined
the fate of the woodlands. “The public
consultation process is now finished,” he
said. “The good news is that the people
of Pincourt have voted to save Rousseau
Forest.”
The next step for the town is to continue negotiations with the various owners to purchase all the remaining lots that
are owned by private entities. “We’ll take
all the time we need to come to an agreement with all the owners. We’re happy to
have heard from the citizens about this
issue,” said Cardinal.

The local environmental group spokesperson for Pincourt Vert, Shelagh McNally, and other members welcomed the
news. Pincourt Vert has been vigorously
campaigning to preserve one of the last
remaining green spaces in the town from
development for the past three years.
“We’re elated,” said McNally. “This is a
fantastic way to move forward. We’re so
happy that almost everybody in Pincourt
feels the same way by recognizing how
important our forests are. We really want
to applaud council for having the courage and the foresight to look towards the
future and taking on a new way of doing
things.”
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Hudson’s Wyman Church building
sold to Sikh congregation
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

While the parties involved have been
tight-lipped about the sale of Hudson’s
Wyman Church, a posting on Wyman’s
website made October 29 confirmed the
sale of the church and property to a Sikh
congregation.
Continued on page 24
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Home and Estate
MOVIE REVIEW
MATT MILLER

Movies You Might Have Missed
Title: Carol (2015)
Directed by: Todd Haynes
Genre: Romantic Drama
Available on: Amazon Prime (Stream)
Brief Synopsis: During Christmas in 1950s
Manhattan, a young department store clerk
falls in love with an older, glamorous woman.
Scores: 94% Rotten Tomatoes, 7.2 IMDb
Review:
In case you haven’t heard yet, this holiday season will be a lot different than most. If you are feeling a large, overwhelming feeling of
isolation, loneliness and despair, you are not alone. Holiday film favourites that are usually a staple of the season have begun to feel out
of touch, perhaps even mockingly so this December. For as much as I
love Christmas Vacation (it’s not the holidays until I see Chevy Chase
hanging from a roof), the huge stress of having too much family over
is sounding like a welcome problem at this point. With this in mind, it
feels appropriate to turn inwards, and to take a look at the ‘adjacent
Christmas’ film; a movie that has the holidays in the background, but
never focuses on it too long, yet often proves vital to the story. The
2015 film Carol is just that, focusing on two individuals in 1952 experiencing a worse Christmas than 2020 could throw at us.
Carol seems, at first glance, to be pure Oscar-Bait, a label that
was often thrown around yet not deserved. Oscar-Bait, for those unaware, is an often pretentious film that is seemingly made entirely
for the award season; attempting to recoup its cost not on merit but
instead from Academy Award buzz. Carol hits all the boxes. Period
piece? Check. Beautifully costumed? Absolutely. Heavyweight actors? Cate Blanchett. In fact, Carol snuggled in a little too closely with
this label. No studio funded more of these Oscar-Bait projects than
The Weinstein Company, and Carol was one of their final major projects before Harvey Weinstein’s horrific sexual abuse stories began to
surface. All this added up six Oscar nominations yet a disappointing
zero wins. It seems that even the Academy thought it was all too
much. A period piece romantic drama centred on a lesbian couple in
the conservative 1950s? Been there, seen that. Much like they did to
Brokeback Mountain a decade ago, the final statue passed them by
without even a nomination.
More disappointing than Carol’s failure to rack up awards is that it
will presumably be a while until we hear from director Todd Haynes
again. Ever since he burst onto the scene with Velvet Goldmine in
1998, Hayes has only made four additional films – including the
masterpiece Far from Heaven in 2002 (a companion piece of sorts
to Carol). Haynes is a bit of a throwback, as he specializes in the family melodrama genre, which was popular in the 1950s, and is reminiscent of past filmmakers like Douglas Sirk and Nicholas Ray (think
Rebel Without a Cause). Haynes uses this time period and style to
capture the drama, yet also tackle themes through a more modern
lens of inequality, alienation, and repressed sexuality. In Carol we see
two women fully assured of who they are as people, yet in no position to make any choices freely. Therese (Rooney Mara) is an aspiring photographer working at a
Manhattan department store
during Christmas. She meets
the incredibly glamorous Carol
Aird (Cate Blanchett), who is
shopping for her daughter.
Their first meeting crackles
with chemistry, to a point that
when Carol leaves her gloves
behind with her address, there
is no confusing the message.
As their relationship grows
over the coming weeks, a
crossroads emerges. Carol is
divorcing her husband and
wants to keep partial custody
of her daughter.
Continued on page 29
PHOTO COURTESY IMDB.COM
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The website posting, made by Rev.
Kent Chown, said that after a year of being on the market and following months
of negotiations, the church sold for
$900,000 – less than they were hoping
for but significantly more than other offers they’d received.
“Your Council is pleased to tell you that
the exterior of the building will be maintained,” continues the posting. “Further,
the Council is very happy to share with
you that the building will continue to be
used by a community of faith as the buyer is a Sikh congregation.” Chown highlighted the common values of the two
religions including equality, peace, justice
and one God (monotheism).
The posting closes with Chown’s remarks addressing and dispelling the rumours that the building would become
a mosque. “There has apparently been
some negative reaction in the community to this, which may be construed as
Islamophobia,” he wrote. “We should be
clear that our church leadership would
have equally considered a sale to a Muslim group… Let us remember that we are
called to love our neighbours - those similar to us, and those who are different!”

PHOTO BY LAUREN MITCHELL

bate on how to best address the rush hour
traffic flow that clogs the Saint-Lazare intersection of Bédard Avenue and Chemin
Saint-Louis, traffic lights have finally been
installed.
The lights are intended to ease the
traffic congestion that normally occurs
each weekday during the morning and
afternoon rush hours, said Mayor Robert
Grimaudo.
“Council made a decision based on
the budget that was allotted and I hope
this helps to alleviate the congestion that
comes off the highway,” said Grimaudo.
The sensors on the traffic lights will indicate the number of vehicles that are at
the intersection and switch according to
the flow of traffic and backlog of cars during each sequence.
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Fishermen still missing
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Two young men from Mascouche who
have been the focus of a massive search
effort on the Lake of Two Mountains
starting mid-November have yet to be
found. The avid fishermen are identified
as Dylan Auger and Antoine Paquin, both
in their early 20s. They went out on the
cold water of the Ottawa River in the area
of Saint-Placide (west of Oka) Saturday,
November 14, and were reported missing
by their families when they did not return
home the same evening.
Pleas went out on social media for
assistance in locating the two missing
men, whose small boat was found floating, half-submerged and unoccupied. The
search has involved many civilians, as well
as the Canadian Coast Guard, the Sûreté
du Québec and responders from Hudson,
Rigaud and Oka.
“We had guys out searching all night
Saturday until about 3 o’clock in the
morning,” said Daniel Leblanc of the Hudson Fire Department, “and we resumed
Sunday at 7 a.m.” Hudson’s crew was part
of the co-ordinated effort, turning up
some floating debris that appeared to be
from the capsized boat.
To date, the young men have not yet
been found.

DECEMBER
Saint-Lazare installs traffic
lights at Chemin Saint-Louis and
Bédard Avenue
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Chez Maurice up for sale
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

A Saint-Lazare landmark building is up
for sale after being the go-to place for
live music for 40 years. Bar Chez Maurice
located at the corner of Chemin SainteAngélique and Bédard Avenue, has been
put on the market for the asking price of
$4.68 million.
“It’s for the same reason as every other business that’s for sale,” said current
co-owner and District 5 Councillor Richard Chartrand. “We’ve been closed for almost a year. We were thinking we would
open in the springtime or the summer, or
maybe the autumn, but we don’t know.
Every time I think the situation is better,
it’s worse than what I thought.”
Though Chartrand, who owns the twostorey locale with his brother, said his first
priority was to reopen, it’s costing roughly
$15,000 a month to maintain the empty
building. And though more government
financial aid is currently available to bar
owners, the decision has been made and
the contracts with the real estate agent
have been signed.
The building has been in the Chartrand
family since 1938 and is named for Chartrand’s father Maurice.

No help for Maison des
Anges Blancs
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

The Journal

A small, private seniors’ residence in
Rigaud called Maison des Anges Blancs
has been ordered to cease operations,

Following years of discussion and de-

Continued on page 27
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forcing residents and their families to
scramble for new accommodations right
before the holidays. Owner Brenda Samson says it’s been impossible to meet
CISSS requirements; the issues at stake
are a certification she has but needs to
update, and upgrades for some exterior doors. Both have proven difficult to
address during the pandemic. Samson
says she is on a waiting list for the certification but has no start date due to

COVID-19.
Despite a petition started by Rigaud
resident Joanne Ward containing over
600 signatures asking Soulanges MNA
Marilyne Picard and the CISSS to consider the wishes and wellbeing of the
residents and to avoid dangerous disruptions in their lives, and grant Samson
more time to get her renovations and recertification completed, there has been
no change of heart.
One fully autonomous resident plans
to stay on as a private boarder after the
deadline. Because he doesn’t need help
like the others, Samson says they’ve received approval from a social worker at
the CLSC to continue with their current
arrangement. The question is how long
she can survive forced down to one resident in a home that can accommodate
nine.

Fundraising
Continued from page 18
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Swim-a-thon for COVID-19
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

Staff and members at the Hudson
Yacht Club (HYC) pool in Hudson decided to give back and help in the ongoing
struggle against the pandemic by hosting a swim-a-thon to raise money for
the COVID-19 fund at the Jewish General Hospital who are on the front line
of testing and treatment in Montreal, an
area much harder hit by the virus than
remote Hudson.
The setup was to divide the pool into
two large lanes, one for lifeguards and
one for members, the challenge being to
see which side could complete the most
laps of the pool during a marathon noon
to midnight swim in August. Eleven lifeguards and about 50 members, the vast
majority of them juniors, dove head-first
into the challenge and donated generously at the same time.
In total, the members swam 1,420
laps of the pool and the staff pulled just
ahead with an impressive 1,453 laps –
quite a feat for the 11 lifeguards who
took the plunge. In the end though, it
wasn’t so much about the competition
as it was about camaraderie and raising
money to fill an urgent need.
By the numbers, staff and members
together swam 71,825 metres, or roughly 72 kilometres.
Through all of those strokes they
managed to raise close to $1,100 that
was donated to the Montreal Jewish
General Hospital COVID-19 fund.

Annual firefighters’ auction
takes a different platform this
year
Carmen Marie Fabio

The Journal

In what would have been Hudson’s
49th annual Firemen’s Charity Auction,
organizers opted not to cancel the event
but to revert to an online donation platform in recognition of the many families
who rely on the Firemen’s Christmas
Baskets to get through the holiday season.
Organizers from Royal LePage Village Real Estate Hudson/Saint-Lazare
appealed to readers to help them reach
their goal this year for the worthy cause.
“What they get is not just a Christmas
Dinner,” said co-organizer Tania Ellerbeck. “They get four or five boxes each
including food for the month, gifts for
the kids, even pet food if the family has
a dog.”
As reported in The Journal last year,
the auction raised over $17,000 and
while a wide variety of donated items
from local restaurants and retailers were
up for bid, the usual hot commodity was
the auctioning off of four hours of firefighters’ time to do ‘anything legal’ for
the winning bidders.
Many community organizations this
year have felt a distinctive decrease in
funding along with a greater demand for
help as people grapple with unemployment due to the pandemic outbreak.
“Every little bit helps, this year especially,” said Ellerbeck. “It’s a tough year.”
Despite the pandemic, donors answered the call. This year’s fundraiser
brought in over $25,000, a substantial
increase over last year’s $17,000 total.

Up for adoption
George, a 4 ½-year-old male Catahoula mix, is a hard-working dog who needs
lots of exercise and mental stimulation.
A home with a large, fenced property
would be the icing on the cake, and he
would gladly keep it free of squirrels. He
also needs outings and walks. George
spent his whole life with one family, but
circumstances forced them to make the
difficult decision to help him find a new
home. He is good with other dogs if introduced properly, but not with cats. He
is quite vocal, so besides needing space,
apartments and condos aren’t for him.
His new guardian might have to remind
him that his paws should remain on the
ground when greeting people. Although
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George is an outdoorsy, active dog, he
is also very affectionate and requires
cuddle time every day. If you think this
handsome fellow sounds like the ideal
addition to your family, fill out the form
and ask for George.
For more information on George or
any of the other dogs available for adoption, go to www.animatch.ca.

Up for adoption
Hope is 12 years old and very affectionate. She is tiny and has a sweet
face which matches her character. She
was dumped at a pound, sick and frail,
and had given up. She is now a CASCA
Hudson kitty and visibly grateful that
somebody cared and saved her. She has
bloomed since she’s been with us and
has become a real joy to be with. The
wonderful lady who takes care of her
now says, “It’s easy to give her her shots
as she collaborates fully. It’s almost she
know it’s for her own good.”
All she wants to do is be cuddled or
sleep in her human mom’s lap. She is
good with other felines and calm with
dogs as long as they respect her bubble.
Hope has diabetes and needs 2 x 2ml of
insulin shots per day as well as special

PHOTO COURTESY CASCA

food like the lowest in carbs available for
her to be regulated. Cost per month for
Insulin and food varies between $100
and $150.
We know there is somebody out there
who can offer her many more years of a
perfect life which she deserves.
For more information on Hope,
please contact annebochnig@yahoo.ca
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Pets of Vaudreuil-Soulanges

PHOTO BY FRÉDÉRICK CECCHINI

Welcome to our feature showcasing and celebrating the many companion animals we
have in our region.
Meet Kaïa, a four-month-old Pomeranian/Chihuahua mix, held here by her owner
Keri Underdown of Vaudreuil-Dorion. Kaïa loves to tackle her bigger sister Luna to the
ground, but barks if she can’t reach her from her perch on top of the sofa! She’s been
living happily with her new family for one month.
If you’d like us to feature your pet in our weekly section – dog, cat, rabbit, horse, lizard,
possum (possum?) etc., send us a photo of you and your pet together, along with a short
description, to editor@yourlocaljournal.ca.
Tuesday, December 22, 2020
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CLASSIFIEDS
SECTIONS
100- For Sale
125- For Rent
150- Services

175- Wanted
200- Careers/Employment
225- Financial Services

View, submit & pay your ad before 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
online at www.yourlocaljournal.ca or e-mail: classifieds@yourlocaljournal.ca

450 510-4007

250- Real Estate Sale
275- Garage/Moving Sale
300- Miscellaneous

325- Autos for Sale
$24.95 until it sells (max. 3 months)

350- Legal

1 week $15
2 weeks $20
3 weeks $25

100 – FOR SALE

150 - SERVICES

150 - SERVICES

175 - WANTED

Google Nest Hub, brand new, never
opened. View and control connected
devices from a single dashboard. Simply
use your voice to watch YouTube and play
songs from YouTube Music. $50. Text 438491-0133. See www.yourlocaljournal.ca/
visual-classifieds.

“MAN WITH A VAN” MOVING. Whole
house. Small moves, too! Quebec/Local/
Ontario. Experienced/Equipped. Please
leave a message 514-605-3868 MIKE THE
MOVING MAN.

ASPIRATEURS HUDSON VACUUM. Canister and Central Vacuum Cleaners. Sales
and repair all brands. SEBO Vacuum Cleaner, 10 year warranty $398. (Electrolux, Filter Queen, Kenmore and uprights; other
brands available, $75 and up). New Central Vac with bag, hose, accessories $579
and up. Repair and service central vacuum
systems. Parts and bags (all makes). Biodegradable cleaning supplies. Toilet paper 500 sheets per roll, $37.95/48 rolls
per case. Sharpening scissors, knives and
gardening tools. 67 McNaughten, Hudson,
Quebec 450-458-7488

A Military Collector looking for medals, flags, swords, uniforms, documents,
helmets, hats, all related war memorabilia
WWI, WWII, Canadian/German or others.
Antiques, collectibles, aviation, nautical,
coins, badges, maps, signs. Please contact
Patrick 450-458-4319, patrick148@ca.inter.
net, 2760A Côte St-Charles, St-Lazare, Reni
Decors (210211)

Five large beveled mirrors. Two measuring
19.5” by 40” and three measuring 21” by 45”.
$100 for everything. Pick up. Text 514-3463234.
MUST GO A.S.A.P. Solid wood, white with
gold trimming bedroom set. Includes a tall
LD!
dresser (20.5”x60.5”x40.5”), chestOdresser
S
(64”x 30.5”x 20.5”), mirrorE(34”x42”x1.5”)
D
IFI 25”x 17.5”). All
and 2 side tables (28.5”x
S
S
doors are press
to open. Lightly used in
CLA
L
great condition!
Perfect for nursery or
A
U
ISbedroom set. $400. Message Keri
first
V
at 514-242-2034. See photos at www.
yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds
Canadel solid wood dining rooms set with
6 chairs. LIKE NEW. Table has an integrate leaf
allowing you to expand the table to sit 10.
$1,500. 514-754-9726. See visual classified ad
at www.yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds
Large dog cage. Measures 29.5” wide
X 48” long X 33” high. Dog not included.
$100. Please call 514-425-5965 and leave
a message. See photo at www.yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds

125 - FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT.
Six spacious offices, reception area,
kitchenette and powder room.
Offices are on the second floor of the
Hudson Shopping Centre.
Available November 1, 2020.
$2,000/month.
Call Marcel Leduc
(514)602-4313
Box stall available for horse. Daily turnout.
Private stable. Dorothy 450-424-6181 (201222)

APPLE MAC SUPPORT
since 1983
Variable Rates
Initial Hour Free
** Preventive Maintenance **
Upgrades
Troubleshooting
System Analysis & Advice
A Local Review:
cloudbyteconsulting.com/review.html

Dry Firewood. Stacking and kindling available. Very reasonable. Dan: 514-291-1068

terry@cloudbyteconsulting.com
450-853-0534
Tree cutting & removal, limbing, pruning,
branch trimming, brush clearing, stump
grinding, hedges & shrubs, branch removal &
chipping. Sean. 514-991-9674 (201222)
Serge Guindon Inc.
Excavation and Levelling
514-269-8281
Registered Gun Smith. We buy new and
used guns, restricted and non-restricted. 514-453-5018
¿Moving? All jobs. Reliable, reasonable,
fully equipped. Local and Ontario, Maritimes, USA. 35 yrs experience. Call Bill or Ryan
514-457-2063.
SINGING LESSONS. Private or SemiPrivate. In my home (St-Lazare). Sing the
songs you love! Call Morgan. 514-6071308 References available.
Piano Lanco - Experienced local piano
technicians offering quality tunings and skillful repairs. Improve the sound and touch of
your piano with hammer voicing and action
regulation. info@pianolanco.com 514-7707438

$ Buy car for scrap. Running or not, 24/7.
www.scrapvehicule.com Call 514-715-7845

200 – CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT
Great house Minn cleaning services, a
well-established cleaning company in Pincourt is seeking a part-time cleaner for 10
hours per week. Please contact Deneise at
(514)865-1973.

In Memoriam

J. David Pfeiffer
Oct 30, 1931 - Dec 14, 2020
J. David Pfeiffer died peacefully at the residence of his
daughter Laura, who lovingly cared for him for the last
two years. His is a soul that knows no limits. Whatever he
thought he could do, he could do, from a very young age.
He was a genius, an inventor, a professor of mechanical
engineering at McGill University for 24 years. He was an
entrepreneur and a dreamer. He was an artist, a musician, and
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
KARAVOLAS BOILY & TRIMARCHI
CPA INC.

DENTISTS
Dr. Don Littner, Dr. Morty Baker
& Dr. Natalie Liu

Taxes and Accounting
438 Main Road, Hudson
Tel : 450-458-0406

New patients welcome
472 Main Rd., Suite I, Hudson
450.458.5334

ARCHITECT

HOME CARE NURSING

Chloe Hutchison

Nova Hudson

ACCOUNTANTS

Architect, PA LEED™

chutchison@live.ca • 514-806-8952
BOOKKEEPING

Bryan Todd, B. Comm (Acct.)

Nursing care, palliative care, cancer care,
foot care, family support,
volunteer services and adult day centre.
465 Main Rd, Hudson, Suite 202
(450) 458-5727

Business and Personal Accounting Services,
Tax Preparations & Filings Ph. (514) 730-5966

INVESTMENT ADVISOR

IMMIGRATION

Associate Investment Advisor
Quenneville Walsh Private
Wealth Management / Raymond James Ltd.
450-202-0999
mark.quenneville@raymondjames.ca

Brazolot Migration Group
450 Rue Main, Hudson, QC
(450) 458-2186
info@brazolotgroup.com

Mark Quenneville

LIFE COACH

Caroline Courey
Life Coach

caroline.courey@gmail.com
450-853-0616
www.courey.com
International Coach Federation ICF

ORTHODONTISTS
Dr. Amy Archambault
Dr. Paul Morton

Your Local Specialists in Orthodontics
3206, boul. de la Gare, Suite 160
Vaudreuil-Dorion (450 )218-1892

PSYCHOLOGIST

drs. Martina Kleine-Beck

Maison des Anges Blancs

Home for autonomous only seniors
in Rigaud.
Home cooked meals, wheelchair accessible
Family atmosphere in a country setting

Contact: Brenda (450) 451-5100
514-910-3615

Psychologist
514.265.1386
martinakb _ 58@ hotmail.com

JOIN THE PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Contact us today 450-510-4007 • admin@yourlocaljournal.ca
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Movie

Continued from page 24
While her husband initially seems
kind and understanding, he is not
above blackmailing Carol, threatening
to ‘expose’ her sexuality and exercising a ‘morality clause’ against her that
would grant him full custody. Therese
is also facing a decision. Her boyfriend,
Richard, is pushing for marriage yet she
resists. Richard, like Carol’s husband, is
also seemingly amenable, yet holds all of
Therese’s potential security and future
in his hands. Without a husband, her
potential is limited – and Richard knows
this. While most people would be working hard to be around their family during
the holidays, Therese and Carol flee on
a road trip, pursuing personal freedom
in isolation. Yet how long can they keep
ahead of their reality?

What makes Carol a welcome change
from other films that tackle these issues is that it does not fall into worrying
tropes. They avoid the ‘Bury Your Gays’
trope, which often sees LGBTQ+ characters dying, often overdramatically. They
also avoid the character’s moral questioning of their sexuality, something that
can often plague the first act. Instead,
Therese and Carol are just characters
who just… are. They exist as people, as
individuals. Their attraction for each other is not the only relevant thing of the
film or their personality; it is just a part.
Yet they still struggle in everything they
do over that one section of their character. It is a sobering thought to watch
a film like this and realize how many
people had to (and still do) live part of
their lives in secret. How many people
suffer the same loneliness and sadness
each holiday, not being able to live their
true lives? It suddenly puts my Christmas
funk into perspective.

HERE’S MY CARD

CLEANING SERVICE

COMPUTERS

GREAT-HOUSE MINN
CLEANING COMPANY
Services: • Residential • Commercial
• Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
• Eco-friendly products
CLEANING
SERVICE
• Spring/fall window cleaning
WWW.GREAT-HOUSEMINN.CA
514-865-1973 • greathousemin@gmail.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

MANAGEMENT SERVICES

DO YOU NEED HELP
AROUND THE HOUSE?

Quality Handyman Service • 450-458-5623
HudsonHomeRepairsMaintenance@gmail.com

MOVING

• PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
• ELDERCARE ASSISTANCE
• BUSINESS MEETING
MANAGEMENT
736 Main Road, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0
Tel: (450) 458-7316 Fax: (450) 458-4763
e-mail: froyle@frank-royle.com
www.frank-royle.com

TREE SERVICE

TREES AND BEYOND

TREE SERVICE

Tree removal and trimming
Stump removal • Chipping
60 ft. bucket truck service
Firewood • Fully insured

PAINTING

WWW.TREESANDBEYOND.CA

514-802-2824

VENTILATION

J.S. Maintenance
Is your ventilation system
in need of cleaning?

TALK TO THE EXPERTS!

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

• Six spacious offices,
• reception area,
• kitchenette and powder room.
• Offices are on the second floor of the

Also Carpet, Window & High-Pressure
Cleaning and Water Damage Clean-Up

VACUUM CLEANERS

Fax: (450) 424-1055 Tel:(450) 458-3022

Aspirateurs Valleyfield

info@jsmaintenance.net www.jsmaintenance.net

Marco Lapierre - Owner
Sales • Service • Repairs • Bags • Filters

111 Grande-Île, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield QC

There is room for
your card

www.aspirateursvalleyfield.com

450-377-0577 • 1-877-377-0577 (Toll Free)

Call us (450) 510-4007

Green Christmas

Hudson Shopping Centre.
Available November 1st
$2,000/month

Call Marcel Leduc
(514)602-4313

PHOTO BY JOHN JANTAK

The Société québécoise du cannabis (SQDC) has officially opened at the Le Faubourg de
l’Île shopping mall in Pincourt. Apart from the outlet in Valleyfield on Boulevard Monseigneur-Langlois, another SQDC store is set to open in neighbouring Vaudreuil-Dorion on
Chemin Dumberry, near the Costco outlet.
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Pawsitively purrfect pets
Crossword and Sudoku
NEW CROSSWORD PROVIDER

"Trade Association" by Mark McClain
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More chances to win!

Our Photo of the Week contest culminates every December
with our ‘Photo of the Year’ winner chosen by one of our
sponsors. This year, there are more chances to win! The top
prize will be $200, second place will be $100 and third place
$50 for photos taken by our readers.
Have your cameras and phones ready to capture flora, fauna,
artistry, and architecture. Every photo printed in the paper has
a chance at winning the top prize! Send your entries to
editor@yourlocaljournal.ca.

1

60

T

Tuesday, December 22, 2020

65

kaliakid.com

R P E N

VISIT US ONLINE

C A

Kalia Kid is a way to make life easier and to
encourage efficient and sensible shopping as well
as giving back to our community.

64

BUY affordable kids clothing!
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35. Skin cream ingredient
36. Specialized market
37. "__ life!"
38. Family girl
39. Frequently injured leg part:
Abbr.
40. Me, in Marseilles
41. Enjoying a furlough
44. Elegant
45. Make a boo-boo
46. Brief title for Tim Kaine
48. Noisy ruckus
49. Chef Lagasse
50. Scold, mother dog style
51. Cleveland's lake
53. Late comic Anne (Ben
Stiller's mom)
57. It may go with a ltr.
58. Org. with Cubs and Eagles
59. PC hookup
60. Cornfield bird call
61. Caribbean liquor
62. "__ haw!"

B L A M

3. Foreboding
4. Art __ (early 20th century
style)
5. Peak that can be seen from
Iran and Armenia
6. Spanish explorer Hernando
__
7. Bucky Beaver's toothpaste
8. Do some lawn maintenance
9. Aesthetically pleasing
10. Urban __
11. Museum shop purchase
12. Fjord cousin
13. Some Mercedes models
18. Warm-hearted
21. Egyptian peninsula
22. Corporate "Big Blue"
23. Tribulation
25. Simpson daughter
26. Hugs, in a love letter
27. ADA member
29. "Yep" opposite
32. Young naval officer: Abbr.

63

68

E

67

L U

66

Y M

65

L

64

C

63

68

60

T

59

57

A

56

I

55

44

Our Focus...Your News

THE JOURNAL

45

38

L

36

33

Reducing our carbon footprint, one tiny footprint at a time.
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SUDOKU

5

V O R

1. US airwaves overseer
2. Fireworks show word

4

E R A

Down

3

S A

1. Edible stuff
5. Take __ view of
9. Pre-USSR rulers
14. "O __, all ye faithful ..."
15. Credit union take-back
16. Earth Day month
17. *Southeastern tribe forced
to move to Indian Territory
19. Misses in Mexico: Abbr.
20. Wrinkle-free
21. Use a dagger
22. __ Jima
24. *Child star of "Miracle on
34th Street"
28. After "is", surely will
30. Like a raging river, perhaps
31. __ Verde National Park
32. Rebecca's first son
33. Boxing triumphs
34. *Annoying finger issues
39. Lovely Spanish word
42. Falsehoods
43. Italian desserts
47. Cook up
49. It's ugly to look at
52. *Norwegian site of the 1994
Winter Olympics
54. Coffee container
55. Gutter's place
56. More slippery
58. Culpability
60. Trade suggested by the
starred entries
63. Enjoy immensely
64. Opera highlight
65. Popular board game
66. End of __
67. Disney
68. __ disease (tick-borne
ailment)
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Across

Time spent with family is an
opportunity to take care of yourself
These uncertain times may lead to negative emotions or anxiety.
Regularly engaging in physical activities that you enjoy,
especially outdoors, could help you feel better.

Québec.ca/gettingbetter
Info-Social 811
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Home and Estate

Normand Roy et son équipe

vous souhaites un très joyeux temps des fêtes à
vous et toute votre famille.
Que la nouvelle année soit pour vous synonyme de
Santé, Paix et Prospérité!

Normand Roy and his team

would like to take the time to wish you
and your family a very happy
Holiday Season as well as
Health, Peace and Prosperity
for the upcoming year!
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