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More than fair

Pure Art’s Deborah Woodhead (left)
poses with founders Brigitte and Robert
McKinnon who are all smiles under their
masks as they welcome customers for
the first time to the new home of their
not-for-profit boutique, which runs on

the principle of Fair Trade and supports
the Pure Art Foundation’s efforts to improve the lives of impoverished but hardworking people in Peru and around the
world. Much work has gone into turning
the former office space into a luminous

and welcoming boutique to draw patrons new and old to ‘shop with a purpose,’ while knowing that their purchases help communities in need. See story
on page 8.
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LYNDON GALLAGHER
514-984-2941
2906 RUE DU CUMBERLAND, SAINT-LAZARE
Desirable cottage in Saddlebrook with 3 bedrooms;
2 bathrooms+Powder; family room and living with a fireplace
on the ground floor; double garage. Ample space & potential to
make it your own, short distance to Saddlebrook park, bike paths,
schools, golf, several restaurants, minutes to Vaudreuil
(train, shops, Costco, etc), Highway 40.
$528,000. MLS# 21317859

YOURI RODRIGUE
450-458-7051 • yrodrigue@remax.net
834 RUE MAIN, HUDSON
Welcome to 834 Main Street. Spectacular Craftman style house
built with the highest attention to detail, quality of workmanship
and the use of noble materials. 12,000 square feet of living space
on 3 floors all with magnificent water views and 9 garage spaces.
2.25 acres with over 150 linear feet on the Ottawa River.
$4,400,000. MLS# 18139166

Christina Gabriele
514-208-5388

SOLD!
New Construction. Rigaud. Lovely waSaddlebrook. Lovely 3 bedroom brick terfront bungalow. Finish to your taste.
home offered at $439,000
Minutes to hwy 40.

Vaudreuil-Dorion. Build your dream
home on this beautiful wooded lot in
Vaudreuil West, just minutes from Hudson village, Falcon golf course and nature trails. $79,000

CARL POIRIER • 514-895-4607

SO

LD

RAUL CAPELA • 450-458-7051

2211 Rue Metcalfe, suite 100. Vaudreuil-Dorion. Ideally located next to highway
40’s St-Lazare entrance/exit this beautiful 2017 turnkey unit comprises 2112 sq ft of
bright workspace with a 19 ft ceiling + an 800 sq ft mezzanine. Centris# 14175383

LUCIE THIFAULT • 450-458-7051

SO

SO

LD

LD

LEE THOMPSON • 450-458-7051

SOLD! Notre Dame de Ile Perrot

SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
Thank you and congratulations to the vendors, the buyers and the tenants!

SO

LD

CAROL LA RONDE • LAURA PITTARO • WWW.CAROLLARONDE.COM

SOLD - HUDSON
Turn-key elegant home, on quiet crescent minutes to the village.
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SAINT-LAZARE - CENTRIS #19142106.
Commercial land on Cote St-Charles in St-Lazare.

Vaudreuil-Dorion asks province to
change city’s flood zones designation
John Jantak

The Journal

Vaudreuil-Dorion has submitted a
request to the Quebec government
to remove portions of the city’s flood
zones from the province’s exclusion
zones, it was announced at the Monday evening council meeting on November 16.
The city made the request to the
province after a provincial parliamentary commission was held in which
Article 93 was adopted as part of its
overall flood zone designation plan
that prohibits the reconstruction of
damaged houses or the construction
of new houses within specifically designated flood zones.
Negative impacts
Mayor Guy Pilon said the current
flood zone designation as it now
stands would impact the educational
campuses of the Commission scolaire des Trois-Lacs, three seniors’
residences, and the city’s water treatment and sewage plants which are
located close to Saint-Charles Avenue
near Vaudreuil Bay.
It would also affect about 200
houses in Vieux-Dorion and VieuxVaudreuil that are located next to, or
close to, the bay.
“This means if you are in a high risk
zone you cannot build,” Pilon told The
Journal. “According to the way the
bill is worded it states that in order
to minimize the flood risk, people will
have to leave flood prone areas. People who live in a flood zone will not
be able to rebuild or get a mortgage.”
A better solution would be to build
a retaining wall along a portion of
Vaudreuil Bay that would prevent the
water inundation that occurred during the unanticipated flooding in 2017
and 2019, said the mayor.
Two recent floods
During the first flood in the spring
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Using lessons they learned in the 2017 flood, the Ville de Vaudreuil-Dorion was able to stave off encroaching flood waters onto Saint-Charles
Avenue in 2019 and are requesting a change in flood zoning status from the province.

of 2017, flood waters covered a large
portion of Saint-Charles which resulted in the roadway being closed in
both directions and crept close to the
nearby educational facilities. It was an
unanticipated event that also affected
several residential side streets next to
the bay.
Two years later in 2019, the city
faced the same problems when flood
water began spilling over the banks
of the bay a second time and began
slowing edging towards Saint-Charles.
This time the city was able to take a
more proactive approach from the
lessons it learned from the first flood.
Concrete barriers lined with plastic tarp and reinforced with sandbags
were built along the roadway which
prevented flood waters from inundating the street and on several side
streets next to the bay. “This means
that everybody who lives near this
zone were okay, they were protected,” said Pilon.
Request to change wording
The city has been working with
the Communauté Métropolitaine

de Montréal (CMM) to try to get the
provincial government to change the
wording in Article 93 so that it won’t
have a negative impact on VaudreuilDorion. “Right now we’re asking for
a permanent wall to be built,” said
Pilon. “We have the plans and everything.”
Under the current wording in Ar-

ticle 93, the province would revert
back to flood maps dating back 350
years, according to Pilon. “This means
all the zones that have been flooded,
whether it was two inches or two
metres will be considered part of the
flood zone. It will have a major impact
on us and it would kill the heart of
Vaudreuil-Dorion.”
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Photo of the week

High time
News that a Société québécoise
du cannabis (SQDC) outlet is set to
open in the floundering Faubourg de
l’Île shopping plaza in Pincourt comes
as good news. The mall, like so many
others across North America, has fallen on challenging times that saw retail
outlets slowly dying off even before
we were hit by a global pandemic.
Online shopping and proliferation of big-box stores, coupled with a
younger set who views consumption
and its effects on the planet in a different light than previous generations,
are just part of the equation. We are
surrounded by ‘stuff’ and as we age,
we’re discovering that we really don’t
need much more ‘stuff.’ Add a protracted period when we’re encouraged to stay home by our own government and it’s not a surprise that the
glory days of the mall are over.
A change in attitude and political
will that saw the legalization of cannabis has been nothing short of a financial success story. And while some in
the online community have expressed
concern that the outlet is too close for
comfort in an area with a large student
population, the same rules that prohibit the sale of drugs and alcohol to
minors are enforced.
It might not be the anchoring point
that the plaza once enjoyed by including a large grocery store. But it might
just be a reversal of fortune for the
now empty mall corridors.
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PHOTO BY TALIA DEZSO

Hudson resident Talia Dezso caught this beautiful shot of the dramatic sky over Jack Layton Park. We’re switching up our Photo of the Week contest this year. Photos will not be limited to the Vaudreuil-Soulanges region and
we will be offering three prizes at the end of the year - $200 for first place, $100 for second, and $50 for third.
Interested? Send your entries to editor@yourlocaljournal.ca. We will showcase all submissions on our website at
www.yourlocaljournal.ca/photo-of-the-week.

Dear Editor: editor@yourlocaljournal.ca
Welcome
Dear Editor,
As a close neighbour
of the Wyman Church
I read with delight the
news that it had been
sold to a Sikh congregation. Thank goodness, no
condos!
Some years ago my
late husband, Maurice,
was the chief judge for
the cycling events at the
PHOTO COURTESY
MARY L. JEFFRIES
Asian Games held in New
Former Hudsonite MauDelhi. Many of the In- rice Jeffries being weldian cycling officials and comed at Asian Games
members of the organiz- in New Delhi by a meming committee were of ber of the Sikh faith.
the Sikh faith and they
welcomed Maurice and the other international officials with much warmth and generous hospitality.
Indeed they even presented him with many yards
of beautiful red material which they then wound
into a turban for him to match his official blazer! I
am sure that the Hudson community will welcome
these good folk with as much warmth as they welcomed Maurice and I over 40 years ago.
The various religious institutions here have always enjoyed very cordial relations with one another, as Kent Chown so rightly said, “love your neighbour as yourself.”
Welcome neighbours!
Mary L. Jefferies
Hudson
Another welcome
Dear Editor,
The recent sale of Wyman United Church to a Sikh
congregation seems to have inspired a variety of reactions in the nearby communities. Not surprisingly,
but sadly, some have been negative and even hostile.
I learned something of Sikh beliefs and philosophies
a few years ago when I was privileged to visit its holiest temple at Amritsar in India. There I witnessed
a stunning example of the Sikh belief in selfless service and generosity. Up to 100,000 people are fed
every day – all by volunteers and financed through
donations. I was overwhelmed with its visible example of humanity and the communion of souls.
I did not want to leave, and would have liked to
learn more. There is now an opportunity to do so.
Welcome new friends! Namaste.
Dianne Bradshaw
Saint-Lazare

Voter supression
Dear Editor,
Full transparency, I am the currently acclaimed
commissioner from Ward 11 of the Lester B. Pearson School Board, about half of the off-island territory, so I have no personal ‘skin in the game’ so
to speak regarding the coming school board elections. When I recently found out the school board
elections, which had been postponed at the beginning of November due to the risk of COVID-19, had
been rescheduled for December 20 I, like many others, was incredulous. I had to recheck to see if this
could be possibly true. Earlier that day I had heard
our premier on the radio imploring people to alter
their plans for Christmas and not gather together
for family celebrations to diminish the chances of
COVID-19 transmission. Yet here was his government calling an election five days before Christmas
asking constituents to place their health, safety, and
security in peril in order to carry out their sacred
right to vote. Furthermore, the only people eligible
to vote by mail were residents of CHLSDs, COVID-19
patients, people waiting for the results of COVID
tests, or people quarantined due to foreign travel.
Where is the emergency? All the current wards
are represented either by newly acclaimed commissioners or by the current commissioners who have
agreed to remain on the job until the next election.
This is also true of the chair who will not be running
again but has graciously offered to remain until the
next election. Everyone presumed this would occur either when the COVID-19 threat had subsided
substantially or when a decision in the court case
concerning Bill 40 had been resolved. Evidently not.
This is simply a naked attempt at voter suppression. The CAQ government wants to argue that
school board elections are irrelevant since very
few people vote, and they are stacking the deck to
ensure this happens. I’m sure they wouldn’t mind
some fierce snowstorms on election day either.
There are two possible routes to take. The first
is to write an avalanche of mail to our local MNA,
Marilyne.Picard.SOUL@assnat.qc.ca, cc’d to the
premier and Education Minister Jean-François Roberge. The second is, when unfortunately this has no
effect, to turn out en masse for the vote despite the
circumstances. Early voting takes place December
13 and 19 so people can space themselves out.
School boards are the last institution in Quebec
controlled by the Anglophone community. The Francophone community has already lost their school
boards and the CAQ’s aim is squarely on our backs.
Continued on page 6

New SQDC marijuana
dispensary set to open in Pincourt
John Jantak

The Journal

Following years of increases in vacant storefronts in the once bustling
Faubourg de l’Île in Pincourt, work is
currently underway to complete a new
retail marijuana dispensary that will
be located at the mall and operated
by the Société québécoise du cannabis
(SQDC).
“We’re happy to have them,” Ian
Quint, President of Groupe Quint
which operates Le Faubourg and several other malls told The Journal during a telephone interview. “They’re a
tenant of ours in several locations and
we’re happy to have done a new deal
with them.”
Dwindling occupancy
The mall has gone through significant changes over the last two decades
and its sale to Groupe Quint in 2016
was hoped to reverse its dwindling
occupancy rate. When the anchoring
Maxi grocery store was originally part
of the complex, virtually every store
was occupied. However, as neighbouring Vaudreuil-Dorion continued its
rapid growth of young families buying

off-island homes, many store-owners opted to move to the newly built
Smart Centre shopping outlet on Boulevard de la Gare.
Starts and stops
The Faubourg had a number of potential new leases on life – the Hart
discount department store came back
after vacating for a short period and
the mall owners installed a large indoor play structure for young children
in 2018, complete with slides and a colourful ball-room.
Though the Cinema Guzzo chain
was engaged in extended discussions
to install a theatre on the premises,
that deal fell through in 2018 with
Vincenzo Guzzo, CEO and President of
Cinema Guzzo, telling The Journal, “We
did not come to a financially agreeable
understanding with the mall.” Guzzo
then asked that the banners hanging
outside the mall advertising the coming theatre be taken down.
A major commercial coup was realized when American retail giant
Walmart moved into the space formerly occupied by Zellers in 2014. The
outlet shuttered its doors for good in
June, 2019 after a corporate restruc-

turing.
The SQCD will likely have a steady
customer stream. In the third quarter of 2020 alone, the SQDC reported
earnings of $120.2 million, largely due
to doubling its commercial outlets in
Quebec.
Pincourt Mayor Yvan Cardinal declined to comment on the issue. The
SQDC outlet is expected to begin operating within the next two weeks.

PHOTO COURTESY FACEBOOK/GROUPE QUINT

A computer rendering of the soon-to-be
open SQDC outlet in Pincourt’s Faubourg de
l’Île.
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The signs promising that Cinema Guzzo would be moving into the Faubourg de l’Île were
finally removed in 2018 after negotiations broke down.
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Fishermen still missing Fox dies after being shot in
Nick Zacharias

Two young men from Mascouche
who have been the focus of a massive
search effort on the Lake of Two Mountains starting last weekend have yet to
be found. The avid fishermen are identified as Dylan Auger and Antoine Paquin,
both in their early 20s. They went out on
the cold water of the Ottawa River in the
area of Saint-Placide (west of Oka) Saturday, November 14, and were reported
missing by their families when they did
not return home Saturday evening.
Co-ordinated effort
Pleas went out on social media for assistance in locating the two missing men,
whose small boat was found floating,
half-submerged and unoccupied. The
search so far has involved many civilians,
as well as the Canadian Coast Guard,
the Sûreté du Québec and responders
from Hudson, Rigaud and Oka. Search
efforts on Sunday took place by boat and
along the shoreline, and also saw SQ divers take to the water while helicopters
searched from the air. High winds and
choppy frigid water did not make the efforts easy, and so far the missing parties
have not been found.
“We had guys out searching all night
Saturday until about 3 o’clock in the

Letters

Continued from page 4
I strongly urge the voters to first let
our MNAs understand the depth of our
disappointment and frustration with
this incredible decision and then to vote
in such large numbers that no one can
question the result.
Danny Olivenstein
Commissioner, Ward 11,
Rigaud
Anglophone school board elections
and my uphill battle for LBPSB chair

Nova Hudson 14th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, December 2nd, 2020 – 2:00 p.m.
Interested members of the Nova Hudson community
are cordially invited to take part in Nova Hudson’s
Annual General Meeting (AGM).
Exceptionally, due to the current COVID situation,
the meeting will be conducted via teleconference.
In order to participate in the meeting, you must be
familiar with using Zoom.
For those wishing to join the meeting dialing in by
telephone, you may call-in to the Zoom meeting
by phone.
If you wish to take part, please send
confirmation along with your email address
to meetings@novahudson.com no later than
midnight Wednesday, November 25th.
You will be sent the applicable joining instructions,
documents (agenda, financial documents, election
of Directors, etc.) prior to the meeting via e-mail.
Thank you, and stay safe.
Nova Hudson Board of Directors
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Though a boat was found in the choppy waters of the Lake of Two Mountains on Sunday,
November 15, the two fishermen have not
yet been located.

morning,” said Daniel Leblanc of the
Hudson Fire Department, “and we resumed Sunday at 7 a.m.” Hudson’s crew
was part of the co-ordinated effort,
turning up some floating debris that appeared to be from the capsized boat.
Search for recovery continues
Leblanc reports that rescue crews
were called off late Sunday, while SQ recovery crews continued to search. Said
Leblanc, “I spoke with the SQ this morning (November 18) and they still had
boats out on the water, but unfortunately they haven’t turned up anything yet.”
If anyone should have information that
would help with the search, they are encouraged to contact the Oka division of
the Sûreté du Québec at (450) 479-1313.
Dear Editor,
On Friday, November 6, we learned
the government decided the Anglophone community would go to the polls
December 19 and 20 to vote for some
commissioners and chairpersons who
were not acclaimed on November 1,
2020.
By Monday morning, press releases
were flying by Anglo groups: APPELEQuébec led by Geoffrey Kelley, Quebec
English School Boards Association (QESBA, led by Russell Copeman), and the
Quebec Community Groups Network
(QCGN).
They complained bitterly about the
decision to hold the elections which had
been postponed twice already: November 4, 2018 and November 1, 2020.
They claimed holding these elections
during a pandemic is not conducive to
school board democracy as very few
people will show up – and besides, it’s a
few days before Christmas. They said the
timing was a form of ‘voter suppression’
among other things.
Now, let’s reel back to a major reason
the election of November 1, 2020 was
postponed indefinitely.
On October 6, 2020, APPELE-Québec and the spokesperson of the QCGN
wrote the following on the former’s
Facebook page:

Erratum

Due to a software issue, the Due to a
software issue, the email address of the
Hudson Village Quilters in the November
12 edition of The Journal contained a hyphen in error. The correct email address
is hudsonvillagequilters@gmail.com.

Thursday, November 19, 2020

A 96-year-old woman living in Vaudreuil-Dorion near Hudson wants to
warn her fellow residents to be vigilant
when out for a walk after finding a juvenile fox shot dead on her property last
November 11.
“I would like to advise all those enjoying the autumn woods that a lovely
young fox was found shot a few feet from
my residence where he died from his severe wound,” she wrote. The Journal has
agreed to her request for anonymity.
The area in question is on Route 342
near the Ultramar gas station, in the
general vicinity of residential houses, a
popular restaurant, a campground and a
daycare centre.
“Over the years, she’s seen fox families living on her property and raising
their young,” said friend and Hudson
resident Carolyn Kitzanuk. “It’s just a
warning – some idiot is out there with
a gun.”
Kitzanuk and the homeowner both
speculate that someone in the area may
be keeping chickens, a trend that has
gained popularity since the COVID-19
lockdown rules first came into effect,
“It is time for the Quebec government to delay school board elections.
It is not safe for Quebecers to go to the
polls – which are often held in elementary and high schools that our children will
be frequenting the next day.” Fair point.
There will be no children in schools
for at least two weeks after the election
on December 20 because of the traditional holiday season.
The government had no choice but to
pick the earliest possible safe date because there are chairperson seats to fill
as well. This is very significant because
under the present set up (not Bill 40) the
chair has considerable influence.
For example, my platform calls
for dropping membership to the QESBA, which claims it is fighting for minority-language educational rights by opposing the government’s school board
reform Bill 40.
My opponent is Judy Kelley who, incidentally, was appointed vice chair of the
LBPSB at the November 9, 2020 Council
meeting. Since she is directly connected
to the aforementioned groups and the
Liberal Party, her platform is obviously to
maintain the status quo. Boy, do I have
an uphill battle.
QESBA is challenging Bill 40 in the
courts, using hundreds of thousands
of precious education dollars. The
bill, like Liberal Bill 86, has absolutely
nothing to do with language – it is a governance issue. It gives English schools
greater decision-making powers, which
will be made in English.
The QESBA bases their argument on
the Mahé decision made in the courts in
Alberta in 1990.
This is Quebec 2020! Time to get with
it! Bring on the elections!

PHOTO BY ALEX KITZANUK

A senior citizen who found the dead fox on
her Vaudreuil-Dorion property is warning
residents to take extra care while walking on
area trails.

and was protecting the birds from the
fox. The town allows residents to keep
two hens on lots of less than 400 sqaremetres and five hens for larger lots.
Roosters are not permitted.
While they initially didn’t know what
had killed the animal, Kitzanuk’s husband Alex discovered the bullet’s exit
wound while placing the fox’s body into
a bag for retrieval from the animal control contractor.
“The scary part of this is that people
are out walking with their dogs on trails,”
said Kitzanuk. The homeowner did not
report hearing a shot and it’s not known
if the fox was killed on her property or
arrived there following the injury.
Chris Eustace
Pierrefonds
Thank you StoryFest organizers
Dear Editor,
I would like to add to Audrey Wall’s
letter describing the highlights and successes of this year’s StoryFest. As a regular supporter of this inspiring literary
event I was delighted to be so engaged
by the thoughtful and entertaining presentations, so well displayed on a virtual
platform. I look forward to the 20th anniversary in the fall 2021.
But, in the meantime, the wisdom of
Margaret MacMillan and the conversation with the talented Emily Urquhart
will resonate with me. A grateful call
must go out to the committee who put
in hundreds of hours of volunteer work
behind the scenes of this unique event.
Thank you, thank you.
Judy Kelley
Beaconsfield
Hats off!
Dear Editor,
On behalf of our family, I would like
to thank Nick Zacharias and The Journal from the bottom of our hearts for
the spectacular article he wrote about
‘The Missing Hat.’ (Well-travelled tuque
gone astray, November 12, page 14).
Our appreciation is beyond words!
Fingers crossed that some kind
person returns the hat to us. We
will let you know if that happens.
If we do not find the hat, we will at least
know that we tried our best, with the help
and kindness of everyone at The Journal.
With deepest thanks,
Dawn Svoronos and family
Hudson

Legion News
Rod L. Hodgson – President

Special contributor

The annual Remembrance Day service was very different this year. Sadly
we could not have a dinner, parade or
our usual large gathering of veterans, cadet corps, local citizens and dignitaries.
However, a short service was held this
past Wednesday at 11 a.m. in front of
the cenotaph. Some 45 or more wreaths
were placed by our Legion volunteers
– Linda Eames, Mary Jefferies and John
Dalgarno. Our flagman for the service

was Bill Sansom. It was also nice to hear
the bells of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
being rung at 11 a.m. as well. Thank you
to Father Roland Demers for this kind
gesture. If you wish to view the ceremony please check out the Hudson Legion website (www.hudsonlegion.com)
and follow the links. The video is just 11
minutes in length and special thanks to
Zbig for putting it together. 2020 was the
75th Anniversary of the end of WW II and
also the 75th Anniversary of the founding
of Hudson Legion Branch #115. We hope
to have a belated celebration of our 75th

POLICE REPORTS

Arrest made for drug trafficking
On November 13, police officers from
the Sûreté du Québec of the MRC Vaudreuil-Soulanges East station carried out
a search and arrest on Montée Léger in
Les Cèdres in relation to drug trafficking.
A 48-year-old man from Les Cèdres
was arrested and released on a promise
to appear in court. He could face drug
trafficking charges.
The investigation began a few months
ago and the search resulted in the seizure of;
• More than 40 methamphetamine tablets
• More than 50 grams of cocaine
• Almost 50 grams of cannabis and a

few cannabis plants
• 2 cellphones
• Documents and material related to
drug trafficking
• More than $25,000 in Canadian
money and a certain amount in foreign currency
• A vehicle as offense-related property
The police canine handler also participated in the operation.
The Sûreté du Québec reminds the
public that any information relating to
the trafficking or production of narcotics can be communicated confidentially
at any time to the Central Criminal Information Center at 1 800-659-4264.

Anniversary sometime in 2021 with a
special dinner when we reopen.
You may remember the T-shirt with
the Place Vimy bench on the front. We
now have hasty-notes and envelopes
with the same design. You should have
received a message from us last weekend about them. We are selling those
at 10 for $10.00 and please advise us if
you wish to have a package or two. Our
first run of 150 cards was sold out in just
three days! You can order them from
our e-mail site rcl@videotron.ca.
We continue to accept your payments for the 2021 Legion dues. You can
mail your payment to Hudson Legion Br.
#115, 56 Beach Road, Hudson, QC, J0P
1H0. The fee is $60 and on the memo
line of your cheque write 2021 dues.
Make the cheque payable to Hudson
Legion Br. #115. We cannot do e-transfers at this moment. However, we can
arrange to have you pay with our debit
card machine if you call the Legion at
(450) 458-4882 and Terry Connolly, our

PHOTO COURTESY ROD HODGSON

The Branch #115 Legion’s most senior WW II
veteran and possibly Hudson’s most senior
resident, Stan Sepchuk – pictured here with
former long-time Legion member Maxine
Bredt – will be celebrating his 103rd birthday
November 19.

Manager, can set it up. Finally you can
also join or renew online at Canadian Legion’s main website; www.legion.ca.
Continued on page 14

PHOTO COURTESY ROD HODGSON

Though it was far from a traditional Remembrance Day, wreaths were still placed at the cenotaph on Wednesday, November 11 by legion volunteers.
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Du 16 au 30 novembre

L’événement

PRENDS TON TEMPS,
MAIS FAIS ÇA VITE !
MURANO 2020

LOUEZ LE MURANO ÉDITION LIMITÉE 2020
PENDANT 60 MOIS.

499

$≠

VALEUR AU
DÉTAIL DE

/MOIS

AVEC

1350$

*

48166

$*

EN COMPTANT INITIAL

INCLUANT

ANTIVOL, BURINAGE ET
PNEUS D’HIVER SUR JANTES NOIRES

+ 1000$ EN CARTE-CADEAU

PDSF

PDSF

23426 $

MICRA S 2019

10495

$*

Inv : Y190749 1075 KM

•

Caméra de recul

•

Contrôles audio au volant

•

Système mains libres

•

Ports USB

≠ Basé sur un prix de 48166$*. Taux d’intérêt de 2,5%. Basé sur un kilométrage
de 20000 KM/année. 0,10$ du kilométrage excédentaire. RDPRM de 61,70$
inclus. Valeur résiduelle de 21137,76$*
*RDPRM, transport et préparation inclus. Taxes et immatriculation en sus.
Certaines conditions s’appliquent.

SENTRA SV 2019

17495

$*

Inv : Y190798 4285 KM

•

Caméra de recul

•

Climatiseur

•

Démarrage sans clé

•

Sièges chauff ants

DU LUNDI AU VENDREDI DE 8H À 20H
EXCEPTIONNELLEMENT OUVERT CE SAMEDI 21 NOVEMBRE

WWW.ALBINISSANVAUDREUIL.COM

29847 $

ROGUE S 2020

23995

$*

Inv : Y200240 1091 KM

•

Caméra de recul

•

Climatiseur

•

Système mains libres

•

Sièges chauff ants

7, boul. de la Cité des Jeunes
450-455-0444
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KELLY’S KEYBOARD
A MILLENNIAL’S VIEWPOINT

KELLY MIYAMOTO

Divided we
stand
The results are in. In January, the
United States of America will swear in
a new president. Well, barring further
intervention by the current administration, that is. As of the time of writing this piece, Donald Trump has yet
to concede the victory to Joe Biden
and I wish I was more shocked.
During the last few years, division
and divisiveness have taken over as
the go-to format in discussions about anything and everything. It’s all about us versus them.
Even the choice to follow health and safety guidelines
or not has been caught up in political sides since the start
of the pandemic. And now a major election and the process by which the votes were counted to determine the
winner are being dragged into the arena of opinion.
Now, since the rise of the internet and social media,
the way we talk to each other has changed. Insults, abusive comments, flame wars, and even death threats have
become pretty run-of-the-mill if you spend any time at all
expressing an opinion online. And, just like how American
politics seeps beyond its borders onto the international
stage, so too has this hostile environment stoked by and
housed on the internet bled into real-world interactions.
It seems we can’t go a week without hearing about
people fist-fighting in stores, clashing at protests, or being
hurt or killed during violent attacks that typically have to
do with left-wing versus right-wing politics.
To be clear, there is definitely a place where peaceful
discussion and mild disapproval isn’t enough. Tolerance
stops before beliefs built on hatred and discrimination,
and the right to an opinion shouldn’t be a shield against
all criticism.
There may be something to be said about better or
worse methods of confronting opposing worldviews, but
it’s perfectly clear that many people are no longer content with calm debate. Younger generations especially
are steeped in movements regarding equal rights, social
change and demands for justice. Add in the recent surges
in massive demonstrations and a collective encouragement to speak up, and we’ve got a recipe for friction both
online and in person.
It’s not only the US population that is so deeply divided.
Hostilities and tensions are high all over. I see it here, too.
There’s no tiptoeing around it. The ‘us versus them’ mentality can be seen everywhere regardless of country, political affiliation, age group, or any other factor.
So yes, America is heading for a Biden administration.
We’ll see how well Joe Biden and Kamala Harris do as
President and Vice President. Every move they make will
surely be lauded or lambasted depending on various factors including where a given person falls on the political
spectrum.
The American election has been one of many big things
to happen in 2020. I hope this year’s end will go on to mark
a point of progress toward something better. It won’t happen smoothly or all at once, but change will happen. Regardless of anyone’s opinion.
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Pure Art re-born
Nick Zacharias

The Journal

After more than a decade of selling
unique Fair Trade clothing, jewellery
and gifts at their boutique in the centre of Hudson, Pure Art was forced to
make the decision to close their doors
following last spring’s COVID-19 lockdown. Much in line with their dedication to building homes and public spaces in the slums of Pucallpa, Peru, they
have kept the spirit alive to rebuild
their store here at home. “People tell
us we’re either courageous or crazy;
I’m not sure which it is,” says founder
Robert McKinnon, who started the Fair
Trade, not-for-profit boutique along
with his wife Brigitte to support education and empowerment, housing,
infrastructure and health for impoverished neighbourhoods in Peru, Tanzania and Nepal.
Harrowing spring
Travelling to Peru, as they do with
a large team of volunteers every year
to build homes and community buildings, ended a little differently this year.
After they’d finished their work in the
second week of March and were ready
to head home, the Peruvian government imposed martial law to enforce
a COVID-19 lockdown. Says McKinnon,
“They shut down the airports and halted all travel, and we couldn’t get out of
the country. We were trapped there,
holed up in a hotel room for 10 days,
with somebody coming twice a day to
slide food under our door.”
When they eventually returned
to Canada, the spring lockdown here
meant business suffered so badly that
they were unable to hold on to the
physical store, and had to retreat to
their foundation offices in VaudreuilDorion. They kept the boutique going
online however, and maintained their
charitable efforts. “We’ve been able to
keep the school lunch program going
in Pucallpa throughout COVID,” says
McKinnon, “the schools are closed,
but the kids still need to eat, so we
made sure lunches are provided – the
kids can come every day, with safety
protocols in place of course, to get a
decent meal.”
Now that stores are allowed to open
again in our region, in spite of the uncertainty, they’re ready to attempt a
rebirth. “Online can be great, but with
the kind of Fair Trade, handcrafted and
unique items we bring in, you really
want to have a physical store.”
City has been amazing
The McKinnons are devoted to their
‘100 per cent model’ where all publicly
donated money goes directly to the
sustainability programs, which means
the boutique has to absorb the administrative costs of running the foundation. They call it ‘the art of shopping
with a purpose.’ To save overhead,
they’ve decided to re-open Pure Art
on the ground floor of their office in a

PHOTO BY NICK ZACHARIAS

Brigitte and Robert McKinnon have now
merged their Pure Art Fair Trade boutique
– formerly located in Hudson – with their
foundation office in Vaudreuil-Dorion and
are still carrying on much of their work feeding kids in Pucallpa, Peru despite the COVID-19 imposed travel restrictions.

big white stucco house at 132 Chemin
de l’Anse, next to the popular FélixLeclerc Park.
“The city of Vaudreuil-Dorion has
been amazing,” says McKinnon. “We
needed permits for the new store, for
a sign, parking, all of it – and they’ve
been very helpful and accommodating. And the response and support
we’ve gotten since opening three days
ago has been absolutely great. We’re
just 6.9 kilometres from our old location, so we’re hoping our friends from
Hudson will take the route by the water and stop and see us on their way to
Vaudreuil, and that lots of new people
from Vaudreuil can discover Pure Art
too.”
Plans for the spring
“This year will be the first time
in 14 years that we won’t be able to
travel to Peru, and that’s really sad,
but we have to carry on,” says McKinnon. If the draw of shopping locally to
make a difference globally is successful at their new location (especially as
gift-giving season sets in) they plan to
expand to include a café selling Fair
Trade coffee and other treats. “It’s
like an oasis when you turn that corner on Chemin de l’Anse and see the
open water and Oka across the lake.
There’s so much draw in this beautiful
spot. Next spring, we’d love to create a
welcoming atmosphere where people
can come for a coffee and learn more
about Fair Trade, about the positive
impact it can have on communities.”
McKinnon says they aren’t sure how
opening a new store location during
a pandemic will work out, but so far
signs are good and they remain hopeful. “I’m a pathological optimist.”
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Be there for yourself
the way you’re there
for others

You are always there when
your loved ones are going
through difficult times.
But don’t forget about
yourself—solutions exist
to help you feel better.
The current situation
may cause you distress.
Experiencing various levels
of anxiety in some spheres
of life is normal. When this
happens, you may find it more
challenging to deal with your
thoughts, emotions, behaviour
and relationships with others.
Most people succeed in
adapting, but listening to your
needs is vital. Don’t hesitate
to do whatever is necessary
to help yourself.

Take care of yourself
• Rely on your personal strengths
and have confidence in your
abilities.

• Remind yourself of the winning

strategies you used in the past to
overcome difficulties. There is no
one-size-fits-all solution! Each and
every one of us must take steps to
foster our own well-being.

• Enjoy life’s little pleasures, such as
listening to music, taking a warm
bath, reading, exercising, etc.

• If you live close to nature, make

the most of it. Breathe deeply and
slowly as you walk.

• Lend a hand in your community in

a way that respects your personal
limits and public health directives. By
helping others, you can improve their
wellness and your own as well.

• Think about what has meaning

and value for you. Reflect on the
important things in your life that you
can hold onto in hard times.

• Reduce the stressors in your life.
• While it is important to stay informed,
limit the amount of time spent
reading about COVID-19. Information
overload can increase stress and
anxiety, and even cause depression.

• Learn to delegate, and allow others
to help you.

• Ask for help when you feel

overwhelmed. It is not a sign of
weakness, but rather a sign of
strength when you are strong
enough to do what is necessary
to help yourself.

The Getting Better My Way digital tool
Getting Better My Way is a digital self-management tool
for emotional health. If you are experiencing stress, anxiety
or distress, this tool can help improve your well-being by
identifying practical things you can do to feel better.
Learn more at Québec.ca/Gettingbetter
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Help and resources
Give voice to
your feelings
• Keep in mind that having a range of

emotions is normal. Feelings play
an important role in life, and it is
essential to experience them without
passing judgment.

• Use words to express what you are
going through. Do you feel alone?
Are you worried?

• Allow yourself to share your feelings

with a trusted friend or family
member. It might also be helpful to
write down how you’re feeling or call
a helpline. Find what works for you!

• Those closest to you may not

necessarily be able to “read” you.
Express your feelings.

• Leave space in your life for your

feelings and those of your loved ones.

Choose healthy
living habits
• Try to keep to a routine for eating,
resting, sleeping and other daily
activities.

• Take time to eat well.
• Go to bed at an hour that lets
you get enough sleep.

• Be physically active on a regular

basis, while complying with public
health directives.

• Reduce your consumption

of stimulants like coffee, tea,
soft drinks, energy beverages,
chocolate, etc.

• Drink lots of water.
• Lower your alcohol, drug and

tobacco consumption, or simply
say no to them entirely. The same
goes for gambling.

We are all going through
unprecedented times that can intensify
our emotional reactions. For example,
you might feel greater fatigue or have
fears that you can’t shake, or even have
trouble just dealing with the day-today. Focus on these signs of a problem
and, as soon as you can, contact
resources that can help you to better
manage your feelings and develop new
coping strategies.

• Info-Social 811

Info-Social 811 is a free and
confidential telephone consultation
service available 24/7

• Regroupement des services

d’intervention de crise du Québec
Provides 24/7 referral services
for people in distress (French):
centredecrise.ca/listecentres

• Suicide prevention crisis helpline

Crisis helpline that provides suicide
prevention services 24/7:
1 866 APPELLE (277-3553)

For a host of other helpful resources,
visit Québec.ca/gettingtbetter

Make judicious use
of social media
• Use critical thinking before sharing

something on social media.
Ill-advised information can have
harmful effects and be detrimental to
everyone’s efforts in these times.

• Use social media to share positive
actions.

• Watch videos that make you smile.

Québec.ca/Gettingbetter
Info-Social 811
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KICK IN THE ARTS

BRIAN GALLAGHER

My life’s in the gutters
No no no, it’s not that bad beautiful people.
Didn’t mean to scare you. Don’t cry for me Argentina (or Rigaud), it’s simply that the bestie and I have
had quite the challenge lately. Not life-threatenting
by any means. It’s not like we ran out of olives or
the SAQ suddenly decided to stop stocking vodka
and gin. God forbid! Let me explain…
You see, as you may already know, this summer
we decided it was time to replace the old rotting
shingles on the garage here at Crooked Tree Corner.
And of course, it turned out to be a much bigger task than expected. Rotting wooden supports and waterlogged plywood made for a much bigger
and longer job. And it ain’t called ‘crooked’ for no reason my friends. Our
old garage bends and twists like a flying carpet sled soaring over the moguls in Lucerne, Switzerland. But with a little (lot) of help from our friend
Ian, we did it – we endured, we battled, we overcame. Hallelujah.
However… because we have gardens planted along the side and a
driveway that slopes back into the garage, we knew we had to install
gutters. So we went for a quote on gutter installation because we knew
that there was no way we would get through that job with all fingers or
marriage contract intact. However our fate was sealed when the quote
came in. Apparently rain gutters are made of travertine marble and installers drive up in Alfa Romeos to do the work. My cheapie-senses went
up along with the hairs on the back of my neck. I promptly stood up at
the kitchen counter, (laminate, thank you) slapped my hand down on
the Patrick Morin weekly flyer and pronounced, “Gutters are on sale this
week – we can do this ourselves.” Yes that’s me. Determined. Undaunted. Fearless.
Forgot to mention to you… that was back in July. Oh my dear friends,
procrastination is such a terrible thing when it lovingly wraps you up in
its warm blanket of ‘there’s always tomorrow’ and lulls you back to the
couch and Golden Girls reruns. But it is now November, dear readers, and
the bestie’s car needs to start sleeping in the garage safe from the cruel
winter elements ahead. Unfortunately for her our old crooked garage
was too full, cluttered with gutters, brackets, corners and downspouts
covered in dust. “But,” I protested, “it’s too cold to work on metal gutters
outside,” thinking that this brilliant defensive strategy would carry me
through the winter without having to take on this despicable Herculean
task.
Then came that damn heat wave. That beautiful summery bouquet of
days that saw everyone back out in the parks and at the beach soaking up
sun and positive vibes that made them temporarily forget the oncoming
cold and snow. And with that unexpected reprieve from the cold, all my
excuses went out the window. Or more precisely, out the garage door
and onto the ladder. As all those happy shining people strolled by in their
good moods and T-shirts, I wonder if they paused at all as they passed
the dark cloud of obscenity and despair that hung just over our garage. I
will not subject you to the gory details dear readers, but the roofline of
our garage is akin to Magnetic Hill in Moncton. You think you are going
one way but in reality the slope goes the other way. I am sure that I saw
water flowing uphill on more than one occasion. There were more small
scraps of paper with mathematical calculations scratched out on them
littering our lawn than there were leaves. And in the advanced calculus
world of gutter self-installation, one downspout led to two which then
led to three when the uphill flowing water filled one side and stubbornly
refused to flow downhill to the downspout like a defiant child who won’t
eat their broccoli.
So that’s how we spent our fall vacation. Got ‘er done. We are still
together but are both still suffering PTSD so we don’t talk much. Maybe
when the snow covers the garage it won’t hurt as much to look at it and
we can start to heal. As you stroll past our house cast a glance towards
our little garage that now looks like an oil refinery with all the pipes sticking out of it. And maybe, just maybe, say a little prayer that it is still standing in the spring.
Stay well, stay safe and keep up-to-date on everything you need to
know with The Journal each Thursday and everyday online (www.yourlocaljournal.ca) for all the news on event cancellations and events that are
still happening here and there; in and around the Vaudreuil-Soulanges
area.
Sociable!
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Bands in the Bubble
The Better Half
Brian Gallagher

The Journal

As a musician, I am one of hundreds
feeling the sting (financially and emotionally) of not being able to play live
anymore or even get together with
musical friends to jam, hang out, create, etc. So I have started reaching out
to local musicians to see what they are
up to during the COVID era and how,
in their own way, they are keeping the
music alive.
This week I am showcasing the local Hudson duo ‘The Better Half’ and
their brand new release ‘No side is
wrong.’ ‘The Better Half’ is comprised
of Sandra Giguere and John Murray and their latest album sees them
blend their influences and experiences
into a tapestry of heartfelt ballads and
acoustic-flavoured rockers that, when
put together, make for an excellent album that hearkens back to the days
when you sat down to play a record
from start to finish immersing yourself
into the words and music of each song.
There are eight tracks on this album
and showcase some real special moments, including the title track ‘No side
is wrong’ and ‘Can’t cry anymore.’ Make
sure to stick around for the last song on
the album – ‘Simple as that’ which is
a fantastic 70’s-era type rocker where
John’s Santana influence really shines
on guitar. This is a record that is definitely worth a couple of listens and might
even keep you coming back for more.
I sat down (not really, it was through
the magic of the world wide interweb)
to chat with Sandra and John to talk
about their musical journey and their
new album.
TJ: How did ‘The Better Half’ come to
be? Was this the first musical project for
the two of you or were you in a cover or
original band before?
TBH: Both of us have been involved
in many musical projects over the years.
Amongst many, John was the lead
guitarist in Persuasion, the well-known
tribute to Carlos Santana, from 2012
to 2019, and Sandra was lead singer of
all-female alternative rock group Safire
in the 1990s. Together we still perform
in the five-piece rock and blues band
Karma. We were both part of an earlier
group and after it disbanded we continued our collaboration. This wasn’t
only musical… (We got married last
year!)
TJ: Who writes the songs and how do
the two of you approach the writing/recording process?
TBH: Most songs are co-written.
Generally, the songs start with one of
us having a lyrical or musical idea, and
then bringing it to the table (literally the
kitchen table) to develop together over
a drink (perhaps a martini). John then
moves to the studio to work on an arrangement and recording of the initial
tracks. Usually our great drummer, Syl-

PHOTO COURTESY THE BETTER HALF

John Murray and Sandra Giguere at their
home studio in Hudson. Insert is their ‘No
side is wrong’ album cover

vain Chamberland, is then brought in to
help build the drums and other rhythm
tracks before we complete the vocals,
guitars, bass, and all other instruments.
Then John gets to work on the lengthy
process of mixing, producing, and mastering the final song.
TJ: Do you and John perform more as
an acoustic duo or as a full band? Which
do you prefer?
TBH: The Better Half is built around
the songs written and sung by the two
of us, and then performed live in several different line-ups – as a duo, as a
trio with (drummer) Sylvain, and also as
a full band of up to six people. On our
albums we arrange the songs using as
many or as few instruments as needed
to get the sound we are looking for.
Then, arranging the live performance of
the songs differently depending on the
size and instrumentation of the group is
a lot of fun, and a good challenge!
TJ: How do you feel this new release
is different from the debut album? Were
there lessons taken from ‘Alibis’ which
helped you with ‘No side is wrong?’
TBH: We definitely don’t like to constrain our song-writing to a particular
sound or genre. The first album went
from acoustic to rock, to jazz-blues, to a
touch of country – in fact there’s even a
kind of rock-cabaret. We both really admire artists who have not been afraid to
colour outside the lines. For this new album, there’s definitely more of a focus
on a rock sound, but still with plenty of
acoustic guitar in the mix. ‘Alibis’ was
the first album that John had produced
in our own studio from A to Z, so many
lessons were learned in the recording
and mixing, and then for ‘No Side is
Wrong,’ he also did the mastering.
TJ: Do you feel you are more rock
than acoustic? What would your comparisons be? On a couple of tracks I hear
and feel a ‘Jefferson Airplane’ kind of
vibe with maybe a touch of Cranberries,
Heart, and of course the Santana vibe
in the guitar playing – the whole album
seems to have more of a throwback
classic rock sound with even a touch of
soul thrown in for flavour here or there.
Continued on page 15

Fall Colours
For top results list your home with a top selling agent

nroy@viacapitale.com for a complete
list of homes SOLD in YOUR area!

SEE YOUR HOME IN 3D
when listed with Normand Roy

Home and Estate
Feature

Paul & Diane Laflamme
Real Estate Brokers

PHOTOS COURTESY PAUL & DIANE LAFLAMME

Waterfront! This quality built home is a hidden gem. The view of Lake of Two Mountains is breathtaking and has access to a lovely shore line with private beach.
Continued on page 15
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Broccoli casserole
C.J. Maxwell

PHOTOS COURTESY PAUL & DIANE LAFLAMME

Featured home

Continued from page 13
The high-end Zytco three-season
solarium was installed in 2019. You
can sit in this wonderful room from
spring to fall. The floors are heated
and it’s the ideal room for entertaining
and having your morning breakfast or
afternoon cocktail. Imagine gazing up
at a starlit sky in summer, daydreaming
under a soft autumn rain, all in complete comfort!
This turn-key property has been
professionally landscaped with luscious gardens. You can drive (less than
five minutes) or walk to the village
where there is shopping, groceries,

• 330A Main, Hudson
• $2,189,000
• Centris #16781732
• Paul & Diane
Laflamme
Real Estate Brokers

Royal LePage Village

514-715-4514

www.paulanddiane.ca
pharmacy, medical centre, bank, cafés,
restaurants, Hudson Village Theatre,
and more.

Special contributor

The unseasonal November heat
wave is over and the temperature has
dipped and at this writing, the snowflakes are dancing through the grey and
windy skies. It’s time for the rib-sticking
comfort food of winter and don’t worry
– it still contains a vegetable so you can
feel good about eating it.
Ingredients
• 1 yellow onion, diced
• 3 cups of broccoli florets
• 3 tbsp. unsalted butter
• 2 – 3 tbsp. flour
• 2 cups + ¼ cup grated old cheddar
cheese
• 2 cups hot milk
• Salt and pepper to taste
• Crushed buttery crackers (about half
a sleeve). Ritz or Breton work well.
• Deep fried onions (optional).
Directions
Grease a 9” x 13” pan or casserole
dish.
Preheat oven to 350 ° F.
Place broccoli florets into a glass
bowl and add a little water. Cover the
bowl with a plate and microwave for
about three minutes until broccoli is
lightly steamed.
Using a large stock pan, sauté the
onions in the butter until translucent
– stirring often – for about 5 minutes.
Add in the flour and stir until well incorporated.

Legion
Continued from page 7
At this moment we are not sure
when you will be able to get your 2021
sticker or your new card, time will tell.
Here is some very special news. Our
most senior WW II veteran and possibly Hudson’s most senior resident,
Stan Sepchuk, will be celebrating his
103rd birthday on November 19. All the
best Stan and thanks for your service as
a Sergeant with the RCAF during WW II.

PHOTO BY C.J. MAXWELL

Pour in the hot milk and continue to
stir. If sauce is too thin, add more flour.
If it’s too thick, thin it out with more
milk.
Gradually add in the 2 cups of grated
cheese until it is melted.
Fold in the broccoli florets and adjust the seasoning to your liking.
Cover with foil and place in oven for
about 20 minutes until the broccoli is
tender. Remove from oven. Combine
the deep fried onions (if using) and the
cracker crumbs along with the remaining ¼ cup of grated cheese. Sprinkle
over the top and pop under the broiler
until cheese is melted. Enjoy!
Again this Season our legion has
agreed to assist the Vaudreuil-Soulanges Palliative Care Residence with the
annual sale of poinsettias. For your donation to the residence you will receive
a poinsettia and a $15 tax receipt will
be issued. The plants will be delivered
to your home November 26 by a Legion Member. If you are interested is
assisting with this campaign and you
wish to order your plant, please contact Gerry Foliot at (450) 458-4125.
Thank you for your support.
Lest we forget…

PHOTOS COURTESY PAUL & DIANE LAFLAMME

514.457.8020

www.generatek.com
Elite Authorized Consultation
Sales and Service

VALLEYFIELD. Charming Victorian
style home built in the 1930’s
located in Salaberry-de-Valleyfield.
Downtown, close to the hospital,
court house and college. Perfect for a
large family or professional offices –
the choice is yours! MLS # 10842555

For more information please call

514-290-1414

Laurence
Kieffer

Residential Real Estate Broker

Ikieffer@propriodirect.com

514-268-9754
propriodirect.com
Office: 514-268-9754
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The weekend gardener
Your Christmas garden

TM O’Shaughnessy

Special contributor

You’re right – it’s too early to be writing a Christmas column. But the thing
is, it’s already almost too late. Because
the time to plant your amaryllis if you
want it to flower in time for Christmas
is now, and there’s no time to lose.
Beautiful amaryllis is one of those
must-have Christmas flowers and, like a
good Christmas cake, must be planned
far in advance of the day itself if it’s going to be any good.
With all the pine and spruce wreaths,
garlands and boughs, not to mention
whole trees brought indoors, the flowers of Christmas such as amaryllis don’t
get as much attention. But they do add
the loveliest touch to the holiday season and we all need some.
Christmas cactus
If it were up to every Christmas cactus I’ve ever known, Christmas would
be scheduled right now, a full six weeks
before December 25. I’ve never met a
cactus that didn’t want to fulfill its holiday flowering promise too early. By the
time actual Christmas rolls around, any
flowering cactus I’ve ever had is done
and spent, and put up its feet for another year. But it’s perfect for brightening November days and reminding us to

Bands
Continued from page 12
Is this from your influences? Who
would those be?
TBH: Some bands we compare with
might be Fleetwood Mac, REM, Wallflowers, and City and Colour. Actually,
we have a hard time labeling our music.
Both of us have influences ranging across
many types of music and naturally this
shows up in our own compositions. For
example, Sandra grew up in a household
where big band music was heard frequently – her father Gérard Giguère was
baritone saxophonist for the Hudson Big
Swing Band for decades. As for John,
well at age 10 his biggest influence was
the Beatles, at age 13 Led Zeppelin, and
at age16 Miles Davis… We both love alternative rock bands from the 1990s and
2000s. We both enjoy the classic sound
of 1960s and 1970s Motown, and this
showed up in the track ‘No Compromise’
on the new album. Overall, ‘indie-rock’ is
as good a label as any!
TJ: How has the COVID pandemic affected the band’s plans? Has it changed
the way you approach music? Do you
plan to support the album through
shows when we open up again?
TBH: We definitely are itching to

get our Christmas baking supplies early
this year, in case COVID wipes out our
shelves again.
Poinsettias
Poinsettias, it goes without saying,
provide a high level of floral satisfaction any Christmas season. Though I
find it can be strangely discomforting
to watch them die off in the New Year
because I’ve never known how to rescue them, my Christmas garden always
needs a brilliantly red poinsettia.
Paperwhites
Paperwhites are also currently on
offer, though in my experience you
are either strongly for or against paperwhites and their full-bodied scent.
For me, I’m a true-blue, big fan of this
seasonal narcissus, and have managed
(with glee) to find more paperwhites
than usual this year. Because that’s the
other thing about paperwhites – some
years, they’re everywhere, other years
not so much.
I’m not sure why but, as with the paperwhites, I’m finding a ton of amaryllis
bulbs this year.
Maybe it’s another symptom of that
wave of gardening furor that erupted
during COVID’s lockdown and shows
no sign of diminishing. Anywhere from
garden centres and hardware stores to
Home Depôt are sporting big displays

play our new music in a live setting. We
would like to book a series of shows next
summer, taking the chance that this will
be permitted again. Of course, we had to
cancel most of our bookings in 2020 and,
as unfortunate as that was, it gave us the
time to dedicate to the new album. As
a result of the lockdowns we produced
a video last spring for the new album’s
lead song, ‘Alone,’ which seemed appropriate to the situation many of us faced.
Throughout the coming winter we will
continue to release videos, studio performances, and livestream events.
TJ: What’s next for The Better Half?
TBH: In addition to continuing work
on other new material and recording, we
will push forward every way we can to
get the word out in support of ‘No Side
Is Wrong.’ All we really want is for people
to hear the songs! We are in discussions
with some other local songwriters and
performers to team up for special events
and we are, like everyone else, hoping
that 2021 looks a lot different than 2020
with live shows back in full swing.
Follow The Better Half on social media
to keep up with all the news about upcoming livestreams and events. Sandra
and John’s new album ‘No side is wrong’
(as well as their first album ‘Alibis’) are
available on all streaming services as
well as on their Bandcamp page: thebetterhalf1.bandcamp.com

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

The Christmas cactus tends to get a jump on the holiday season, often blooming weeks early

of this most beautiful bulb, the mysterious amaryllis that creates nothing less
than its own world in its spacious bulb,
and foliage that just keeps on growing
long after the Christmas season is finished.
So as we settle in to a long winter’s
nap of hiding from the corona virus and
waiting our turn in vaccination lineups,
why not have more than one Christmas
flower this year? You could combine
them. Whether it’s scarlet or crimson
or plum – not to mention that gorgeous
salmon kind – I think it could be a threeamaryllis-Christmas this year. With lots
and lots of paperwhites. And of course,
a poinsettia.
But the time to plant our amaryllis
is now.

PHOTO BY TM O’SHAUGHNESSY

There is no time to waste. The time to plant
your Christmas amaryllis is now.

Up for adoption
When Hector came to us he was
scared of everything and everybody.
That was in September. Now he has become a loveable big baby who adores
being petted and loved. He enjoys playing with toys, kids, and adults, and climbing the cat tree. No problem with small
dogs and other felines. Just loud noises
irritates him a little but he is working on
it. Hector is looking for his fur-ever home
where he will get all the attention he
craves. He will be shy to start, but once
he trusts you he will be the most love-

PHOTO COURTESY CASCA

able boy ever. He was born July 14, 2019.
For more information, please write to
us at casca.anne@gmail.com

Up for adoption
Harry and Sally, 10-year-old Pekingese, are at Animatch because their human had to go to a seniors’ apartment
that doesn’t take dogs. In their golden
years they are in search of a new forever home. They are both sweet and
affectionate and absolutely want to stay
together. They are showing a few signs
of age – Harry only has a few teeth left
and Sally just lost an eye. (The picture
was taken before the surgery). This duo
does well with other dogs but would be
perfectly content on their own. They
still enjoy a leisurely walk around the
neighborhood and a good brush a few

PHOTO COURTESY ANIMATCH

times a week. If you think you could be
the retirement home for this lovely, senior couple, fill out the form and ask for
Harry AND Sally.
For more information on Harry and
Sally, or any of the other dogs available
for adoption, go to www.animatch.ca
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CLASSIFIEDS
SECTIONS
100- For Sale
125- For Rent
150- Services

175- Wanted
200- Careers/Employment
225- Financial Services

View, submit & pay your ad before 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
online at www.yourlocaljournal.ca or e-mail: classifieds@yourlocaljournal.ca

450 510-4007

250- Real Estate Sale
275- Garage/Moving Sale
300- Miscellaneous

325- Autos for Sale
$24.95 until it sells (max. 3 months)

350- Legal

1 week $15
2 weeks $20
3 weeks $25

100 – FOR SALE

125 - FOR RENT

150 - SERVICES

175 - WANTED

Large assortment of used/new backyard sports equipment. Softball, bacce,
badminton, volleyball, horse shoes, &
much more. $100 for everything. Text 514231-3234. See photo at www.yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT.
Six spacious offices, reception area,
kitchenette and powder room.
Offices are on the second floor of the
Hudson Shopping Centre.
Available November 1, 2020.
$2,000/month.
Call Marcel Leduc
(514)602-4313

SINGING LESSONS. Private or SemiPrivate. In my home (St-Lazare). Sing the
songs you love! Call Morgan. 514-6071308 References available.

A Military Collector looking for medals, flags, swords, uniforms, documents,
helmets, hats, all related war memorabilia
WWI, WWII, Canadian/German or others.
Antiques, collectibles, aviation, nautical,
coins, badges, maps, signs. Please contact
Patrick 450-458-4319, patrick148@ca.inter.
net, 2760A Côte St-Charles, St-Lazare, Reni
Decors (210211)

4 mags, 17 inches for Nissan. $250. 450424-5016 (201119)
Google Nest Hub, brand new, never
opened. View and control connected
devices from a single dashboard. Simply
use your voice to watch YouTube and play
songs from YouTube Music. $50. Text 438491-0133. See www.yourlocaljournal.ca/
visual-classifieds.
Five large beveled mirrors. Two measuring
19.5” by 40” and three measuring 21” by 45”.
$100 for everything. Pick up. Text 514-3463234.
Large dog cage. Measures 29.5” wide
X 48” long X 33” high. Dog not included.
$100. Please call 514-425-5965 and leave
a message. See photo at www.yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds
STORKCRAFT TUSCANY 3 STAGES CRIB
– cognac. Like new - slightly used for outof-town grandchild in non-smoking family.
Adjustable mattress height for crib – can be
converted to toddler bed and daybed. Mattress included. $125. 450-458-5127. See photos at www.yourlocaljournal.ca/visual-classifieds (201126)

150 - SERVICES
Dry Firewood. Stacking and kindling available. Very reasonable. Dan: 514-291-1068
“MAN WITH A VAN” MOVING. Whole
house. Small moves, too! Quebec/Local/
Ontario. Experienced/Equipped. Please
leave a message 514-605-3868 MIKE THE
MOVING MAN.
Serge Guindon Inc.
Excavation and Levelling
514-269-8281
FRENCH TUTOR, experienced retired teacher
available for high school, CEGEP, and adult
students. Hudson and St-Lazare only. For info
please call 450-458-7458 (201119)
Registered Gun Smith. We buy new and
used guns, restricted and non-restricted. 514-453-5018
¿Moving? All jobs. Reliable, reasonable,
fully equipped. Local and Ontario, Maritimes, USA. 35 yrs experience. Call Bill or Ryan
514-457-2063.

200 – CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT

C.V., presentation letter, immigration, mentoring,
computer workshops, social networks.

info@reseauxvs.ca • 450 424-5727 • reseauxvs.ca

We buy: Old comics, Vinyl records, coins, old
jewelry. 514-349-0971 (201119)
ASPIRATEURS HUDSON VACUUM. Canister and Central Vacuum Cleaners. Sales
and repair all brands. SEBO Vacuum Cleaner, 10 year warranty $398. (Electrolux, Filter Queen, Kenmore and uprights; other
brands available, $75 and up). New Central Vac with bag, hose, accessories $579
and up. Repair and service central vacuum
systems. Parts and bags (all makes). Biodegradable cleaning supplies. Toilet paper 500 sheets per roll, $37.95/48 rolls
per case. Sharpening scissors, knives and
gardening tools. 67 McNaughten, Hudson,
Quebec 450-458-7488
Piano Lanco - Experienced local piano
technicians offering quality tunings and skillful repairs. Improve the sound and touch of
your piano with hammer voicing and action
regulation. info@pianolanco.com 514-7707438
APPLE MAC SUPPORT
since 1983
Variable rates
Initial hour free
** Preventive maintenance **
Upgrades
Troubleshooting
Bootable backups
System analysis
& Advice
terry@cloudbyteconsulting.com
www.cloudbyteconsulting.com
450-853-0534

175 - WANTED

200 – CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT
Great house Minn cleaning services, a
well-established cleaning company in Pincourt is seeking a part-time cleaner for 10
hours per week. Please contact Deneise at
(514)865-1973.
Looking for a housekeeper/cook. References a must. Looking forward to meeting an
eager and enthusiastic applicant. Located in
Hudson. 613-678-7283 (201126)

325 – AUTOS FOR SALE
Chevrolet HHR 2007. Dark blue, grey interior. 179,255 km. Good condition, 5 speed
manual. New battery, new clutch and gears,
and brakes. $2,000, as is. 450-202-0718 (201217)

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!
Get
G
et y
your
our a
ad
d sseen
een
b
by
yo
over
ver 5
54,000
4,000
llocal
ocal readers
readers by
by
placing
placing it
it in
in
Contact
C
ontact u
uss at
at :

cclassiﬁ
lassiﬁeeds@yourlo
ds@yourloccaljournal.ca
aljournal.ca

450-5
4
50-51
10-40
0-400
07
7

$ Buy car for scrap. Running or not, 24/7.
www.scrapvehicule.com Call 514-715-7845

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
ACCOUNTANTS

KARAVOLAS BOILY & TRIMARCHI
CPA INC.
Taxes and Accounting
438 Main Road, Hudson
Tel : 450-458-0406

ARCHITECT

Chloe Hutchison
Architect, PA LEED™

chutchison@live.ca • 514-806-8952
BOOKKEEPING

Bryan Todd, B. Comm (Acct.)

Business and Personal Accounting Services,
Tax Preparations & Filings Ph. (514) 730-5966

DENTISTS
Dr. Don Littner, Dr. Morty Baker
& Dr. Natalie Liu
New patients welcome
472 Main Rd., Suite I, Hudson
450.458.5334
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HOME CARE NURSING

LIFE COACH

PSYCHOLOGIST

Nova Hudson

Caroline Courey
Life Coach

Sylvi Lafontaine

Nursing care, palliative care, cancer care,
foot care, family support,
volunteer services and adult day centre.
465 Main Rd, Hudson, Suite 202
(450) 458-5727

caroline.courey@gmail.com
450-853-0616
www.courey.com
International Coach Federation ICF

Psychologist
450.458.0944
sylvilafontaine@gmail.com
Bilingual Services • Cdn & US trained

IMMIGRATION

ORTHODONTISTS

drs. Martina Kleine-Beck

Brazolot Migration Group
450 Rue Main, Hudson, QC
(450) 458-2186
info@brazolotgroup.com

INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Dr. Amy Archambault
Dr. Paul Morton

Your Local Specialists in Orthodontics
3206, boul. de la Gare, Suite 160
Vaudreuil-Dorion (450 )218-1892

Psychologist
514.265.1386
martinakb _ 58@ hotmail.com

Mark Quenneville

Associate Investment Advisor
Quenneville Walsh Private
Wealth Management / Raymond James Ltd.
450-202-0999
mark.quenneville@raymondjames.ca
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JOIN THE PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
Contact us today
450-510-4007 • admin@yourlocaljournal.ca

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

HERE’S MY CARD

CLEANING SERVICE

COMPUTERS

GREAT-HOUSE MINN
CLEANING COMPANY
Six spacious offices,
reception area,
kitchenette and powder room.
Offices are on the second floor of the
Hudson Shopping Centre.
Available November 1st $2,000/month

Call Marcel Leduc (514)602-4313

Services: • Residential • Commercial
• Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
• Eco-friendly products
CLEANING
SERVICE
• Spring/fall window cleaning
WWW.GREAT-HOUSEMINN.CA
514-865-1973 • greathousemin@gmail.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

VISUAL CLASSIFIEDS
A picture may be worth a thousand words but
we’ll only charge you $5. The Journal now brings you
our NEW VISUAL CLASSIFIEDS section. Take a print
classified in our paper for the usual low cost ($15/
one week, $20/two weeks, $25/three weeks) and for
an additional $5, we’ll post your ad and photo of what
you’re selling on our website. Your ad will STAY POSTED
online until your item is sold. Try it out – we look forward
to seeing your ad. Email your ad request and photo to
admin@yourlocaljournal.ca. Ads will be updated
online every Thursday.

In Memoriam

Kenneth Mitchell

• PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
• ELDERCARE ASSISTANCE
• BUSINESS MEETING
MANAGEMENT

MOVING

736 Main Road, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0
Tel: (450) 458-7316 Fax: (450) 458-4763
e-mail: froyle@frank-royle.com
www.frank-royle.com

TREE SERVICE

TREES AND BEYOND

TREE SERVICE

Tree removal and trimming
Stump removal • Chipping
60 ft. bucket truck service
Firewood • Fully insured

PAINTING

WWW.TREESANDBEYOND.CA

514-802-2824

Much loved father to Gregor
(Monique),
Malcolm,
Michael
(Manny), Stephen (Kathryn) and
Lisa (Chris), grandfather to Joseph,
Lauren, Calum, Ava, Presley,
Shannon (Jim), David (Laura),
Nicholas,
Alexander
(Kristina),
Meghan, Connor, Colton, and greatgrandfather of Brooklyn, Lilah, Barrett,
Linnea, Wyatt, Aria, Capri, Luna. Predeceased
by his wife Lee (Oct. 2020) and brother Alexander (2003), survived
by his sister Valerie (Ian), first wife Jesmay, and Alexander’s
wife Elizabeth. Ken will be greatly missed by his many nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends and neighbours. A private memorial
service was held at Oakridge Bible Chapel in Oakville, Ontario.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Cancer Society
in Ken’s memory.

VACUUM CLEANERS

Aspirateurs Valleyfield

October 3, 1936 - November 11, 2020
It is with great sadness that we announce
that Kenneth Mitchell passed away
peacefully at home on November 11th,
2020 surrounded by family.

MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Marco Lapierre - Owner
Sales • Service • Repairs • Bags • Filters

The Journal

111 Grande-Île, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield QC

www.aspirateursvalleyfield.com

450-377-0577 • 1-877-377-0577 (Toll Free)

There is room for your card
Call us (450) 510-4007
Dear readers and advertisers,
Yes, we’re open but our day-today operations will reflect our new
reality. Our offices will not be open
to foot traffic. All communication
will be handled by phone, email,
or online through our website
www.yourlocaljournal.ca.
We will continue to take classified ads and obituaries by phone
or via our online platform but for the moment, no cash transactions are possible.
We look forward to continuing to serve the community and
are happy, as always, to hear from you.

The Journal Team
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CELEBRATING 17 YEARS IN THE COMMUNITY!
Thursday, November 19, 2020
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60

Our Photo of the Week contest culminates every December
with our ‘Photo of the Year’ winner chosen by one of our
sponsors. This year, there are more chances to win! The top
prize will be $200, second place will be $100 and third place
$50 for photos taken by our readers.
Have your cameras and phones ready to capture flora, fauna,
artistry, and architecture. Every photo printed in the paper has
a chance at winning the top prize! Send your entries to
editor@yourlocaljournal.ca.
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More chances to win!

TheJournal
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Our Focus...Your News
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28. Fish of the family Gadidae
31. Feature of a mysterious old
house, maybe
32. Fanny Brice's double?
33. __-Seltzer
35. Piston attachments
37. Available by the mug
38. Fleck with a banjo
39. Like two
40. Cleaning item
42. Actor Juliette ("Jet Lag")
45. Land of __
47. "I __ been a contender!"
48. Like zombies
50. Without equal
52. __ Maine
53. Words abt. one departed
54. Walk or trot
55. Disney animated pirate
57. Disparaging word
58. Brewpub staple
59. Wharton degree
61. Wallet items

58

1. Availability
2. Takes care of
3. Something offered in
assistance
4. Thurman of filmdom
5. Uncool sort
6. Cake layer
7. Baptisms of fire
8. It may get you all worked up
for no reason
9. "__ the Earth Move"
10. One with a degree
11. eBay try
12. Hardware franchise
13. Wasn't colorfast
18. Caustic cleaner
22. Arithmetic result
24. No longer fresh
26. 1970s fashion items
(they're seen in 3-, 8- and 31Down)
27. Saskatchewan native
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8

15

17

38

5

T

SOLUTIONS

4

B

SUDOKU

3

L

1. Cabinet wood
4. "Do __ others ..."
8. Fruity snack
14. Third letter
15. Golda of Israel
16. Nile's locale
17. Stored, as wine
19. Like winter skies, say
20. Annual award from a sports
network
21. Not nude
23. Trashy pads
25. "Earth's Children" series
author Jean
26. Secretly include in an email
29. Eli, to Archie Manning
30. Louise's film cohort
33. Sleek, informally
34. Wheat & barley
36. Took it easy
38. Looks upon
40. Irritates
41. Circumvented
42. Pub obligation
43. Cataract surgery implant
44. Riddle or puzzle
46. Campus in the Sooner
State capital: Abbr.
49. Gilbert __ Sullivan
50. In due time
51. Stage, as a play
53. They can't learn new tricks,
it's said
56. Wall support
57. Panda food
60. Sleeveless undergarment
62. One lacking pigment
63. Scurried, poetically
64. Org. whose final telethon
was in 2014
65. Standard car feature
66. Soeur's summers
67. Downcast

2

E A

1

A

Across

H

EW

"Ring Forth" by Mark McClain

65

N

Crossword and Sudoku

Be there for yourself
the way you’re there for others
It’s normal for these uncertain times to bring out negative emotions or
anxiety. You’re there for your loved ones when they’re not doing well.
Remember to be there for yourself. There are solutions for getting better.

Québec.ca/gettingbetter
Info-Social 811
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